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WELCOME

Peebles is pleased to host the Walking Festival again, and will start with a Welcome
Reception for our visitors on the evening of Saturday 2nd September. A varied
programme of walks has been prepared, and we are looking forward to welcoming
regular festival participants, plus new visitors, to Peebles and Tweeddale.

The Scottish Borders Walking Festival is the longest established walking festival in
Scotland.  It takes place in a different part of the Scottish Borders each year, and
our theme is ‘Walk Tweeddale ~ in the footsteps of the drovers’.   The Royal Burgh
of Peebles is like the hub of a wheel, with our many routes radiating in all
directions. [See the ScotWays / Rotary Club signs at the ‘Tweeddale roundabout’.]  Festival
walkers will experience some stunning scenery as they explore the varied routes
throughout Tweeddale, around and between Peebles, Eddleston, West Linton,
Tweedsmuir, Innerleithen and Walkerburn.  

Our area is an ideal destination for a family or a couple, - and not just for walkers!
There is something on offer in Tweeddale for everyone.  The walking is, of course,
superb, and you will be introduced to a wide range of walks during our Festival,
but did you know that Peebles and Tweeddale are attractive to families, some of
whom may walk, while others can enjoy various pursuits such as horse riding,
mountain biking, fishing, plus our many visitor attractions, such as Dawyck Botanic
Gardens, Traquair - ‘The Oldest inhabited house in Scotland’, Kailzie Gardens and
Equestrian Centre, plus more. The ‘7 Stanes’ mountain bike trails at Glentress, and
mountain biking at Innerleithen, are among the best in the UK, complemented by
the ‘Go Ape’ experience at Glentress.  So, if you love walking, but the important
‘other half’, or the rest of your family enjoy alternative pursuits, why not come
along together?  While some are off enjoying our walking festival, others can go
swimming, cycling, pony trekking, play golf, enjoy a relaxing spa treatment,
explore other visitor attractions and places of historic interest, or simply enjoy
shopping.  Peebles and Tweeddale offers the perfect break for everyone.  Try it out
this year, and then “Come ower the hills tae Peebles” again next year for a longer
holiday.

Meantime, we look forward to seeing you in September.
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Walk Tweeddale ~ in the footsteps of the Drovers

Talla Reservoir - photo by Mike Baker

23RD ANNUAL SCOTTISH BORDERS
WALKING FESTIVAL PEEBLES 2017

Scottish Borders Council is delighted to support the Peebles Walking Festival and I am
personally very pleased to extend a warm welcome to those coming to Peebles for the
Festival, some perhaps even for the first time.

Scotland`s greatest historical novelist, Sir Walter Scott, referred to the Royal Burgh as
“Peebles for Pleasure”. As one who has spent the past 30 years both living and working
in the Town, I know exactly what he meant! 

Surrounded by beautiful rolling hills, each sending out a clear invitation to walk on them,
Peebles, the County Town of rural Peeblesshire, has so many attractions in itself. Blessed
by a wide traditional High Street - complete with an ancient Mercat Cross – it has the
largest proportion, and a surprising variety, of individually owned shops which draw
visitors from far and wide, all year round. Indeed, only a few years ago the High Street
was named the best one in Scotland.

The beauty of Peebles and its environs is greatly enhanced by the care which local
residents - through a Group of volunteers known as ‘Bonnie Peebles’, - display by their
pride and dedication in providing and regularly maintaining both floral and monumental
decorations throughout the Town.

Peebles for many years has been a centre for conferences and boasts several fine hotels
and restaurants. The town now also has a splendid arts facility, - ‘The Eastgate Theatre’,
which is open year-round, putting on a wide variety of shows and arts events to suit all
tastes.

I know that you will have a grand time here in our historical Town with so much to do
and see in between the many exciting walks which I know that the Festival is arranging.

And, - don’t forget, you will always be welcome here whenever you return. 

Graham Garvie, (Councillor)
Convener, Scottish Borders Council

Peebles and District Community Council is delighted to welcome you to the Scottish
Borders Walking Festival 2017. This year’s Festival will be based in and around the
beautiful countryside of Tweeddale (also known as Peeblesshire). The county is blessed
with many old drove roads, rights of way, long distance paths and the popular John
Buchan Way. The gently rolling countryside means that all walks will afford wonderful
views. Guides will accompany each walk and share their knowledge of the geography and
history of the area. 
The Royal Burgh of Peebles is the county town. It lies on the confluence of the River
Tweed and the Eddleston Water. It is a popular tourist destination with many historic
buildings. It has won awards for an excellent range of shops on the High Street, and in
2014, Creative Scotland named Peebles as the most creative place of its size in Scotland.

With walks of various grades and lengths, there is sure to be something for everyone. I
know that the organisers of this year’s Festival are looking forward to meeting old friends
and new. 

Robin Tatler, Chairman
Community Council of the Royal Burgh of Peebles and District

Cover photos - by Douglas Wright; and Talla Reservoir by Mike Baker



Whether you are a sedate
biker or looking for an
adrenaline rush, Peebles and
the surrounding area has
much to offer.  Try out the
mountain-biking trails at
Glentress Forest, one of
Scotland's 7 Stanes, or other
local forest trails, including
four downhill trails at
Innerleithen with an excellent
red-graded cross-country trail.

3

Golf courses at Peebles,
Innerleithen and Cardrona to
tempt you.  Pony-trekking and
other cross-country equestrian
facilities exist, fishing, football,
rugby, bowling, plus indoor
facilities at The Gytes Leisure
Centre.

Why not visit Kailzie Gardens, or
Dawyck Botanic Gardens,
Traquair House and Gardens
(the oldest inhabited house in
Scotland), plus other interesting
places, - such as the Great Polish
Map of Scotland at Barony
Castle, Eddleston.

MOUNTAIN BIKING

PLACES OF INTEREST

Creative Peebles Festival - 25 Aug
to 3 Sep 2017: Over a period of 10
days in late summer, our small but
creative town celebrates the work  of
many artists, arts groups, musicians,
poets, craftspeople. As well as indoor
performances and workshops, there
are opportunities to explore the
fascinating history, architecture,
nature and landscape of Peebles and
around through a series of talks,
walks and tours.

CREATIVE PEEBLES FESTIVAL

SPORT & LEISURE
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~ COME OWER THE HILLS TAE PEEBLES ~2

Peebles Highland Games will be held on
Saturday 2nd September 2017 from 11 am
to 5.30 pm at Hay Lodge Park, Peebles (west
side of town, A72 road).  Events include Pipe
Band Competition, Heavy Events
Competition, Highland Dancing Competition,
Malt Whisky and Scottish Gin Tasting, Haggis
Hurling, Stalls, Traditional Scottish Foods,
Children's Fairground Rides, Bouncy Castles,
and much more, followed by Pipe Band
Street Parade through the town centre.
www.peebles-highland-games.org

Tweeddale Museum: Open Mon - Fri 10.30am -
12.30pm; 1pm - 4pm; Sat 9.30am - 12.30pm

History and Exhibitions - Chambers Institute
Museum & Art Gallery, High Street
Chambers Room - 18 June - 23 December:
History of Peeblesshire - tells the story of this most
diverse and fascinating county of Scotland
through objects, maps and photographs from pre-
history to the present day.

Museum Room - Sat 5 Aug - Sat 2 September:
A Sense of Place: From the Hills to the High Street.  
Sat 9 Sep - Sat 25 November: Lives in a Landscape.

Local information ~ Events ~ Things to do

PEEBLES HIGHLAND GAMES

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

Peebles has much to offer, with speciality shops and the Eastgate Theatre.

ARTS & CRAFTS
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

We are committed to running the Scottish
Borders Walking Festival safely and your
co-operation with this will be much
appreciated.  Your Walk Leader’s duty is to
the Group as a whole, and the Leader may
refuse to accept a walker whose clothing,
equipment, or behaviour is unsuitable.  If
you choose to leave the group at any time,
your Leader and Walk Support are no longer
responsible for you.

Peebles Walking Festival Group is committed to running the walking festival safely
and will appreciate your cooperation with this.  However, all participants take part
in walks at their own risk, and we cannot accept responsibility for any accidents or
injury. If you have a particular health condition that you think is, or may be
relevant, please advise us at the time of booking, - and make the Leaders aware of
this prior to each walk.  The Scottish Borders Walking Festival organisers and Walk
Leaders will treat any such personal information of this nature provided by you, in
the strictest confidence.  Remember, by not disclosing important health
information to Walk Leaders you could possibly place yourself at risk.
Stay safe when out in the countryside, by following this advice and these
simple tips.  Germs from animals can cause human illness.
• Wash your hands with soap and water (or use wet wipes) after visiting the toilet,

after activities, plus before handling and eating food.
• Take care to avoid spreading animal faeces from your footwear
• Avoid camping or having a picnic on land which has recently been used for

grazing animals
• Do not drink untreated water from rivers, streams and lochs
• Avoid tick bites by covering arms and legs when walking through long

vegetation.  Examine yourself for ticks at the end of each day and visit a doctor
if you experience a red rash spreading from a bite.

The walk registration centre will be based at Peebles
Ex-Servicemen’s Club, School Brae, Peebles EH45 8AT.

The Club can be accessed from High Street (by
pedestrians), or from Tweed Green. See map at page 14.
Tweed Green is one-way (west to east).  School Brae is a
cul-de-sac with limited parking.  Please park elsewhere.

The walk registration centre will open 45 minutes prior to
the departure of the first walk of the day. Please arrive at
least 30 minutes prior to your walk departure time, in
order to register your attendance. Please remember to
bring your booking confirmation with you.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

WALKING SAFELY

WALK REGISTRATION CENTRE
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

If you are arriving by car, the main roads into the Tweed Valley are the A68 or A7
then A72 from the south and east; the A703 from the north; the A72 from the west;
and A701 then A72 from the south-west.

If you are arriving by air, you will probably arrive via either Newcastle, Glasgow, or
Edinburgh Airports. For bus services please consult Traveline Scotland on 0871 200
2233 or visit - www.travelinescotland.com 

The nearest main railway station is Edinburgh Waverley.  (Note: It is quicker by bus
from Edinburgh to Peebles, than rail to Galashiels & bus to Peebles.)  Please consult
Traveline Scotland for train times and dedicated bus connections. The Edinburgh -
Peebles - Galashiels Bus Service is now provided by Borders Buses, Service No. X62.
Call 01896 754350.

There is ample free parking at Kingsmeadows Road Car Park, (south side of River
Tweed), which is a short walk over the footbridge and across Tweed Green (or via
Tweed Bridge) to the Walk Registration Centre (it will be clearly signposted). See
map at page 14.  

This is where the Festival coaches will depart from. So please do not take your car
to the start of the walk, instead please park and use the coach provided.

Additional parking is available at the East Station Car Park (also known as
Edinburgh Road Car Park), off the A703 road to Edinburgh; however, please note
that charges apply on Saturdays.

Please note that dogs are not allowed on Festival walks, most of which pass over or
through livestock areas, or other sensitive parts of the countryside.

Participants are asked not to smoke (including ‘vaping’) while on guided walks, out
of consideration to others, and to avoid risk of fire.  Smoking is not permitted at
any internal venues or on coaches.

Persons under the age of 16 years should be booked on walks, registered, and
accompanied by a paying adult.

Please keep use of mobile phones to a minimum out of consideration for other
participants.

PARKING AND COACHES

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT

DOGS / SMOKING / YOUNG PERSONS / MOBILE PHONES
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continued

EVENING EVENT

SATURDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER
WELCOME RECEPTION: HOSTED BY PEEBLES AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Come and join us at Peebles Ex-Servicemen’s Club down on the historic
School Brae for the Festival’s Welcome Ceremony, at 7.30 pm.

Peebles Community Council will welcome visitors this evening with
a complimentary drink and refreshments.

Admission - Free.  [*Book.] P
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Tel: 01721 729538  www.elmbankprint.co.uk

Elmbank Print

Digital & Litho
Print Solutions

Design for Print
Colour Printing

Copy & Scan Service
Document Binding

Laminating Stationery
Envelopes

Paper & Card 

WALK IT WALKS ~ WALKING FOR HEALTH
Are you interested in Walking? Why not join a Walk It walk in the Borders? A Walk It
walk is a Health Walk - Short, Safe, Social, Low Level, Led, - and Free.
Peebles: Weekly - every Monday at 10am. Meet outside the Burgh Hall, Peebles.
Contact Walk Leader - Brian - 01721 720981 or 01721 722917
Innerleithen: Weekly - every Friday at 10am. Meet outside the Whistle Stop Café.
Contact Walk Leader - Neil - 01896 833133
Walkerburn: Weekly - every Wednesday at 10am. Meet at the Walkerburn parking area.
Contact Walk Leader - Bill or Nancy - 01896 870586
Walk It aims to improve health in the Scottish Borders by encouraging people to walk.

• Want to be more active but don’t know where to start?
• Interested in feeling fitter?
• Want to lose weight?
• Want to feel more relaxed in your daily life?
• Want to enjoy our beautiful countryside but

find hill walking too difficult?
• Want to walk in the company of friendly folk?

Walk It walks usually last between 30 minutes to an
hour and are over easy terrain. The walks are free and
all you need is a pair of comfortable shoes.

www.scotborders.gov.uk/walkit 



PACKED LUNCH

A packed lunch should be
taken on all walks,

together with either
a hot or cold drink. 

A water bottle
(at least 1 litre capacity)

is recommended, 

together with
spare high-energy food 

(e.g., glucose-based 
confectionery).

Lunch at Broad Law - photo by Erica Niven
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in the footsteps of the Drovers
As you follow the winding track over the rolling hills and through the sheltered
glens of the Tweed Valley, think back to days gone by when literally tens of
thousands of cattle and sheep were driven along this route between the trysts
(markets or fairs) in Falkirk and Crieff and markets south of the border. The
‘beastie’ which features on the Cross Borders Drove Road waymark disks is typical
of those which were driven on the hoof along this route between the 16th and
19th centuries.

Various sections of the original drove road still run between the parallel dykes,
which once helped the drovers prevent their stock from straying. Elsewhere the
route climbs over open hill, or follows tracks through the forests which have been
planted long after the days of droving had ceased.  The only sheep or cattle you are
likely to meet today are those grazing on the hills or in the fields you will pass
through.

The majority of the Cross Borders Drove Road (from the Cauldstane Slap to
Yarrowford) is part of the 350km South of Scotland Countryside Trails (SoSCT)
network, developed specifically for multi-use, and having benefitted from
significant capital investment to address drainage issues, install new bridges, and to
create new path links to avoid boggy sections of track or other problems.  Both
route and accompanying facilities were designed to reflect the needs of horse-
riders and walkers, including key considerations such as self-closing gates,
appropriately spaced accommodation and parking to enable people to enjoy the
route over several days, divided into lengths to suit different abilities and levels of
fitness.  The Cross Borders Drove Road has now been recognised as one of
Scotland’s Great Trails - an elite group of long distance routes in Scotland.

The mainstay of the droving trade was the movement of hardy black cattle from
where they were bred in the Highlands and Islands to London, the home of one
fifth of the entire English population. Each drove consisted of anything between
100 and 1,000 head of cattle.  Individual drovers and their dogs might look after 50-
60 cattle, walking 10-12 miles each and every day for weeks on end. The drovers
slept alongside their cattle to guard them overnight, wrapped only in their plaids,
surviving on a few handfuls of oatmeal and two or three onions.  A ram’s horn
filled with whisky was sipped sparingly morning and night.

At the peak of the droving trade, some 100,000 cattle were walked south from
Scotland each year. At least equal numbers of sheep were also driven along this
route to meet demand for wool and mutton. By 1900, the droving trade had all but
disappeared. Tolls levied on turnpike roads, enclosure of land, the agricultural
revolution, development of railways and movement of cattle by steamship all
played their part in its demise.  Long after the demise of droving, people continued
to use the old drove roads on foot and on horseback.

The Tweed Trails route follows the main drove road south east to Gypsy Glen, but
various branch routes were also used, some merging at Tushielaw Inn, others via
Traquair linking up again further south towards Hawick.  One route went on via
Langholm to Carlisle, whilst others crossed into England near Newcastleton or
followed the valley of the North Tyne to Hexham.

WALKING TWEEDDALE
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Respect the privacy, safety and livelihoods of those living and working in the
countryside, and the needs of other people enjoying the outdoors.



A Booking Form can be found in this Brochure on pages 31 and 32.  Please return
the completed Form, along with your cheque in full payment, to the address stated
on the Form.  Please note that we are unable to process Forms received without full
payment.  

By ‘phone: If otherwise unavoidable, bookings may be made by ‘phone, providing
all details required on the Booking Form.  Payment must be sent by cheque.
The ‘phone number is shown on the Booking Form in this Brochure.
NB. Bookings by post or ‘phone, plus payment, must be received no later than
Wednesday 23 August and can only be accepted when payment is made by
cheque.  When your payment has cleared and bookings validated, you will be sent
booking confirmations.  We cannot guarantee availability on the walks of your
choice when booking by post or ‘phone.

All walks cost £8 per person.
Tickets will not be issued for
walks or events. Please ensure
that you bring your booking
confirmation with you, as you
will need this at the Walk
Registration Centre and for proof
of payment at Social Event
Venues. The ‘confirmations’ are
equivalent to a voucher and are
non-transferable.

From 3rd to 8th September, it may be possible to book places on walks and events
in person at the Walk Registration Centre up to 4 pm on the day before your
proposed walk(s) or event(s) are due to take place, if an appropriate person is
available.  Walkers who wish to pay on the day, may turn up at the Walk
Registration Centre but are reminded that places will be subject to availability, and
cannot be guaranteed. Payment for bookings made at the Walk Registration
Centre will only be accepted by cash.  

You can book online! At - www.borderswalking.com - Select Booking.

Booking online is strongly advised.  The online booking system offers real time
status of walk place availability.  Bookings close 2 days before each walk or event,
or when sold out.  Please book early! 

Online booking for walks and social events is made using your debit or credit cards
through our website, with payment being processed through PayPal.  (You do not
require a PayPal account or card to use this process.)  You will receive an email
confirmation of your booking.

Please note that booking fees are non-refundable. Refer to the Booking Terms and Conditions. 
(If a walk is not displayed on the Booking List, then there will be no places left on it.)

11HOW TO BOOK WALKS AND EVENTS

BOOKING ONLINE

BY POST AND BY PHONE

IN PERSON

TICKETS

SATURDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER
WELCOME RECEPTION:

HOSTED BY PEEBLES AND DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Come and join us at Peebles Ex-Servicemen’s
Club on School Brae at 7.30 pm.

The Community Council will welcome visitors
with a complimentary drink and refreshments.

Admission - Free.  [*Book.]

EVENING EVENT
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Peebles Mural, Pennel’s Close - photo by Douglas Wright

War Memorial, Chambers Quadrangle
- photo by Erica Niven



13DAY 2 WALKS - Monday 4th September
WALK 2.1

JOHN BUCHAN WAY

Some of John Buchan’s earliest writings were
inspired by the Borders landscape. This glorious
west-east traverse of the Upper Tweed Valley
takes us along ancient routes from Broughton, via
Stobo and the Manor Valley, to Cademuir and on
to Peebles. We walk along hill tracks, farm tracks
and minor road, visiting Stobo Parish Church on
the way. 

Grade: Harder
Distance: 131/2 miles / 22 km
Ascent: 1950ft / 595ms

Check-in: 08:20
Depart/return: 08:50 - 16:45
Walk duration: 7hrs

Walk Leader: Biggar Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 2.2
DRUMELZIER LAW CIRCULAR BY

GLENSTIVON DOD AND PYKESTONE HILL
A rewarding hike around the head of the
Drumelzier Valley taking in three Donalds (named
hills over 2000ft). Starting from Drumelzier village
we ascend Finglen Rig and continue over
Drumelzier Law, Glenstivon Dod and Pykestone
Hill before descending Den Knowes and back to
the start. A chance to see upland flora and fauna
and to enjoy superb views of the surrounding
countryside.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 91/2miles / 15.3 km
Ascent: 2400ft / 735ms 

Check-in: 08:20
Depart/return: 08:50 - 16:10
Walk duration: 6hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 2.3
JOHN BUCHAN WAY:
STOBO TO PEEBLES

Starting this walk at Stobo we will visit the old
Church before ascending over the edge of Syke
Hill and dropping into the Manor Valley.
Following around the base of Cademuir Hill, we
will then follow the old track through an ancient
settlement on the edge of Cademuir Hill and over
to Peebles.  A chance for some fine views and to
find out about some of the history of the area.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 71/2 miles / 12 km
Ascent: 900ft / 275ms 

Check-in: 09:00
Depart/return: 09:30 - 14:45
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Central Tweeddale Paths
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 2.4
STOBO CIRCULAR OVER

HAMMER RIG
An interesting walk around the pretty and
picturesque grounds of Stobo Estate in the upper
Tweed Valley. Passing by the Stobo Castle Health
Spa and their intriguing Japanese Water gardens
and loch before venturing further afield and
ascending out on to the open hillside at Hammer
Rig.  We then follow the John Buchan Way along
the side of the Easton Burn to visit Stobo Church
before getting the coach back to Peebles.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 51/4 miles / 8.5 km
Ascent: 525ft / 160ms 

Check-in: 09:00
Depart/return: 09:30 - 14:30
Walk duration: 4hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: Biggar Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALKING HOME: POETRY, PROSE AND SONG BY TWEED THEATRE AND GUESTS
Burgh Hall, High Street, 8 pm.  Admission - £10 [*Book.] 

Tweed Theatre has put together a collection of poetry, prose and song with our Festival-goers in mind that
will make you laugh and cry, and tug on all your emotions in between these extremes. This community
theatre group have been together for three decades and Director Paul Taylor, retired librarian, is not as
quiet as his career makes him sound, he definitely knows how to entertain an audience!
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SOLD OUT

DAY 1 WALKS - Sunday 3rd September12

WALK 1.1
DUN RIG CIRCULAR BY GLENSAX

AND GYPSY GLEN

After leaving Peebles we follow the Haystoun
Burn into Glensax, a magnificent valley enclosed
by high hills on both sides. At the head of the glen
we then start the ascent of the ridge to the top of
Dun Rig where, weather allowing, we will have
magnificent views of the surrounding hills. After
enjoying the rest, we then start heading back to
Peebles along the east ridge of the glen, taking in
Stake Law, Birkscairn Hill, Kirkhope Law and
Kailzie Hill before following the old Drove Road
down through Gypsy Glen and back to Peebles.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 133/4 miles / 22 km
Ascent: 2300ft / 700ms 

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:00 - 16:15
Walk duration: 7hrs 15mins

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 1.2
PEEBLES CIRCULAR VIA REDSCARHEAD,
MILKIESTON RINGS AND CAVARRA HILL

We leave Peebles ascending past Standalane and
follow an old Drove Road along the side of
Hamilton Hill before dropping to cross the
Eddleston Water at Redscarhead. From here we
head up, past Windylaws, to Milkieston Rings (a
large Iron Age Fort) and then over Cavarra Hill to
the top at Middle Hill.   We will then enjoy
tremendous views over the valley below and to
the surrounding hills as we traverse the ridge,
before descending through the grounds of
Venlaw Estate and back to Peebles.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 10 miles / 16 km
Ascent: 1640ft / 500ms 

Check-in: 08:45
Depart/return: 09:15 - 15:45
Walk duration: 6hrs 30 mins

Walk Leader: Innerleithen Walking Group          
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 1.3
CADEMUIR HILL CIRCULAR

AND RIVER TWEED
Leaving Peebles on the John Buchan Way this
walk goes over Cademuir Hill, with its large Iron
Age Fort, before descending into the Manor
Valley. Passing Barns House, with its old Tower
House, the estate track is followed to Lyne
Station. The route then returns to Peebles along
the banks of the Tweed, past Neidpath Castle.  An
opportunity to find out about the history of the
area, dating from the Stone Age up to the present
day. There will be the chance to see some of the
wildlife that lives on the Tweed and in the
surrounding countryside.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 10 miles / 16 km
Ascent: 885ft / 270ms

Check-in: 09:15
Depart/return: 09:45 - 14:45
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Central Tweeddale Paths
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 1.4
TWEED WALK CIRCULAR BY LYNE

STATION AND MANOR SWARE
A walk from Peebles heading upstream on the
north side of the River Tweed to Lyne Station and
returning on the south side of the river. This walk
passes the 14th century Neidpath Castle which
was attacked by Oliver Cromwell in the 17th
century. The walk also passes the historic Barns
Tower and Manor House. This walk is mostly on
good paths and tracks with the ascent nearly all
on the old road from Old Manor Brig up to the
Manor Sware view point. A chance to learn about
the history from stone age to modern times and
to view some of the wildlife along the river.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 71/2 miles / 12 km
Ascent: 330ft / 100ms 

Check-in: 09:30
Depart/return: 10:00 - 14:45
Walk duration: 4hrs 45mins

Walk Leader: Tweeddale U3A
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

CLUES TO THE PAST: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWEEDDALE
Chambers Institution, Museum and Art Gallery, High Street, 8 pm. Admission - £3 [*Book.]  

From the haughs of the River Tweed to the tops of many of our Peeblesshire Hills, the observant walker will
encounter traces of human impact on the landscape. Drawing on the fieldwork projects of the Peeblesshire
Archaeological Society, their chairman, Trevor Cowie, will provide an illustrated introduction to the rich
archaeological heritage of the area. Trevor Cowie is a retired Senior Curator from the National Museums of
Scotland.
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15DAY 4 WALKS - Wednesday 6th September
WALK 4.1

EDDLESTON TO PEEBLES OVER
DUNDREICH, HOG KNOWES AND

DUNSLAIR HEIGHTS

Starting from Cottage Bank, Eddleston, we ascend
through Portmore Estate for magnificent and
distant views from the top of Dundreich. Then an
outstanding ridge walk takes us along and over
Hog Knowes and Cardon Law, on the way to
Dunslair Heights.  It’s downhill from here, through
Glentress Forest and along the side of Soonhope
Burn, back to Peebles. We will see a wide variety
of different land uses and have a chance to
observe some of the local wildlife.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 11 miles / 17.7 km
Ascent: 2569ft / 783ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:05 - 16:00
Walk duration: 6hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 20

WALK 4.2
SOUTHERN UPLAND WAY: GALASHIELS

TO TRAQUAIR

We follow the route through Gala Policies and out
over open farmland to cross the Tweed and then
ascend through Yair Forest to the Three Brethren
cairns. From here it is a gentler and more
undulating walk, following the ancient route along
the ridge with fine views across the central Borders.
Passing the Cheese Well, we then follow the Minch
Moor Road down to Traquair where our coach
awaits. We will see a variety of different land uses
and have an opportunity to see a wide range of
wildlife.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 13 miles / 21 km
Ascent: 2200ft / 670ms

Check-in: 08:20
Depart/return: 08:50 - 16:55
Walk duration: 7hrs

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 4.3
PEEL TO CLOVENFORDS VIA YAIR AND

NEIDPATH HILL

We start this walk at the magnificent Ashiestiel
Bridge before heading along the side of the
Tweed to join the Southern Upland Way and cross
over Yair Bridge. The route then heads upwards
to Neidpath Hill for one of the best panoramic
views of the River Tweed valley. Continuing
around the open hillside before heading down
Blakehope Burn to Caddonfoot Church and along
the Green Lane to Clovenfords. An opportunity to
hear about the history of this area and see a
variety of flora and fauna.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 71/2 miles / 12 km
Ascent:1000ft / 305ms 

Check-in: 08:20
Depart/return: 08:50 - 15:15
Walk duration: 5hrs 15mins

Walk Leader: Innerleithen Walking Group
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 4.4
CLOVENFORDS CIRCULAR BY

TORWOODLEE TOWER, BROCH AND
MEIGLE POTS

From Clovenfords, we head uphill along a broad
elevated track to visit the ancient Torwoodlee
Fort and Broch, an ancient hilltop defensive
structure.  Beautiful views then open up as we
descend to look at the remains of a Medieval
Tower House. Crossing the A72, we head up along
the shoulder of Meigle Hill, past Meigle Pots and
descend through the farmstead, and back to the
start. A chance to find out about the history of the
area from the Bronze Age to present day.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 6 miles / 9.5 km
Ascent: 650ft / 200ms 

Check-in: 09:00
Depart/return: 09:35 - 15:15
Walk duration: 4hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: Innerleithen Walking Group
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

GO WILD AND LOCAL!
A LOCAL FOOD EVENING INCLUDING WILD MEAT AND LOCALLY MADE ICE-CREAM
Peebles Ex-Servicemen’s Club, School Brae, 7.30 pm.   Admission - £12 [*Book.]

Tweed Valley Venison Ltd and Caldwell’s Luxury Ice-Cream will be at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, inside and
outside, with a variety of wild sourced meat for you to try, and some ice-cream for afters. You can learn
about Sika deer in the Tweeddale Valley, and game sports. Later in the evening Andrew Caldwell will give
a talk about the history of ice-cream,- and yes, he will bring samples! E
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DAY 3 WALKS - Tuesday 5th September14

WALK 3.1
BROAD LAW FROM TALLA DAM OVER TO

THE CROOK INN

Starting at Talla Dam, a short walk following the
road along the side of the reservoir leads us to the
steady ascent of Muckle Side and on to Talla
Cleuch Head.  A gentler walk then takes us around
the head of the Hearthstane Burn and up to the
top of Broad Law, before descending to The
Crook Inn, Tweedsmuir (currently closed). Both of
these hills are Donalds (named hills over 2000ft). A
chance for some superb views and an opportunity
to see a variety of upland wildlife.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 8 miles / 13 km
Ascent: 1850ft / 560ms

Check-in: 08:15
Depart/return: 08:45 - 15:20
Walk duration: 5hrs 15mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 3.2
SOUTHERN UPLAND WAY: TIBBIES TO

TRAQUAIR KIRK

After walking along the side of St Mary’s Loch,
our route then follows an ancient track past the
old Dryhope and Blackhouse Tower Houses. Then
it is up on to the open hilltop at Middle Rig.
Continuing along with fine views of the
surrounding area and over the Glen and Glen
House, then down to Traquair Church, which we
will visit before catching the coach back. An
opportunity to observe a variety of wildlife in the
different habitats along the way and to learn
about the history of the area.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 103/4miles / 17.3 km
Ascent: 1310ft / 400ms 

Check-in: 08:50
Depart/return: 09:20 - 16:35
Walk duration: 6hrs

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 3.3
OVER MINCH MOOR FROM TRAQUAIR TO

INNERLEITHEN
Starting at Traquair Hall, the Southern Upland
Way is followed up the old drove road into the
forest and then the Clattering Path is taken up to
the top of Minch Moor. This is a steady ascent, on
good tracks and paths but not overly steep. Our
ascent over for the day, we then go down past the
Cheese Well and on to Innerleithen.  A great
opportunity for some tremendous views and a
chance to see a wide variety of forest and
moorland wildlife. Mostly on good paths and
tracks.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 10 miles / 16 km
Ascent: 885ft / 270ms

Check-in: 09:15
Depart/return: 09:45 - 14:45
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Central Tweeddale Paths
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 3.4
INNERLEITHEN TO PEEBLES VIA

GLENORMISTON AND GLENTRESS

Starting in Innerleithen, we go around Caerlee
Hill and through deciduous woodland before
dropping to join the old railway line on the bank
of the Tweed. Following the Tweed Valley
Railway Path to Horsbrugh Castle, a short
diversion takes us up to the Glentress Peel Visitor
Centre.  Here we can visit the Wild Watch Centre
to learn about the ospreys and other wildlife of
the area and perhaps visit the Peel Café for a short
break. We then head back down to the old
railway line and continue our journey to Peebles.
All on good paths and tracks.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 73/4 miles / 12.7 km
Ascent: 425ft / 130ms 

Check-in: 09:20
Depart/return: 09:50 - 15:15
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Innerleithen Walking Group
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

EVENING GUIDED TOWN WALK: 
A LOOK AT THE ROYAL BURGH OF PEEBLES WITH ARCHITECT AND LISTED BUILDINGS EXPERT 

Meet Peebles Ex-Servicemen’s Club, School Brae, 7.30 pm.   Fee - £2 [*Book.]

Mark Douglas has worked for many years at Scottish Borders Council as the Buildings Conservation Officer.
Being both an architect and planner he has a keen eye for all the aspects of built heritage. He will point out
some recondite detail and tell a wee story or two in his colourful manner as he opens your eyes to the finer
detail of the town.
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DAY 5 WALKS - Thursday 7th September 19

WALK 5.1
HARPERRIG TO ROMANNOBRIDGE, VIA

CAULDSTANE SLAP
Starting at Little Vantage, this route, part of the
"Cross Borders Drove Road", follows the ancient
track over Cauldstane Slap (Roy’s map of 1755 calls
this the "Road to Queensferry", and it is likely that
James IV travelled this path in 1490 after buying a
horse at Linlithgow). We continue over open
moorland, past Baddinsgill Reservoir and crossing
an old Roman Road, to reach West Linton. After
exploring the village, Station Road is followed to
Balgonie, and then farm tracks taken over Kaimes
and Halmyre to the end of the walk at
Romannobridge.  A fascinating walk, full of history,
following in the footsteps of our ancestors.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 121/2 miles / 20 km
Ascent: 1673ft / 510ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:00 - 17:15
Walk duration: 6hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 5.2
KIRKHOUSE TO PEEBLES BY BIRKSCAIRN

AND GYPSY GLEN
From Kirkhouse we enter the beautiful Glen
Valley to pass Glen House, an extravagant,
spectacular castellated Victorian fantasy.
Continuing on past Loch Eddy and Glenshiel
Banks, it’s onwards and upwards to the much-
weathered summit of Birkscairn Hill (a Donald).
Spectacular views are gained over the Tweed and
Traquair valleys, along the ridge of the Old Drove
Road, before descending to the shelter of Gypsy
Glen and into Peebles.  

Grade: Harder
Distance: 111/4 miles / 18.1 km
Ascent: 1770ft / 540ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:00 - 16:00
Walk duration: 6hrs 45mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 5.3
LEITHEN LODGE TO PEEBLES OVER

DUNSLAIR HEIGHTS

From the start point we walk along the estate
road past Leithen Lodge (originally a 17th century
shooting lodge), to Williamslee. From here we
ascend a hill track over open moorland to
Glentress Forest boundary, and on to Dunslair
Heights for superb views of the area.  We then
descend along forest rides and roads over
Caresman Hill and Kittlegairy Hill, with views over
Peebles, into Soonhope Valley, before returning
by the park and the Tweed riverside walk.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 8 miles / 13 km
Ascent: 1200ft / 370ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:00 - 15:00
Walk duration: 5hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 5.4
EDDLESTON TO PEEBLES ALONG THE OLD

DROVE ROAD BY NETHER STEWARTON

After exploring Eddleston, we walk up the side of
the valley, passing Barony Castle and "The Polish
Map of Scotland" on the way.  We then follow the
Fairydean Burn to join an ancient Post Road which
is followed to Nether Stewarton, where we take
an old Drove Road to walk along the side of
Hamilton Hill before descending past Standalane
and back to Peebles. An opportunity for fine
views, plenty of historical interest and a chance to
see a variety of wildlife.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 7 miles / 11.3 km
Ascent: 590ft / 180ms

Check-in: 09:20
Depart/return: 09:50 - 15:00
Walk duration: 4hrs 45mins

Walk Leader: Tweeddale U3A
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

Quiz Night in the County, High Street, 9.30 pm  
[Book Team / Table direct at County] 

Get a team together at the popular County Inn on
Peebles High Street for their weekly quiz night.
Prizes include a £25 drink/food voucher and a rolling
cash prize. It’s a late start folks, to coincide with the
meals finishing for the night - extensive food menu
available. 

Sheep Dog Demonstration and / or Traditional
Hog Roast Evening - Cringletie House Hotel

2 miles north of Peebles on A703
Sheep Dog Demonstration in the Hotel Paddock,
7.15 pm Admission £10 pp [*Book direct] Traditional
Hog Roast with accompaniments, 8pm £12pp
[*Book direct] People may attend the Hog Roast
only, if they wish, which will start approx. 8.00 pm.
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Scott Brash Sculpture, Edinburgh Road, Peebles - photos by Douglas Wright



DAY 7 WALKS - Saturday 9th September 21

WALK 7.1
THE GLENSAX HORSESHOE VIA DUN RIG

AND GLENRATH HEIGHT

An invigorating expedition with glorious views over
the hills to the south of Peebles. This walk includes
a section of the Old Drove Road which can be
distinguished by the characteristic parallel drystane
dyke on each side. There are some peat hags
towards the summit at Dun Rig. Three Donalds
(named hills over 2000ft) will be taken in on this
walk.

Grade: Strenuous
Distance: 151/2 miles / 25 km
Ascent: 3100ft / 945ms

Check-in: 08:15
Depart/return: 08:45 - 16:45
Walk duration: 8hrs

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 20

WALK 7.2
DUNSLAIR HEIGHTS CIRCULAR BY
SHIELDGREEN AND GLENTRESS

This walk starts off gently following the Soonhope
Burn to Shieldgreen. From here the ascent steepens
as we go up Tower Rig and on to Dunslair Heights.
If the weather is kind to us we will be rewarded
with amazing views of the Tweed valley. Our ascent
finished, we descend through the forest to
Glentress Peel Visitor Centre. Here we can visit the
Wild Watch Centre to learn about the ospreys and
other wildlife and perhaps visit the Peel Café for a
short break. We then go down to the old railway
line (Tweed Valley Railway Path) and continue our
journey back to Peebles.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 101/2 miles / 17 km
Ascent: 1475ft / 450ms

Check-in: 08:45
Depart/return: 09:15 - 15:00
Walk duration: 5hrs 45mins

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 7.3
PEEBLES CIRCULAR BY COLLIE LAW AND

REDSCARHEAD

This walk leaves Peebles, ascending through the
woodlands edge of Ven Law, and out onto the
open hillside at South Knowe. From here we have
a short walk along the ridge before dropping to
the valley floor at Redscarhead. Crossing the A703
and the Eddleston Water, we walk up the other
side of the valley before joining the "Cross Border
Drove Road" which leads us back to Peebles. This
walk is mostly on good paths and tracks. 

Grade: Moderate
Distance: 8 miles / 13 km
Ascent: 1280ft / 390ms

Check-in: 09:15
Depart/return: 09:45 - 14:45
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Tweeddale U3A
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

WALK 7.4
TWEED VALLEY RAILWAY PATH,

GLENTRESS CIRCULAR AND JANET’S BRAE

A riverside walk downstream from Peebles and
along the route of the former rail line, to the
remains of Horsbrugh Castle. Crossing into
Glentress Forest, we will visit Glentress Tower, with
its Visitor Centre, before continuing up through
the forest to an Iron Age hill fort and back down
to Peebles past the Hydro Hotel. A walk on good
paths and forest roads with much historical
interest. There is some ascent on the return
journey to obtain lovely views over the Tweed
Valley followed by a descent back to Peebles.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 61/2 miles / 10.5 km
Ascent: 625ft / 190ms

Check-in: 09:30
Depart/return: 10:00 - 15:00
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 25

BOOKING EVENING EVENTS

[*Book.] -  Book in advance, online through www.borderswalking.com/booking or by post or phone.

[Book direct] Cringletie House - Book direct via enquiries@cringletie.com or  Tel: 01721 725750 

[Book direct] County Inn - Book direct at County Inn or Tel. 01721 720595
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DAY 6 WALKS - Friday 8th September20

WALK 6.1
WEST LINTON CIRCULAR VIA THE

COVENANTER’S GRAVE AND
OLD ROMAN ROAD

This walk, mostly on good paths and track, passes
through the catchments of the Tweed and the
Clyde rivers. It includes all the contrasts of walking
surface and countryside which the Pentland Hills
have to offer. A great walk through open
countryside with an opportunity to explore the
different land uses of the area through the ages,
and to see some of the local flora and fauna.

Grade: Harder
Distance: 13 miles / 21 km
Ascent: 1150ft / 310ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:05 - 17:10
Walk duration: 6hrs 30mins 

Walk Leader: SBC Ranger
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 6.2
ROMANNOBRIDGE TO PEEBLES ALONG

THE OLD DROVE ROAD

Starting at Romannobridge, this walk continues
along the "Cross Borders Drove Road" which was
followed on walk 5.1.  After an initial ascent of
150 metres the route is mostly on fairly level
ground, following farm and forest tracks,
although there are 2 further short sections of
ascent. The views offer a superb sample of the
variety of the Scottish Borders scenery. 

Grade: Harder
Distance: 10 miles / 16 km
Ascent: 1345ft / 410ms

Check-in: 08:30
Depart/return: 09:05 - 15:15
Walk duration: 5hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: Biggar Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 6.3
DUNDREICH AND NORTHSHIELD RINGS

This route from Eddleston goes up an old track to
the top of Dundreich for some tremendous views
over the Lothians, Scottish Borders and beyond.
The walk then goes down past Portmore Loch to
visit the ancient "Northshield Rings" before
continuing on through the wooded grounds of
Portmore Estate to the Scots Pine Cafe. An
opportunity to see a variety of wildlife in the
different habitats and to find out about some of
the history of the area.

Grade: Moderate
Distance: Distance 7 miles / 11 km
Ascent: 1700ft / 520ms

Check-in: 09:00
Depart/return: 09:35 - 15:00
Walk duration: 5hrs

Walk Leader: Tweeddale Ramblers
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

WALK 6.4
PORTMORE AND NORTHSHIELD RINGS

After exploring Eddleston, this walk enters
Portmore Estate, passing through open farmland
and following the Harcus Burn to emerge at the
Loch. Over-shadowed by the edge of the
Moorfoot Hills, the path meanders round the loch
side and then through mixed forest to arrive at
the "Rings". After exploring the history of this
feature, we descend gently through the
woodland, past Portmore House, down to the
Scots Pine Café. This walk is mostly on good paths
and tracks.

Grade: Easier
Distance: 61/4 miles / 10 km
Ascent: 492ft / 150ms

Check-in: 09:20
Depart/return: 09:50 - 15:00
Walk duration: 4hrs 30mins

Walk Leader: Tweeddale U3A
Maximum number of Walkers: 24

FESTIVAL CEILIDH: LED BY LOCAL SHEPHERD’S CEILIDH BAND
Peebles Ex-Servicemen’s Club, School Brae, 7.30 pm.  Admission - £12 [*Book.]

Our ever-popular Ceilidh at the end of the Festival Week will be held in the familiar main hall of the
Ex-Servicemen’s Club. Local shepherd, Brian McFarlane, and his ceilidh band will lead you through your
steps to dance the night away and have a wee laugh.  We will have a wee break to enjoy a bowl of stovies
for supper (vegetarian option available). 
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23FIND YOUR WAY AROUND TWEEDDALE

When our Walking Festival visitors are enjoying the many and various walks, they
will note that most of the walks are signposted and / or waymarked, which is a
great help to many people, both visitors and locals, whether new to hill-walking or
experienced folk with maps, etc.  Most of the familiar green and white signs were
installed by or on behalf of ScotWays [Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society],
whilst some have been installed by Scottish Borders Council’s Access Team Path
Wardens.  In addition to other signage for the Southern Upland Way [SUW] and the
highly popular John Buchan Way [JBW], walkers are also guided by fingerpost signs
and waymarkers under the ‘Tweed Trails’ banner.  Being guided by such
waymarking aids walkers and other leisure-takers, the majority of whom wish to
follow established routes and be sure that they are not going to interrupt farming
and other rural work, whilst equally, landowners and farmers are generally happy
to welcome and accept them crossing responsibly through or over the land.

ScotWays, [formerly Scottish Rights of Way Society], has been working to safeguard
rights of way since 1845.  It is probably the oldest organisation in the world
dedicated to improving countryside access. As a result of the new access legislation,
- The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 - the Society altered the scope of its remit
and activities, while the change of name to the Scottish Rights of Way and Access
Society made clear the intention to be involved in access matters in general and not
just rights of way as in the past.  A registered charity, and a company limited by
guarantee, its objects include the preservation, defence, restoration and
acquisition, for the public benefit, of public rights of access in Scotland including
public rights of way, and their amenity. The Society answers many hundreds of
enquiries every year regarding access and rights of way, maintains records including
the National Catalogue of Rights of Way, and provides advice, being the
acknowledged experts on rights of way law.  It publishes books and leaflets on the
subject, and created the Heritage Paths website to record the history of paths,
routes and trails across Scotland, which includes Roman roads, drove roads,
turnpike roads and shieling roads, etc.  In addition to signposting, the Society
publishes ‘Scottish Hill Tracks’, a unique resource for walkers, cyclists, riders and
runners wishing to explore the network of old roads and rights of way which criss-
cross Scotland’s hill country.  A network of Local Representatives, plus many
members, undertake voluntary activities monitoring and maintaining routes, plus
installing signs and waymarkers.  A programme of Members’ walks is arranged each
year. To join the Society, buy books, or for more information, visit
www.scotways.com or contact ScotWays at 24 Annandale Street, Edinburgh
EH7 4AN, Tel: 0131 558 1222.  To view Heritage Paths, visit www.heritagepaths.co.uk

The Tweed Trails project was created between 2002 and 2007, as the Scottish
Borders section of the wider South of Scotland Countryside Trails project.  To assist
with the creation of Tweed Trails, three local voluntary Path Network Groups were
formed, - North, Central, and East Tweeddale Paths. The members were greatly
involved in the selection of routes, detailed negotiation with land managers, plus
erection of signs and waymarkers.  Members of the Groups continue to monitor the
Tweed Trails routes in their areas, dealing with maintenance and signage issues.

Courtesy of ScotWays, Tweed Trails and others
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Look after the places and routes you visit and enjoy; 
take only memories, leave only footprints.



25THE SCOTTISH OUTDOOR ACCESS CODE

Scotland’s outdoors, extending from the parks and open spaces in our towns to the
remote and wild areas of land and water in the Highlands, provides great
opportunities for open-air recreation and education. Open-air recreation provides
people with great benefits for their health and well-being and contributes to the
good of society in many other ways.  Part 1 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act
2003 gives everyone statutory access rights to most land and inland water. People
only have these rights if they exercise them responsibly by respecting
people’s privacy, safety and livelihoods, and Scotland’s environment.
Equally, land managers have to manage their land and water responsibly in
relation to access rights.

The Scottish Outdoor Access Code provides detailed guidance on the
responsibilities of those exercising access rights and of those managing land and
water.  By doing so, the Code provides a practical guide to help everyone make
informed decisions about what best to do in everyday situations.

The Code is based on three key principles and these apply equally to the public and
to land managers.

Respect the interests of other people.  Acting with courtesy, consideration and
awareness is very important.  If you are exercising access rights, make sure that you
respect the privacy, safety and livelihoods of those living or working in the
outdoors, and the needs of other people enjoying the outdoors.  If you are a land
manager, respect people’s use of the outdoors and their need for a safe and
enjoyable visit.  

Care for the environment. If you are exercising access rights, look after the
places you visit and enjoy, and leave the land as you find it. If you are a land
manager, help maintain the natural and cultural features which make the outdoors
attractive to visit and enjoy. 

Take responsibility for your own actions. If you are exercising access rights,
remember that the outdoors cannot be made risk-free and act with care at all times
for your own safety and that of others.  If you are a land manager, act with care at
all times for people’s safety.  

Statutory access rights and responsibilities
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Accept responsibility for your own actions. Keep dogs under close control at all
times, ideally on a short lead, particularly where there is livestock nearby.

Minchmoor and The Cheese Well - photos by Douglas Wright



ACCOMMODATION

PEEBLES 

• The Tontine Hotel, High Street, Peebles EH45 8AJ Tel:  01721 720892
E:  stay@tontinehotel.com  W:  www.tontinehotel.com

• Lindores Guest House, 60 Old Town, Peebles EH45 8JE Tel. 01721 729040
E:  mitchellsteve@hotmail.com  W:  www.lindoresgh.co.uk 

• 22 Biggiesknowe, Peebles, EH45 8HS (Self-catering)
Tel: 01501 785436 / 07931738767   E: 22biggiesknowe@gmail.com
W: www.22biggiesknowe.wixsite.com/peebles 

Peebles Landward (North)
• Cringletie House Hotel, Edinburgh Road, Peebles EH45 8PL Tel: 01721 725 750

E:  enquiries@cringletie.com  W:  www.cringletie.com

• Windylaws Farm, Peebles EH45 8PJ Tel: 07899 653 151
E:  info@windylawspeebles.co.uk  W:  www.windylawspeebles.co.uk 

EDDLESTON

• Fairydean Mill, Eddleston EH45 8QW Tel. 01721 730647
E:  cakes@rainbowsugarcraft.co.uk 

Peebles Landward (East)
• Craiguart B&B, Eshiels, Innerleithen Road, Peebles EH45 8LZ 

Tel: 01721 720219  E:  craiguart@btinternet.com  W:  www.craiguart.co.uk 

INNERLEITHEN

• St Ronan’s Hotel, High Street, Innerleithen EH44 6HF
Tel: 01896 831487 / 07769632002  E:  stronanshotel@hotmail.co.uk 

• Caddon View Guest House, 14 Pirn Road, Innerleithen, EH44 6HH
Tel: 01896 830208   E: stay@caddonview.co.uk  W: www.caddonview.co.uk
If your walkers use the code CADDON17 on our website, we can offer them a
10% discount. **

• Cleikum Mill Lodge, 7 Cleikum Mill, High Street, Innerleithen EH44 6QT
Tel: 07790 592747  E: hello@cleikum-mill-lodge.co.uk
W: www.cleikum-mill-lodge.co.uk 

There is a good range of accommodation available in the area, plus caravan and
camping sites at Peebles and Innerleithen. We cannot recommend which
accommodation to use. Those listed below have particularly expressed interest in
the Walking Festival, and are keen to welcome you.

27

Innerleithen is 6 miles, and Eshiels less than 2 miles from Peebles, both on
the A72 road.  Eddleston is 4.5 miles from Peebles, on the A703 road
(to / from Edinburgh). There is a regular bus service provided by Borders Buses
between Edinburgh, Eddleston, Peebles, Innerleithen and Galashiels, (No. X62).
Call 01896 754350.

NOTE
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

To enjoy the Scottish Borders Walking Festival safely and in comfort, it is essential
that you come equipped with suitable footwear, clothing and equipment.  Scotland
is famous for its changeable weather, so our advice is to come prepared for all
eventualities.  Walkers should bring their own packed lunches, (and water), these
being essential for all our walks.

Clothing & Footwear plus Equipment: Proper equipment may include
• Waterproof jacket and over-trousers, suitable for walking
• Walking boots providing ankle support and good grip for moderate, harder, and

strenuous walks. Waterproof walking shoes with good grip are advisable for
easier walks

• Good walking socks
• Trousers suitable for walking
• Thin fleece or jumper plus a spare - several thin layers are more effective than

one thick layer of clothing
• Warm hat and gloves - Sun hat
• Rucksack with waterproof liner
• Water bottle (at least 1 litre capacity) - Thermos flask for a hot drink
• Survival bag
• Spare high-energy food (e.g. glucose-based confectionery)
• Personal first aid kit - Sunscreen - Insect repellent

Optional Equipment: Consider
• Walking poles or other suitable walking stick useful for awkward descents
• Sunglasses; wet wipes or hand cleanser

WHAT TO WEAR AND BRING
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Easier: Up to 7¾ miles/12.7 kilometres distance with up to 650 feet/200 metres
of ascent.  Walking experience isn't necessary for these as distances are
relatively short and paths and gradients generally easy.  These walks will be
taken at a relaxed pace, often spending time at places of interest, and are
suitable for family groups.

Moderate: Up to 10 miles/16 kilometres distance with up to 1345feet/410
metres of ascent. These walks generally follow well defined paths, though
sometimes in hilly or upland areas which may be rough or steep in sections.
These walks are suitable for most people of average fitness.

Harder: Up to 13¾ miles/22 kilometres distance with up to 2569 feet/783 metres
of ascent. These walks are generally more strenuous and there will be sections
of steep and/or sustained ascent and descent and rough terrain.  These walks
are more suitable to those with a good level of fitness and stamina.

Strenuous: Up to 15 miles/24 kilometres distance with up to 3100 feet /945
metres of ascent. These walks are longer and more strenuous and there will be
sections of steep and/or sustained ascent and descent and rough terrain. These
walks are more suitable to those with a good level of fitness and stamina.

Festival walks have been graded as follows. These walk grades, together with the
walk length, ascent (where this is significant) and route description, will enable
walkers to select a suitable walk for their capability and interest.

WALK GRADES
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Lumberjills at Glentress Forest - photos by Douglas Wright

PEEBLES EX-SERVICEMENS CLUB
School Brae, Peebles  EH45 8AT

Proud to be supporting the 
Scottish Borders Walking Festival

as the Registration Centre

BARC Coach Hire has a variety of
coaches operating throughout the
Scottish Borders.

We are focussed on great customer
service at competitive prices and will
pull out all the stops to give you the
best experience in coach travel.

We are proud to be supporting the
Walking Festival.

Call us on
01721 722222

If it’s a taxi you need, we have a good
relationship with BARC Travel.
Contact them on 01721 721212.

Southern Upland Way, view from Blake Muir above Traquair - photo by Mike Baker
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Walk and Event places are limited. In order to secure a place on the walks of your
choice, you must book in advance. We recommend that bookings are made online,
if possible. If unable to have online access, then bookings can be made by post,
using this Form, or by telephone. Please note that for postal or telephone bookings
we can only accept payment by cheque. If you prefer to pay by debit or credit card,
then please make your bookings online, - if necessary through a trusted friend or
family member.

Please complete your details on the reverse of this Form, plus refer to the Booking
Terms and Conditions. Bookings are not confirmed until payment is cleared.

Walks and Events

&

Walk
No.

Cost 
per

place

£8

£8

£8

£8

£8

£8

£8

WALKS TOTAL

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

No. of
People

Total
Cost

Name of Walk

Event
Code

Sat02

Sun03

Mon04

Tue05

Wed06

Fri08

Registration and Postage Fee

Welcome Reception

Clues to the Past - Tweeddale

Walking Home - Tweed Theatre & Guests

Guided Town Walk

Go Wild and Local - local food evening

Festival Ceilidh and Supper

Cost 
per

person

FREE

£3

£10

£2

£12

£12

EVENTS TOTAL

-

£

£

£

£

£

£

£ 1 : 00

£

No. of
People

Total
Cost

Name of Event

GRAND TOTAL
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Peebles Walking Festival Group together with the Community Council of Peebles
and District, are committed to running the Walking Festival safely and will
appreciate your cooperation with this.  However, participants in the Scottish
Borders Walking Festival take part at their own risk.  The organisers, walk
leaders / walk support, and any funding partners shall not be liable for any
accident, injury or illness, however so caused.  You are advised to check your
personal accident insurance cover. Persons under the age of 16 years and
vulnerable adults must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

DISCLAIMER

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Full payment must be received in advance to validate bookings.

Bookings made by post, telephone, on-line or in person are non-refundable.

The booking confirmations are equivalent to a voucher and are non-transferable
between participants.

In the unlikely event that the Scottish Borders Walking Festival is cancelled by the
organisers, in whole or in part, participants will receive the walk place and event
ticket fees only.  Cancellation of travel reservations and hotel reservations is the
exclusive responsibility of the participant.
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Neidpath Castle - Photo by Mike Baker



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Scottish Borders Walking Festival 2017 has been arranged on behalf of Peebles and District
Community Council by Peebles Walking Festival Group, - an ad hoc committee of the Community
Council comprising a team of volunteers, - Douglas Wright, Mike Baker, Gerard Bakker, Ruth Kerr,
Graham Mackie, and Erica Niven, to whom the Community Council expresses grateful thanks for
their time and commitment.

………………………………………………………………………….
This year's Programme of Walks was devised by experienced walk leaders, with the knowledge
and expertise of Mike Baker in this respect being particularly acknowledged.  Several of our Walks
will be led by Rangers from Scottish Borders Council's Access Team.  The majority of the walks are
being led by experienced volunteers, mainly members of Biggar Ramblers, Tweeddale U3A,
Tweeddale Ramblers, Central Tweeddale Paths, and Innerleithen Walking Group, with all the
Walk Leaders being supplemented in the form of 'Walking Support' as required by other
volunteers from the various groups.  The assistance of these volunteers, many of whom will have
given a great deal of their time in advance to recce their walks, is greatly appreciated, together
with the assistance of the Rangers.  I record my special thanks and appreciation to the
'Innerleithen and district' representatives who decided not to run their annual Tweed Valley
Weekend Walking Festival this year, and instead to assist with our Festival. Their contribution to
our arrangements has been significant.

The cooperation of land-owners, farmers and other land managers is acknowledged, and every
effort will be made to ensure that access by our Festival participants is conducted in a responsible
manner and in accordance with the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

Particular thanks are due to the management of Peebles Ex-Servicemen's Club for their assistance
in hosting the Walk Registration Centre; Ian McLeod and staff of Elmbank Print for advice and
support with marketing materials and Festival Brochure; David Langworth for Brochure maps;
Keith Robeson, SBC Senior Countryside Ranger for advice and guidance; together with Jenny
Chang-leng, First Aid Borders Ltd for First Aid Training, and BARC Coach Hire for their cooperation
with transport provision.  The Community Council appreciates Scottish Borders Council's support
for the Welcome Reception.

The support of advertisers in this Festival Brochure is acknowledged with grateful thanks, -
together with the practical support of the voluntary organisations providing catering throughout
the week at the Walk Registration Centre, plus those who have cooperated in providing the
programme of evening social events.  We hope that our visitors will be equally appreciative by
patronising the firms concerned, plus showing generous appreciation for the groups providing
catering to our participants.

We express our thanks to Scottish Borders Council for providing funding support towards the costs
of the Walking Festival, and we are particularly pleased to give grateful acknowledgement to the
Scottish Mountaineering Trust for their financial support.

I personally value all the advice and assistance provided to and by Group members, including from
Gerald Tait of Coldstream Community Trust, (which organised the 2016 Walking Festival), whose
advice and prompt responses to many queries proved invaluable.  On behalf of Peebles Walking
Festival Group, a warm welcome awaits our visitors, and an equally warm and sincere thank you
is extended to everyone who has assisted in bringing this 23rd annual Walking Festival to fruition.

Douglas Wright, Coordinator, Peebles Walking Festival Group

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information contained in this
Brochure, the Peebles Walking Festival Group, Peebles and District Community Council, and
Scottish Borders Council cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.
Festival arrangements by Peebles Walking Festival Group
Brochure content by Douglas Wright
Brochure Design and Print by Elmbank Print, Peebles   www.elmbankprint.co.uk
Website managed by volunteer James Macfarlane; and hosted by Scottish Borders Council
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BOOKINGS
Your Contact Details

Booking is essential for all walks. 

Please return your completed Form by post, together with cheque in full payment to:
Peebles Walking Festival Group, Peebles Community Council, The Bridge -
Volunteer Resource Centre, School Brae, High Street, Peebles EH45 8AL

Cheques should be made payable to: Peebles Walking Festival Group.

Please note that we are unable to process Forms received without payment, plus full
payment must be received in advance to validate all bookings. Fees for Walk and Event
bookings are non-refundable. Bookings are not confirmed until payment is cleared.
Refer to the Booking Terms and Conditions.

Tickets will not be issued for walks or events; however, you will receive booking
confirmation(s). Please bring the relevant confirmation with you, as you will need it at
the Walk Registration Centre to register for your walk, and at Venues for entry to
events.

Telephone bookings may be made via 07982 450 326, but must be paid by cheque as
above, received in advance, for full amount, including £1:00 Registration & Postage
Fee. 

Postal & phone booking payments must be received no later than Wednesday 23
August, but note that walks may be fully booked well before then. Please book
early!

Thank you for your booking and we look forward to welcoming you to the Scottish
Borders and to Peebles in September.

* Several walks are already fully booked, - so please book now! *

Title First Name Surname

Address

Town Postcode

County Country

Telephone (Landline) Mobile

Email

Emergency Contact Name

Emergency Contact Number




