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SEStran is proud to support the Scottish 
Borders Walking Festival once again in 
2014. The festival is the biggest all-
abilities walking event of its kind in South 
East Scotland - and one of the biggest in 
the UK. 
  
This year the walking festival celebrates its 
20th successful year and once again it offers 
a range of walks from gentle rambles to 
demanding hikes through some of the most 
beautiful scenery in Scotland. 
  
SEStran exists to build a sustainable 
transportation system for South East 
Scotland, based upon making public 
transport the mode of choice for most 
journeys. We also promote car sharing, 
which can play a major role in reducing 

traffic congestion and both cycling and 
walking for shorter journeys. 
  
Some of the gentler routes in this year’s 
festival are designated as SEStran Walks. 
These are intended to be all-abilities events 
suitable for people of all ages and levels of 
fitness. Walking is an easy, cost free option 
for shorter journeys as well as the most 
natural form of exercise there is – and it’s 
fun! 
  
If you are travelling to the start point of your 
chosen walks, please use public transport if 
at all possible – or if you must drive, why not 
consider car sharing? A full car potentially 
takes three vehicles off the region’s roads, 
helping to cut traffic congestion and reducing 
the carbon footprint. 
  
To find out more about car sharing log onto 
the TripshareSEStran website at 
https://tripshareborders.liftshare.com 

 
 
 

 
Cllr Russell Imrie 
Chair of SEStran 

www.borderswalking.com 

https://tripshareborders.liftshare.com/
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Foreword 

Fatlips Castle, Minto 
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The Scottish Borders Walking Festival 
is the longest established walking 
festival in Scotland, hosted each year 
by different communities. Every year 
the festival attracts hundreds of walkers 
from across the UK and Europe, for 
walks across the beautiful scenery of 
the Scottish Borders. 
 
WALK AND EVENT DETAILS 
Details of walks and events are given 
over the next pages: walks in green and 
events in purple. A map showing the 
area covered by all this year’s walks is 
on the centre page of this booklet. 
 
TICKET PRICE AND BOOKING 
The festival walks are priced at £8, £6 
or £4, dependent on the need for 
transport or other incidentals. Events 
are priced individually with some free of 
charge.  
 
Booking is required for all walks and 
events, unless otherwise specified.  You 
can book tickets through the festival 
website, in person at the Visitor 
Information Centres in Jedburgh, Kelso, 
Hawick, Melrose and Peebles, or by 
phoning 01835 863170. Booking closes 
two days before each walk or event—or 
when sold out, so early booking is 
advised. 
 
 

Registration Centre 
You should arrive at the registration 
centre 30 minutes before your walk is 
scheduled to set off, bringing along your 
booking confirmation. 
 
The registration centre will be Thistle 
Clubrooms, Lothian Park, Jedburgh for 
all days except Wednesday 3rd and 
Thursday 4th September when it will be 
in Denholm Vi l lage Hal l .  The 
registration centres will be signposted. 
 
WALK GRADING 
Festival walks are graded to help you 
select ones suited to your ability. 
Easier:  
Walking experience isn’t necessary for 
these as distances are relatively short 
and paths and gradients generally easy. 
These walks will be taken at a relaxed 
pace, often spending time at places of 
interest.  Suitable for family groups. 
Moderate:  
Up to 9 miles (14.5 km) with 1300 feet 
(395 m) ascent. These walks generally 
follow well defined paths, though 
sometimes in hilly or upland areas 
which may be rough or steep in 
sections. These walks are suitable for 
most people of average fitness. 
Harder Moderate:  
up to 10¾ miles (17.3 km) with 2830 
feet (860 m) ascent. There may be 
some sections of steep ascent and 

Introduction 
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rough terrain on these walks which are 
more suitable to those with a good 
level of fitness. 
Harder:  
Up to 13½ miles (21.7 km) with 2625 
feet (800 m) of ascent. These walks 
are generally longer, more strenuous 
and there will be sections of steep and/
or sustained ascent and descent and 
will often be rough underfoot. These 

Welcome Night A 

Saturday 30th August 

Time 6:30pm  Cost free A get together to celebrate the opening of the 20th 
festival. Meet and greet for walkers with pipers  
school choir and local celebs. With wine & nibbles. 

Venue Mary Queen of Scots Gardens   

walks are more suitable for those with 
a good level of fitness and stamina. 
 
FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
You can find the festival on Facebook 
and Twitter. Search “Scottish Borders 
Walk ing Fest iva l ” and fo l low 
@borderswalking. You can also 
subscribe to email updates through our 
website. 

 

Main Street 
Denholm 
 

Tel: 01450 870247 
 

 Lunches & Evening Meals served daily 
 (booking advisable at weekends) 
 
 Sunday High Teas served 4-6.30pm 
 
 Good family-run establishment 
 
 Recommended by CAMRA Good Beer 

Guide 2014 

www.FoxandHoundsInnDenholm.co.uk 
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1.1 Carter Bar to Jedburgh  1.1 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 10 miles / 16 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 61/2   hrs Ascent 1000 ft / 300 m  

Depart 9:30  Check in 9:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Eildon Ramblers 

Extensive views north can be seen from the start point of 
the historic border crossing.  The route then follows the 
traditional tracks used by both drovers and border reivers 
and latterly by the Jethart Callant and his cavalcade during 
the town’s annual festival in July.  We walk over hills, 
through river valleys, pastures and parts of the ancient 
Jedforest on our journey to Jedburgh. 

Byrness to Towford  
via the Pennine Way 

 Sunday 31st August 

1.2 

Grade Harder 

Distance 9 miles / 14 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 5  hrs Ascent 1722 ft / 525 m  

Depart 9:30  Check in 9:00 

Bus  Both directions  

Led by Kenny Taylor 

Very steep climb up rocks one mile after the start, then 
follows the Pennine Way to Chew Green Roman fort. The 
walk then continues by other paths to Blacklaw Hill and 
Woden Law to Towford. 
 
 

Jedburgh to Harestanes  
via Penielheugh 1.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 7 miles / 11.5 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 41/2 hrs Ascent 820 ft / 250 m  

Depart 10:00  Check in 9:30 

Bus Return only   

Led by Helen Oliver 

Leaving Jedburgh via the Border Abbeys Way, heading 
downstream following the river Teviot to Nisbet. The walk 
then climbs to the Waterloo Monument on the summit of 
Penielheugh with stunning panoramic views of the Scottish 
Borders before descending to Harestanes Visitor Centre. 
 

Jedburgh — Ferniehurst Circular 1.4 

Grade Moderate 

Distance  51/2  miles / 9 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 3 hrs Ascent 500 ft /150m  

Depart 10:30  Check in 10:00 

Bus Not required   

Led by Janette Woods   

Heading south from Jedburgh we climb gently past Todlaw 
Farm and down into the valley, passing the Capon Tree 
and onto the King of the Wood.   
We continue to Ferniehurst Castle, the ancestral home of 
the Kerr family.  Following the path to Muckle Dean and 
Kersheugh we return via a country road to Jedburgh. 

Time 5:30pm  Cost    free 

Venue Jedburgh Abbey 

A short non-religious service will be held in  the historic 
Abbey on Sunday evening at which the Jedburgh Brass 
Band will play. 
All welcome 

Abbey Service B 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable 

Venue Thistle Clubrooms, Glebe, Jedburgh 

Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate, with  sandwiches and very 
tasty home baking to enjoy.   

Afternoon Teas 
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  Sunday 31st August 

Monteviot in Autumn 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsagents, Grocery, 

Greetings Cards 

Stationery 
 

 

Westside, Denholm 

 

01450 870593 
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  Monday 1st September 

Pennymuir to Hownam 2.1 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 9 miles / 14 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 5 hrs Ascent 1900 ft / 580 m  

Depart 9:15 Check in 8:45 

Bus Both ways   

Led by Melrose Paths Group 

A walk in the foothills of the Cheviots taking us through 
traditional Border valleys.  Starting from Pennymuir Hall, 
passing a Roman camp and an ancient hill fort at Woden 
Law.  Please note some of the climbs are steep. 
 
 

Oxnam to Jedburgh  
via Mossburnford & Kersheugh 2.2 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 6 miles / 9.5 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 4 hrs Ascent 350 ft / 108 m  

Depart 10:30  Check in 10:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Kate Johnston & Nick Harrison 

Starting in the beautiful rural village of Oxnam, we will 
head west past Oxnam Neuk through Birkenside Woods 
before descending into the hamlet of Mossburnford. We 
then follow farm tracks to the Muckle Dean, Kersheugh 
and the Capon Tree prior to returning to Jedburgh. 
 

Jedburgh West Circular 
(Lanton Woods, Timpendean) 2.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 61/2 miles /10 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 31/2  hrs Ascent 680 ft / 207 m  

Depart 10:00  Check in 9:30 

Bus  Not required 

Led by SBC Rangers 

Following the River Jed via good walkways to the foot of 
the town before climbing west with panoramic views of 
Jedburgh.  We leave the road into Lanton Woods to visit 
Timpendean Tower overlooking the village of Ancrum in 
the Teviot Valley before the return leg through Lanton 
Wood itself and descending back into Jedburgh. 
 
 

Larkhall Burn &  
the Jedburgh Circular Route 2.4 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 5 miles / 8 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 3 hrs Ascent 700 ft / 230 m  

Depart 10:15  Check in 9:45 

Bus  Not required 

Led by Mark Fotheringham 

Passing by the famous Abbey and heading up the Cas-
tlegate with the Castle Gaol in our sights, we follow a path 
alongside the Skiprunning Burn, passing Glenburn Hall to 
reach the golf course. From here we follow local tracks 
alongside the golf course towards Lanton Woods, before 
descending taking in views of the town and the Cheviots 
beyond via the kirkyard to Lothian Park. 
 

Time 6:30pm  Cost free 

Venue Tourist Information Centre 

A guided walk led by Ken Fotheringham, taking in 
many of the historic and notable sites in Jedburgh. 
This will be followed by a slide show and talk in the 
Carters Rest. 

Town Trail C 

Time 7.30pm  Cost free 

Venue The Cannon, Exchange Street 

Walkers are welcome to attend this regular event. 
Just come along and enjoy the music. 
 
 

Folk Night D 
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 Walks near Jedburgh 

The Street, Hownam 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate, with  sandwiches and very 

tasty home baking to enjoy.   

Venue Thistle Clubrooms, Glebe, Jedburgh  

Afternoon Teas 
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  Tuesday 2nd September 

Cessford to Jedburgh via  
St Cuthbert’s & Border Abbeys Way 3.2 

Kelso to Jedburgh  
via Border Abbeys Way 3.1 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 121/2 miles / 20km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 6 hrs Ascent Relatively flat 

Depart 9:45 Check in 9:15 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Mark Fotheringham 

Leaving the historic town of Kelso, this walk passes the 
ruins of Roxburgh Castle with views of Floors Castle.  We 
reach the village of Roxburgh beneath the imposing rail-
way viaduct before following the banks of the River Teviot 
back to the mouth of the River Jed.  Mainly flat walking and 
includes stretches of disused railway line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 8 miles / 13 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 51/2  hrs Ascent 754 ft / 230 m 

Depart 10:30 Check in 10:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Kenny Taylor 

Starting from the impressive ruins of Cessford Castle, we 
follow St Cuthbert’s Way over Cessford Moor before pick-
ing up the Roman Road—Dere Street—to Mounthooly 
Farm. From there we use the Border Abbeys Way back to 
Jedburgh.  Many beautiful scenic views on this walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ulston Circular  3.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 9 miles / 14 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 51/2  hrs Ascent 650 ft / 200 m 

Depart 10:00 Check in 9:30 

Bus Not required   

Led by Kate Johnston & Nick Harrison 

This walk explores the tracks and countryside to the east 
of Jedburgh.  We follow local riding, cycling and walking 
paths towards Hunthill House, crossing farmland with 
extensive views of the town and beyond to the Cheviots.  
After taking the path through Grouse Wood, we will join the 
Roman Road, Dere Street, before joining the Border Ab-
beys Way to return to the town.  This walk has beautiful 
views of the surrounding Borders area. 
 
 
 
 
 

Harestanes & Ancrum Circuit 3.4 

Grade Easier 

Distance 5 miles / 8 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 3 hrs Ascent Relatively flat 

Depart 9:45 Check in 9:15 

Bus Public transport both ways  

Led by SBC Rangers 

Leaving Harestanes Visitor Centre along Monteviot Drive 
and crossing the River Ale into the ancient village of An-
crum. Heading west towards Ancrum Mains before follow-
ing the path passing the primary school and church to 
Furlongs.  Passing by Chester Hall and Croupyett before 
heading down to the picturesque ruins of Ancrum Kirkyard.  
Returning to “Little Lovely” - the old name the locals used 
for Ancrum—to see the old Mercat Cross and taking the 
Millenium trail in the woods and the Ale Water path back to 
Copland and Harestanes. 
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 Walks near Jedburgh 

Time 7:00pm  Cost £2.50 

Venue Tory Club, Abbey Place 

£10 per team of 4, or £2.50 per head. 
Unless arriving in a pre-arranged group, individuals 
will be grouped into teams as they arrive. 
Prizes will be awarded for the highest scoring team. 
Come along and test your general knowledge while 
giving your feet a well earned rest. 
 

Quiz Night E 

Border Abbeys Way at Roxburgh Viaduct 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable 

Venue Thistle Clubrooms, Glebe, Jedburgh 

Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate, with  sandwiches and very 

tasty home baking to enjoy.   

 

 Afternoon Teas 
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  Wednesday 3rd September 

Jedburgh to Denholm via Swinnie, 
Ruberslaw & West Leas 4.2 Minto Hills & Fatlips Castle 4.1 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 111/2 miles /18.5 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 7 hrs Ascent 925 ft /  
285 m 

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Donald Knox 

We head to Minto church and the golf course before tack-
ling Minto Hill where views from the top are worth the 
climb.  We then follow a disused railway line to Standhill 
Farm and Cheesery with an opportunity to purchase some 
wonderful local cheese.  Then to Troney Hill and by farm 
tracks to the Barnhills Moor plantation. Next, forestry tracks 
to Fox Covert before ascending to Fatlips Castle.  Hopeful-
ly we will be able to gain access and experience the views 
from the restored parapet.  We leave the castle and head 
for the river bank and back to Denholm.  

Grade Harder 

Distance 12 miles /19 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 61/2 hrs Ascent 2000 ft / 
615 m 

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Mike Still 

We leave Jedburgh by the Border Abbeys Way past the 
Castle Gaol and on to Merlin Dean.  At this point we follow 
the Justice Way past Swinnie Cottages and on to Swinnie 
Moor.  Good views all round from here.  We cross the moor 
to the footbridge across the Rule then follow the river to 
Billerwell before starting the ascent of Ruberslaw.  From 
the summit, again with excellent views, we cross the boggy 
ground to rejoin the Abbeys Way at Denholmhill Wood and 
descend in to Denholm  
 
 
 Hawick to Denholm  

via Cavers 4.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 81/2 miles / 13.5 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 51/2 hrs Ascent  

Depart 9:45 Check in 9:15 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Roger Adams 

We leave Hawick via the Hummelknowes Bridge off the 
Newcastleton road for a short walk to join an old drove 
road where we shall start to enjoy some fine views. On 
reaching Adderstone Lee we follow the track to Kirkton and 
cross the road to head for Cavers and Cavers Tower 
(historic site). Through the woods to Midgard and onto 
Denholm Dean and back to the village. 
 
 
 
 
 

Denholm, Bedrule Church & Tower 
Burn 4.4 

Grade Easier 

Distance 61/2 miles / 10.5 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 4 hrs Ascent 1250 ft/385 m 

Depart 10:30 Check in 10:00 

Bus Not required   

Led by Helen Rabour, Borders Abbey U3A 

Following the Border Abbeys Way up the Loaning, with 
good views looking back to Minto Hills, the Eildons and 
Fatlips Castle.  We cross the Rule Water leading up to the 
war memorial and Bedrule village, with the opportunity to 
visit the inside of pretty Bedrule Church. Lunches at the 
village hall may be booked on the day when registering for 
the walk.  Return is via a quiet country road, with the Rule 
Water on the right, then passing Towerburn and Spittal 
Tower, before retracing the outward route back to 
Denholm. 
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 Walks around Denholm 

Time 7:30pm  Cost £3.00 

Venue Denholm Village Hall 

Open to all ages.  Come along for a bit of fun! Try ‘Curling’ 
with a difference. NO ICE for a start. Inspired by our Curl-
ing Olympians, try out your skills with some ‘stones on 
wheels’.  Could be just as competitive as the real thing —
only warmer. 
 
OR 
 
If you would prefer, try your hand at some Carpet Bowling 
in the Lesser Hall. Be just as competitive as the profes-
sionals or just relax and enjoy the fun. 
 
Special awards and prizes for winners. 
 
Bookings taken on the day.  
Price includes light refreshments. 
 

Indoor Curling & Carpet Bowling G 

Time 7:30pm  Cost free 

Venue Fox & Hounds 

Relax with an evening of dominoes in one of our local 
friendly hostelries.  A warm welcome and a good beer is 
guaranteed.  No need to book, just come along. 

Dominoes Tournament F 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable 

Venue Denholm Village Hall 

(Time can coordinate with returning walkers) 
 

Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
 Tea, coffee and hot chocolate is on offer with  

 sandwiches and very tasty home baking to enjoy.   
 

Afternoon Teas 
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  Thursday 4th September 

Denholm, via Zig Zag, Swinnie & 
Bedrule 5.1 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 12 miles / 19 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 61/2  hrs Ascent 2000 ft / 615 m 

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus Not required   

Led by Ronnie Templeman 

We leave Denholm by the Border Abbeys Way following 
the route via Spittal Tower to Blawearie where we leave 
that path and head in to Gilboa Wood.  We stay in largely 
wooded surrounds through West Lees, crossing the Rule 
Water by an old footbridge.  We cross the fields to go 
to  Watch Knowe and down to Swinnie Plantation.  We 
then follow the road down to Easter Fodderlee Cottages 
where we branch off to Bowshot and Abbotrule following 
the road to Hallrulemill Bridge.  Then to Town-o’-Rule and 
the Zigzag plantation before ascending Ruberslaw.  Now 
it’s downhill all the way to Denholmhill, Woodside and back 
into Denholm. 
 

Ogilvie Cairn to Denholm  
via Drinkstone 5.2 

8:Grade Moderate 

Distance 10+  miles /  km  Cost £7.50/£8.00 

Duration 6 hrs Ascent 600 ft / 200 m 

Depart 9:15 Check in 8:45 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Mike Still 

The walk starts at the Olgivie Cairn which was erected to 
commemorate W.H. Olgivie, a well known and much 
admired local writer and poet.  Leaving the Cairn we pass 
over open ground with good all round views before picking 
up the Hawick Circular Riding Route and heading towards 
Drinkstone Hill.  We then pick up the Border Abbeys Way 
to the Boonraw cross roads where we leave the long 
distance route and go towards the A7.  Once on the East-
ern side of the A7 we go into woodland to Clarilaw and 
cross the old railway line to pick up the Border Abbeys 
Way again.  We then follow this route back in to Denholm. 
  
 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 51/2    miles /  km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 4 hrs Ascent 450 ft / 140 m 

Depart 10:00 Check in 9:30 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Will Roberts 

A relatively gentle walk starting from Barnhills Farm and 
heading towards the Barnhills Moor plantation on a good 
track.  We turn off the track before reaching the plantation 
and go towards Howdales.  Here we pick up the route to 
Fatlips Castle where we will be able to gain access and 
experience the views from the restored parapet.  We leave 
the castle by the same route and head for Well Sikes and 
Craigend Bank before following the river bank back to 
Denholm. 
 
 
 

Barnhills to Denholm 
via Fatlips Castle 5.4 

I 

Denholm Circular via Cavers &  
Border Abbeys Way 5.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 7  miles /  11.5 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 41/2  hrs Ascent 150 ft / 50 m 

Depart 10:30 Check in 10:00 

Bus Not required   

Led by Eildon Ramblers 

Leaving Denholm we pass through Denholm Dean woods, 
former pleasure gardens with Covenanter Connections. 
We then follow old tracks with views of Ruberslaw, Minto 
Hills and Teviotdale to enter old Cavers Estate where we 
see sites of historic interest. The return is along the scenic 
banks of the River Teviot with the chance to see herons 
and other birdlife  
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 Walks around Denholm 

Ruberslaw & Denholm 

Time 8:00pm  Cost £5.00 

Venue Denholm Village Hall 

Denholm Folk Club are ready to entertain you with Border 
music by great local musicians and entertainers.  
Did you know 2014 is the ‘Year of the Haggis’? 
In recognition of this, we will be serving a tasty haggis, 
neeps and tatties supper which can be washed down with 
a drink from the bar.  An experience not to be missed! 
Award winning haggis supplied by Denholm Meat Supplies. 

Denholm Folk Club Concert H 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable 

Venue Denholm Village Hall 

(Time can coordinate with returning walkers) 
Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate on offer with  sandwiches 
and very tasty home baking to enjoy.   

Afternoon Teas 

Children’s Walk 5.5 

Grade Easier 

Distance 3 miles /  km  Cost free 

Duration 4 hrs Ascent  

Led by SBC Ranger Service 

Senior children from the local primary schools in Denholm 
& Hobkirk will join into the spirit of the Walking Festival by 
walking their own route today. 
 
From the school they will walk up The Loaning, proceeding 
through woodland scenery to enjoy open views of 
Ruberslaw.  A picnic lunch will be enjoyed by all at a suita-
ble stopping point.  They will follow part of the route of the 
Hawick Cornet and his followers to reach the Dean Road.  
Weather and time permitting,they will then proceed through 
the picturesque Denholm Dean and return via the Village 
Hall for refreshments before returning to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map on centre pages contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2014 
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  Friday 5th September 

St Boswells to Jedburgh 6.1 
Jed Bairnkine Circular (Swinnie, 
Jacob’s Ladder, Ferniehurst) 6.2 

6.3 6.4 

Grade Harder 

Distance 141/2 miles /23.5 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 7 hrs Ascent 812 ft /250 m 

Depart 9:15 Check in 8:45 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Kenny Taylor 

In the footsteps of St Cuthbert, we will leave St Boswells, 
following the River Tweed by the golf course, reaching 
Maxton church.  Then following Dere Street, passing Lady 
Lilliard’s grave with extensive views of the Penielheugh 
memorial to the battle of Waterloo and on to Harestanes 
Visitor Centre before returning to Jedburgh along the 
Border Abbeys Way. 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 12 miles / 19km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 61/2  hrs Ascent 1250 ft / 385 m 

Depart 9:45 Check in 9:15 

Bus Not required   

Led by Mike Still 

Exploring tracks and countryside south of Jedburgh.   
We pass to the east side of Dunion Hill to Swinnie and 
Gillies Tongues and via Bairnkine to Jacobs Ladder and 
then to Ferniehirst Castle and back to Jedburgh via King of 
the Wood, one of the last survivors of the Ancient Jed 
Forest. 
 

Time 3-5:30 pm  Cost Variable Take a short break and rest those weary legs and feet and 
enjoy some refreshments before returning home. 
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate, with  sandwiches and very 

tasty home baking to enjoy.   

Venue Thistle Clubrooms, Glebe, Jedburgh  

Afternoon Teas 
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 Walks around Jedburgh 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 6 miles / 9.5 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 5 hrs Ascent 1312 ft / 400 m 

Depart 10:30 Check in 10:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Kate Johnston & Nick Harrison 

Following the Border Abbeys Way we climb out of the 
picturesque village of Denholm with it’s beautiful green, 
past Spittal Tower and on to Bedrule and over the “Dunion 
Top” to the famous abbey town of Jedburgh. 
 
 
 

Denholm to Jedburgh 
via Border Abbeys Way 6.3 

Harestanes Circular 
via Folly Loch & Penielheugh 6.4 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 51/2  miles / 9 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 3 hrs Ascent 813 ft / 250 m 

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus  Required both ways 

Led by Helen Oliver 

Walking from Harestanes Visitor Centre on country paths, 
we join St Cuthbert’s Way alongside the Marble Burn and 
on to Dere Street, joining the road at Folly Loch.  From 
here we shall take forest tracks and head onto 
Penielheugh for stunning views from the Waterloo Monu-
ment before returning to Harestanes. 
 
 

Time 7:00pm  Cost £10.00 

Venue Glendouglas Hall 

The Jock Thomson Ceilidh Band will provide the 
music for a lively night. Come and dance the night 
away after a supper of stovies. 
 

Ceilidh I 
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  Saturday 6th September 

Pennymuir to Jedburgh  
via Dere Street 7.1 

Chew Green Circular  
via Woden Law & Kale Water 7.2 

Grade Harder Moderate 

Distance 10 miles / 16 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 6 hrs Ascent 975 ft / 300 m 

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Mike Still & Donald Knox 

This section of Dere Street links the edge of the Cheviot 
Hills to Jedburgh.  Starting from Pennymuir Roman Camp 
we see several points of archaeological interest on the way 
including a Standing Stone, The Five Stanes (remains of a 
burial cairn) and Cunzierton Fort on a nearby hill.  Soon we 
reach Whitton Edge where there are fantastic views.  From 
here we head for Cappuck and the Oxnam water, continu-
ing on Dere Street in a straight line to Jedfoot. 
 

Grade Harder 

Distance 121/2 miles / 20 km  Cost £8.00 

Duration 7 hrs Ascent TBC  

Depart 9:30 Check in 9:00 

Bus  Required both  ways 

Led by Ronnie Templeman 

Starting at Towford, follow Dere Street up to the col then 
drop down to Streethouse and take the track to Buchtrig. 
From there follow a path towards Peelinick and up to the 
Refuge hut at Lamb Hill. From here follow the Pen-
nine Way to Black Halls and on to Chew Green. We can 
then retrace our steps to Black Halls and follow Dere 
Street back to Towford.  
 

Final route to be confirmed.  

Kalemouth to Jedburgh  
via Nisbet 

7.3 

Grade Moderate 

Distance 7 miles / 11.5 km  Cost £6.00 

Duration 4 hrs Ascent  flat 

Depart 10:00 Check in 9:30 

Bus Outward only   

Led by Kenny Taylor 

Following parts of the old railway line we pass through the 
village of Nisbet before picking up the River Teviot to take 
us back to Mounthooly and on to Jedburgh. 
 

Jedburgh Hundalee Circular 7.4 

Grade Easy 

Distance 4 miles / 6.5 km  Cost £4.00 

Duration 3 hrs Ascent  820 ft / 250 m 

Depart 10:30 Check in 10:00 

Bus Not required   

Led by Margaret Taylor 

Passing Jedburgh’s Bowling Club and up the hill to 
Todlaw Farm before turning through Hundalee Farm and 
on to the Green Road at the foot of the Dunion Hill.  We 
then descend via Ratten Row back to re-trace our steps 
through Todlaw and back to Lothian Park.  

Time 5:30pm  Cost Free 

Venue Mary Queen of Scots House  

After the last walks on Saturday, the festival will end with a procession from the Town Square to Mary Queen 
of Scots House, followed by a short hand-over ceremony of the event to the next hosts. 

Closing Ceremony J 
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 Walks near Jedburgh 

FLOWER SHOWS 
 

The Annual Flower shows  
in Jedburgh Town Hall  

and Denholm Village Hall  
take place this afternoon. 

 
If you need something  

less energetic to do today,  
then why not feast the eyes  

and rest the legs? 
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Jedburgh 400 years ago looked very 
different to the town we know in 2014. 
 

The town itself was contained in a 
herring bone pattern of streets, houses 
and gardens inherited from medieval 
times.  The spine was from Townhead 
(just below the site of the Castle which 
was demolished in the early 1400s), 
down the Castlegate, through the 
Market Square, along the High Street, 
continuing down the Black Quarter 
(North of Jeweller’s Wynd) and finally 
stopping at the Goose Pool at 
Townfoot. 
 

The main crossover was Burn Wynd 
(from where Skiprunning Burn now 
crosses Exchange Street) across the 
Square and down the Canongate as 
far as the bridge. 

The entire town was contained inside 
the West side of the curve of the river 
Jed, there were houses across the river 
at the Bongate and Reikman’s Row 
(Richmond Row) but these were outwith 
the Burgh. 
 
At this time the six defensive towers for 
the town were still in use.  They were as 
follows - Moscrope’s Tower around 
Friarsburn Close, Ladfield’s Tower near 
the Health Centre, St Ninian’s Tower on 
the site of the Public Hall, D’Abbies 
Tower on the Castlegate at the 
entrance to Abbey Close, Pyle’s Walls 
or Barros Fortalice beside the Goose 
Pool and finally the Tower in the 
Square beside the Nursery (this was 
owned by the Kerr family of Ferniehirst) 
 

JEDBURGH AROUND 1600 

Moscrope’s Tower         Ladfield’s Tower           D’Abbie’s Tower           Barros Fortalice 

 St Ninian’s  Tower     Tower in the Square 
     (showing Kirk Wynd)  
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 by Chris Veitch 

The Market Square back then was very crowded, but of course the traffic now 
coming in from Abbey Place would have not been a problem because the Tower 
was built in what is now the road. As well as the Tower (it was as big as Mary 
Queen of Scots House) there was a Courthouse and tenements in what was known 
as the Canongate Tongue. The Market Cross was in the middle of the square, 
there was a well housed in some sort of building and the stocks were also there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Queen of Scots attended the Assizes in 1566 after which she visited 
Bothwell at Hermitage Castle. It is said that she addressed the people of 
Jedburgh from the steps of the Courthouse. Her husband Darnley unsuccessfully 
attempted to see her and had to take lodgings in what is now known as Darnley’s 
Close. 
 

(The image used is that of a similar building from Lauder) 
 

As well as the defensive towers there 
were gates at the North, South, East 
and West Ports of the town.  The 
exact placing of the North gate is 
not definitely known but the East Port 
was in the Canongate near the 
Bridge and the South Port appears 
to have been at the top of the 
Castlegate.  The siting of these and 
that of the West Port in Burn Wynd 
(now Exchange Street) are easily 
seen from old maps. 
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Health and Safety 
We are committed to running the walking festival safely and appreciate 
your cooperation with this. However, participants take part in walks at 
their own risk and we cannot accept responsibility for any accident or 
injury. If you have a health condition that you think is relevant, please 
make the leaders aware of this prior to your walk. Dogs (except guide 
dogs) are not allowed on festival walks. Persons under the age of 16 
should be accompanied by a paying adult. Participants are asked not to 
smoke on walks or at events. 
 

What to wear and bring 
To enjoy the Scottish Borders Walking Festival safely and in comfort, it is 
essential that you come equipped with suitable footwear, clothing and 
equipment. Scotland is famous for its changeable weather, so our advice is 
to come prepared for all eventualities. 
 
This may include: 

• Waterproof jacket and over-trousers 
• Walking boots providing ankle support and good grip 
• Good walking socks 
• Trousers suitable for walking 
• Thin fleece or jumper plus a spare – several thin layers are more 
 effective than one thick layer of clothing 
• Warm hat and gloves 
• Sun hat 
• Rucksack with waterproof liner 
• Water bottle (at least 1 litre) 
• Thermos flask for a hot drink 
• Survival bag 
• Spare high-energy food (e.g. glucose-based confectionery) 
• Personal first aid kit 
• Sunscreen 
• Walking poles or other suitable stick useful for awkward descents 
• Insect repellent 
• Sunglasses 

Important Information 
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The original Anglo-Saxon settlement of 
Denum was sited “at the valleys” where 
the narrow glen of the Dean Burn met 
the broad, flat haughs by the River 
Teviot.  The earliest surviving record of 
the name is in the Ragman Rolls signed 
at Berwick in 1296 when Guy of 
Denum, along with many other Scottish 
nobles, swore fealty to Edward I of 
England.  The early hamlet or “toun” 
was plundered and burnt several times 
during English raids of the 16th century 
before the Union of the Crowns in 1603 
ushered in more peaceful times.  
 
The oldest house still standing is 
Westgate Hall which bears the date 
1663.  It was built by Sir Archibald 
Douglas of Cavers whose descendants 

were to remain Lairds of Denholm for 
some 300 years.  In 1664 he feued, or 
leased, 83/

4 acres of land in Denholm 
for houses and garden ground.  The 
new tenants built their single storey 
cottages around the village green and 
down the Canongate.   
 
They supported themselves by raising 
pigs and poultry and growing barley, 
oats, wheat and vegetables on runrig 
strips near the village.  They also had 
the right to graze cattle and dig peat 
on Denholm Muir on the lower slopes of 
Ruberslaw.  Flax was grown, then 
soaked and retted to soften its coarse 
fibres, before it was spun into yarn by 

History of Denholm 

Hassendean Burn 
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 by Margaret Sellar 

the womenfolk and woven into linen 
cloth by the men, the “wabsters”. 
 
The home weaving of linen was 
gradually replaced by the stocking 
industry.  Knitting frames were set up in 
cottages and later in purpose-built 
stocking shops.  Rosecroft in the Dean 
Road and the Old Mill, near the 
northwest corner of the Green, are now 
dwelling houses but still have the little 
square windows under which the frames 
were set to catch the daylight.  The 
stocking industry flourished and there 
were 87 frames in Denholm in 1844.  
But by the end of the century nearly all 
production had moved to large water-
powered mills in Hawick.   
 
 

The village population soared in the 
mid 19th century with the success of the 
nearby quarries.  Most of the older 
Denholm houses were built of this 
attractive local sandstone, soft red or 
buff in colour, and there was plenty of 
demand for i t  further afield.   
Transportation improved in 1864 with 
the opening of a road bridge over the 
Teviot to connect with the road to 
Hassendean station and the new 
railway.  But by the end of the century 
both the quarrying and stocking 
industry had declined so much that the 
community was once again mostly 
vil lage smallholders, craftsmen, 
tradesmen and shopkeepers.    
 
The Green has always been at the 
centre of village life although it was not 

Minto Hills 
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always the recreational area it is 
today. Weekly and half-yearly fairs 
were held there and part of the base 
of an old mercat cross can still be seen 
in the centre. Every year a great 
bonfire was lit the night before the 
November fair.  This dated from an 
ancient pagan custom, the Bough o’ 
Bale (pile of boughs).  The bonfire is 
still lit each year but inevitably it has 
become associated with fireworks and 
Guy Fawkes.  The Green used to be 
cluttered with pig styes, dunghills, 
peatstacks and ‘other nuisances’ before 
it was tidied and enclosed in 1836.   A  
Feuars’ Committee was set up to 
manage it for the benefit of the village 
householders and for many years it was 
used to grow crops or let for cattle 
grazing.     
 
In the middle of the Green today 
stands the distinctive Leyden Monument, 

built in 1861 to commemorate the poet 
and scholar, Dr. John Leyden, a local 
“lad o’ pairts’ who was born in 1775 in 
the thatched cottage overlooking the 
Wee Green.  The son of a shepherd he 
set off for Edinburgh University at the 
age of fifteen, making most of the 
journey on foot.  He was a brilliant 
linguist but is best remembered now for 
his collaboration with Sir Walter Scott 
in collecting ballads for the ‘Minstrelsy 
of the Scottish Borders’ and for his own 
‘Scenes of Infancy’ celebrating the 
beauty of his native Teviotdale.   
 
The monument itself was erected on the 
site of the parish school.  Its most 
distinguished former pupil was Sir 
James A. H. Murray, the editor of the 
Oxford English Dictionary.  The son of a 
tailor, he was born in 1837 in a rented 
room in the Crown Inn, now 3 Main St.   
The ‘Auld Schule on the Green’ was 

Timpendean Tower 
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demolished in 1858 and replaced with 
a fine new building which is now the 
village hall.  A sprawling single storey 
school building grew up behind it in the 
mid 20th century only to be devastated 
by fire in the spring of 2006.   It had to 
be demolished and in its place the 
community now has a state-of-the-art 
modern primary school.   
 
Denholm Church was built as a Free 
Church after the Disruption of 1843.  

The villagers raised the money 
themselves and some of the rough 
stones in a side wall are said to have 
been collected from the river.  The 
congregation rejoined the Church of 
Scotland in 1929.    
 
Today Denholm offers a great quality 
of life.  Set in beautiful rolling 
countryside it is only 5 miles from 
Hawick and Jedburgh but still has its 
own primary school, church, shops, post 
office, pubs and coffee shops.  It is also 
a fine centre for walking and cycling. 
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What is Tripshare Borders.com?  
TripshareBorders.com is a website that 
offers people a way of linking up with 
others who want to travel in a more 
environmentally friendly manner 
through sharing journeys.  The online 
database allows members to search for 
travel companions and arrange shared 
journeys with other members. 
 
Who runs it? 
TripshareBorders.com is funded by 
SEStran and supported by Scottish 
Borders Council. A range of additional 
Tripshare sites are operated by 
SEStran in cooperation with our partner 
Local Authorities.  These include Scottish 
Borders Council, City of Edinburgh 
Council, Clackmannanshire Council, East 
Lothian Council, Falkirk Council, Fife 
Council, Midlothian Council and West 
Lothian Council. 
 
Who is it for? 
TripshareBorders.com is for everyone. It 
can match all types of journeys, 
whether by car, bicycle or walking. You 
can even arrange to share a taxi! 
 
 

What are the advantages? 

 Membership is free! 

 Journey costs are reduced 

 You can save up to £1,000 pa 

 It helps reduce congestion 

 Reduces your carbon footprint 
 
How do I get started? 
To join, log on to TripshareBorders.com 
and select your local scheme from the 
map provided. Once registered, log 
your journeys on your profile to be 
matched with others in your area. 
 
When can I Tripshare? 
You can share virtually any journey.  
Many members choose to share a 
journey: 

 Getting to work 

 Doing the weekly shop 

 Taking the children to school 

 Going to the match at the weekend 

 Travelling to a festival or show 

 For university 

 Visiting friends 

 Getting to the airport 

 Getting to a Park and Ride 

Register on TripshareBorders.com today and start saving money. 
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The organising committee for 2014 would like to thank everyone who has 
given their support, time and effort towards making the 20th festival a 
success. It is supported by South East of Scotland Transport Partnership, 

Jedburgh Common Good Fund and Scottish Borders Council. 

Penielheugh & Poppies 
Sandy Milligan 


