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SEStran (South East of Scotland 
Transport Partnership) is proud to 

sponsor the Scottish Borders Walking 

Festival, once again in 2013.  
 

The event, which is now in its 19th year, 

plays a major role in encouraging people 

to take up walking and to enjoy the wide 
variety of beautiful landscapes the Borders 

has to offer. 
 

SEStran’s Role 
SEStran is the Regional Transport 

Partnership (RTP) for South East Scotland, 

comprising eight local authorities 
including Clackmannan, Fife, East Lothian, 

West Lothian and Midlothian, Edinburgh, 

Falkirk and the Borders. Our aim is to 
develop a comprehensive, sustainable 

transportation system for the region that 

will enable businesses to function 

effectively, and improve access to health 
care, education, public services and 

employment for all. 
 

The task is urgent. South East Scotland’s 

population is expected to grow by more 

than 30% by 2023. If future generations 

are not to face increasing congestion and 
major threat to the economy and the 

environment, we must achieve a step-

change in public behaviour towards 
transportation. 
 

Why Walk? 

Walking is an ideal form of transportation 
for shorter journeys and contributes 

towards cutting traffic congestion and 

improves public health. By walking for just 
30 minutes a day, you can reduce the risk 

of death by heart disease or stroke and 

significantly improve overall health. There 
is no need for an expensive gym 

membership, and special equipment and 

you can do it at any age; with a sturdy 
pair of shoes and (in Scotland, at least!) a 

waterproof, you can improve your health, 

strength and stamina through walking 

while shopping, going to work, or just 
getting out and about enjoying the 

countryside. 
 

Getting there 

SEStran is committed to promoting 

sustainable forms of transportation. Please 

try to use public transport if possible, or 
why not extend your day out by getting 

there on foot or by bicycle? 
 

If you really need to use the car, why not 

share the journey with friends? A fully 

laden car can potentially take up to three 

vehicles off the road, while sharing the 
drive to work can make a real contribution 

towards cutting traffic congestion and 

reducing the region’s carbon footprint.  
You can find out more about the benefits 

of car sharing on the Tripshare Borders 

page. 
 

 

 

 
Cllr Russell Imrie 

Chair of SEStran 
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I am delighted to welcome you all to the 2013 Scottish Borders Walking 
Festival which this year will be taking place in the Tweed Valley around the 
communities of Innerleithen, Walkerburn and Clovenfords. 

This area has long been associated with walking from the time when Robert 
Mathison led excursions with the Innerleithen Alpine Club in the 1880's to 
study the history, geology and botany of the Borders and wanted to 
encourage people to look afresh at their local surroundings. 

A superb variety of walks has been carefully researched over the past year that 
cater for the most adventurous walker to those who want a gentler stroll and 
the guides will take you to see some stunning views from the hilltops as well 
as telling you about the rich culture and history of the area. 

As well as walking there is also a programme of events and talks throughout 
the week and we can guarantee you will enjoy some great evenings of music, 
fine food and drink as well as some true Borders' hospitality. 

Whether you are visiting the area for the first time or think you know its every 
nook and cranny, there are walks in this festival which we hope will inspire 
and refresh you and you will be unable to resist coming back year after year! 

Catherine Maxwell Stuart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bier Law, Walkerburn 

Foreword 
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The Scottish Borders Walking Festival is the longest established walking 
festival in Scotland, hosted each year by different communities. Every 
year the festival attracts hundreds of walkers from across the UK and 
Europe, for walks across the beautiful scenery of the Scottish Borders. 
 

Walk and event details 

Details of the 2013 walks and events are given over the next 15 pages, 
walks in green and events in purple. A map showing the area covered 
by all this year’s walks is shown on the centre page of this booklet, and 
detailed maps of individual walks can be found on the festival website. 
 

Ticket price and booking 

The 31 standard festival walks are priced at £6 and the 4 photo walks at 
£25. Events are priced individually with some free of charge.  
 

Booking is required for all walks and events, unless otherwise specified.  
You can book tickets through the festival website, in person at the 
Visitor Information Centres in Hawick, Jedburgh, Kelso, Melrose and 
Peebles, or by phoning 01835 863170. Booking closes two days before 
each walk or event or when sold out, so early booking is advised. 
 

Registration centre 

You should arrive at the registration centre 30 minutes before your walk 

is scheduled to set off, bringing along your booking confirmation. 
 

The registration centre will be Memorial Hall, Leithen Road, Innerleithen 
for all days except Sunday 1st September where it will be the Church 

Hall (just along the road). The registration centres will be signposted. 

 

Walk grading 

Festival walks are graded to help you select ones suited to your ability. 
Easier: walking experience isn’t necessary for these as distances are 
relatively short and paths and gradients generally easy. These walks will 
be taken at a relaxed pace, often spending time at places of interest, 
and are suitable for family groups. 
Moderate: up to 9 miles (14.5 km) with 1300 feet (395 m) ascent. These 

walks generally follow well defined paths, though sometimes in hilly or 

Introduction 

www.borderswalking.com 
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A get together to celebrate the opening of the 19th 
festival. The standard bearer and his attendants will 
perform the reel to give visitors a flavour of 
Innerleithen. Catering will be provided and local 
historians Ted McKie and Ross McGinn will give a short 
talk on the town’s history. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lyle Caine, Innerleithen Standard Bearer for 2013 
Photo: St Ronan’s Border Games 

Time 7 pm Cost Free, no need to book 

Venue St Ronan’s Primary School, Innerleithen 

Welcome Night A 

 
 
 
 

 
 
As well as the standard festival walks, 
there will be three “Walk-it” walks which 

are run weekly by Scottish Borders 

Council Paths to Health. 
 

These short walks are free and there’s no 

need to book. Just turn up at the 

following times and places: 
 

Monday 10.00 am 

Eastgate Theatre, Peebles 
 

Wednesday 9.45 am 

HBMI Club, Walkerburn 
 

Friday 10.00 am 
Whistle Stop Café, Innerleithen 

Introduction 

 Saturday 31st August 

upland areas which may be rough or steep in sections. These walks are 
suitable for most people of average fitness. 
Harder moderate: up to 10 ¾ miles (17.3 km) with 2830 feet (860 m) 
ascent. There may be some sections of steep ascent and rough terrain 
on these walks which are more suitable to those with a good level of 
fitness. 
Harder: up to 13 ½ miles (21.7 km) with 2625 feet (800 m) of ascent. 

These walks are generally longer, more strenuous and there will be 
sections of steep and/or sustained ascent and descent and will often be 
rough underfoot. These walks are more suitable to those with a good 
level of fitness and stamina. 
 

For the latest news 

You can now find the festival on Facebook and Twitter. Search 
“Scottish Borders Walking Festival” and follow @borderswalking. 
You can also subscribe to email updates through our website. 
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 Sunday 1st September Walks around Innerleithen and Walkerburn 

 

From Traquair Kirk our route takes us westwards up the 
Glen to Glenshiel Banks (minor road/farm tracks). By 
moorland track we climb southwards Blackhouse 
Forest, and thence by forest tracks to Blackhouse 
Tower. We return to Traquair Kirk along the Southern 
Upland Way. This walk ties in with Alastair Learmont’s 
talk on Robert Mathison and the Innerleithen Alpine 
Club. 

Robert Mathison Walk 1.1 

Grade Harder Duration 7 ½ hours 

Distance 11 ¾ miles / 19 km 

Ascent 1770 feet / 540 metres  

Depart 09:20 Return 15:10 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Alastair Learmont and Kitty Bruce-Gardyne 
of Learmont MacKenzie Travel  

 

The Innerleithen Alpine Club was founded in 1889 
under the charismatic leadership of Robert Mathison. A 
heritage movement before its time, the Club dedicated 
itself to the study of the geology, botany and antiquities 
of the Scottish Borders. Alastair Learmont from 

Learmont Mackenzie Travel tells the inspiring tale of a 
Borders Hugh Miller and a remarkable community 
institution. This event is linked to Walk 1.1 – Robert 
Mathison Walk. 

Talk on Robert Mathison by Alastair Learmont B 

Time 7-8 pm Cost £2 

Venue Union Club, Innerleithen 

 

A steep 150m ascent of Pirn Craig at the start of the 
walk onwards and upwards to the old mill reservoir on 
Kirna Law. Carrying on we soon reach the high point of 
the walk, Priesthope Hill, with spectacular views over 
the Tweed Valley and beyond. We then drop down to 
the old ruin of Priesthope and along to the Purvis Hill 
Terraces, thereafter a quiet stroll along the River Tweed 
back to Innerleithen.  

Kirnie Law and River Tweed 1.3 

Grade Moderate  Duration 5 hours  

Distance 8 miles / 12.8 km  

Ascent 1800 feet / 550 metres  

Depart 10:00  Return 15:00  

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Colin Kerr of East Tweeddale Paths  
 

A figure of eight walk around the historic town of 
Innerleithen which visits many of the important features 
of the town, including the St Ronan’s Well, the cauld 
and mill lade which powered many of the old mills and 
workshops in the town and generated the first 
electricity. There are fine views over the town from the 
Iron Age fort on Windyknowe and the walk returns 
along the banks of the Tweed and Leithen Water.  

Innerleithen Circular 1.4 

Grade Easier  Duration 3 ¾ hours  

Distance 5½ miles / 8.8 km  

Ascent 350 feet / 107 metres  

Depart 10:30 Return 14:15 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Jim Lyon of Tweeddale U3A  

 

From Traquair Kirk we enter the beautiful Glen Valley 
with its Baronial house frequented by royals and the 
rich and famous. Past the manmade Loch Eddy, then 
upwards and onto Birkscairn Hill (a Donald). Spectacular 
views are gained over the Tweed and Traquair Valleys. 
We then skirt along the ridge before dropping down 
once more.  

The Glen and Birkscairn Hill 1.2 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 5 ½ hours 

Distance 9½ miles / 15.5 km  

Ascent 1560 feet/475 metres  

Depart 09:20 Return 15:10 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Kevin McKinnon of East Tweeddale Paths  
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 Sunday 1st September Walks around Innerleithen and Walkerburn 

 
 
 

 
Caddon View 

Innerleithen 
 

Award Winning Country  
Guest House & Restaurant 

 
A great walk deserves  
great accommodation 

 
01896 830208 

stay@caddonview.co.uk 
www.caddonview.co.uk 

 

Following the old Minchmuir Road, where the 
hedgerows offer rich foraging, we will ascend through 
mixed forest to the moor itself in search of blueberries. 
We will see The Point of Resolution, by environmental 
sculptor Charlie Poulson, the ancient Cheese Well and 
the Minchmuir View Point, which gives a panorama of 
Border hills. The descent will be by approximately the 
same route, taking in a loop through woodland above 
Traquair village.  

Tasting the Wild, Foraging 
Walk, Circular 1.5 

Grade Moderate  Duration 4 hours 

Distance 5 miles / 8 km  

Ascent 1200 feet / 360 metres  

Depart 10:50 Return 15:10 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Fi Martynoga and Alison Baker  

Remember: Walks are priced at £6 each (except photo walks) 

Book your tickets at borderswalking.com or phone 01835 863170 

 

This personally guided walk by local professional 
photographer Graham Riddell will cover the basics of 
photographic technique and explain the dials and 
symbols on most digital cameras whilst demonstrating 
them with you as opportunities arise. 
 

This walk is priced at £25 per person and will also run 
on Saturday 7th September. For further information 
contact Graham on 01896 830915. 

Photo Walk with  
Graham Riddell Photography 1.6 

Grade Easier Duration 2 hours 

Distance 1.5 miles / 2.4 km  

Depart 10:00 Return 12:00 

Bring Digital camera and tripod (if you have one) 

Led by Graham Riddell 

See walk 1.6 for more information. 

Photo Walk with  
Graham Riddell Photography 1.7 

Depart 14:00 Return 16:00 

Tweed at Nether Pirn 
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 Monday 2nd September Walks around Clovenfords 

A linear walk, on the northern part of the Gala Circuit. 
From Gunknowe Loch and Tweed, the walk goes into 
Langlee Woodland for good views across to the Eildons. 
Continue across Ladhope Moor, past Buckholm to 
Torwoodlee Broch via the Golf Course. It continues to 
Clovenfords by farm tracks. 

Tweedbank to Clovenfords  
by Torwoodlee Broch 2.1 

Grade Harder Moderate  Duration 6 ½ hours  

Distance 10 ¼ miles / 16.3 km  

Ascent 1150 feet / 350 metres  

Depart 09:00 Return 16:35 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Susan Kevan of Scottish Borders Council 
Ranger Service  

We start this walk at the magnificent Ashiestiel Bridge 
before heading into the Glenkinnon Site of Special 
Scientific Interest semi natural woodland, climbing 
upwards through good forest roads to the Three 
Brethern cairns with breathtaking views of the Border 
countryside. We then drop down to Yair Bridge and the 
River Tweed before heading upwards once more to the 
panoramic views of Neidpath Hill and then home for a 
cup of tea. 

The Three Brethren  
and Neidpath Hill 2.2 

Grade Harder Duration 5 ¾ hours  

Distance 9 ¾ miles / 15.2 km  

Ascent 2000 feet / 610 metres  

Depart 09:00 Return 16:35 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Mike Still and Hilde Paxton 

 

We start this walk at the magnificent Ashiestiel Bridge 
before heading along the River Tweed along good 
paths. Over the river you will see Caddonfoot Church, 
built in 1861 “…in fulfillment of Alexander Pringle of 
Whytbank”. Carrying on along the riverbank observing 
the local flora and fauna we pass the beautiful Yair 
House built in 1788 by William Elliot for Alexander 
Pringle. Crossing over the Yair Bridge we then carry on 
upwards to the panoramic views of the Border 
countryside from Neidpath Hill before heading down 
once more to Caddonfoot Hall and a well earned rest. 

Peel, Yair and Neidpath Hill 2.3 

Grade Moderate Duration 4 ½ hours  

Distance 6 ¼ miles / 10.2 km  

Ascent 1000 feet / 305 metres  

Depart 09:45 Return 15:30 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Greg Macfarlane and Stuart Bell 
 

Starting our walk outside the Clovenfords Country Inn 
with the statue of Sir Walter Scott, we head uphill and 
along a broad elevated track – perhaps an ancient 
Roman route – to Torwoodlee Mains, then following an 
easy path to the site of the Broch – an ancient hilltop 
defensive structure. Beautiful views open up of the Gala 
water as we descend past the remains of Torwoodlee 
Tower. Crossing the busy A72 we head up the shoulder 
of Meigle Hill past the quarry and on to Meigle Pots, 
reputedly a secretive area for the Covenanters in the 
1640s, thereafter along to Meigle Farm and back to our 
start. 

Torwoodlee Broch 
and Meigle Pots 2.4 

Grade Easier Duration 4 ½ hours  

Distance 6 miles / 9.5 km  

Ascent 650 feet / 200 metres  

Depart 09:45 Return 15:30 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Jim Burrell and John Marshall 

Clovenfords 
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 Monday 2nd September Walks around Clovenfords 

Whistle Stop  
Smail’s and Supper C 

Sample Innerleithen by visiting one of the National Trust 
for Scotland’s more unusual properties, Robert Smail’s 
Printing Works, a fully operational Victorian letterpress 
printers. Then relax in friendly surroundings and enjoy a 
two course supper at the Whistle Stop Café. Most areas 
of the printing works are fully accessible but there are 
stairs to the caseroom. The café is fully accessible. For 
more information call Smail’s on 0844 493 2259. 

Whistle Stop: 12 High Street Innerleithen, EH44 6HA 

Ticket price of £17 includes tour, two course meal and 
tea or coffee. There is a supplement of £3 (payable on 

the night) if you would like three courses. 

Time 18:00 Cost £17 

Venue 
Robert Smail’s Print Works and 
Whistle Stop Cafe, Innerleithen 

Talk by Kellan MacInnes D 

 

Kellan MacInnes is the author of the bestselling 
book Caleb’s List, Climbing the Scottish Mountains 
Visible from Arthur’s Seat, which tells the story of his 
discovery of a long forgotten Scottish hill list compiled 
by Victorian mountaineer Caleb George Cash, an early 
Scottish mountaineer who explored the Cairngorms in 

the 1890s and a pioneer of natural conservation. 

Kellan is a long term survivor of AIDS who has lived 
with HIV for the past 25 years, and set out to climb the 
20 hills on Caleb’s list, along the way experiencing the 
healing power of the Scottish landscape. He will be 
talking about his experiences climbing the Scottish 
mountains visible from Arthur’s Seat and the life and 

times of Cash, the early Scottish mountaineer. 

There will be the opportunity to ask questions and buy 
signed copies of Caleb’s List. A percentage of net sales 
of the book will be donated to Waverley Care, 
Scotland’s leading charity supporting people living with 

HIV and Hepatitis C. 

Time 19:30 Cost £2 

Venue Vale Club, Innerleithen  

Neidpath Hill 
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 Tuesday 3rd September Walks around Peebles, Traquair, Stobo and Broughton 

Some of John Buchan’s earliest works were inspired by 
the Borders landscape. This glorious west-east traverse 
of the upper Tweed Valley leads from Broughton to 
Peebles via Stobo, the Manor Valley and Cadmuir Hill. 

The John Buchan Way 3.1 

Grade Harder Duration 7 hours 

Distance 13 ½ miles / 22 km  

Ascent 1950 feet / 595 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 17:00 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Keith Robeson of Scottish Borders Council 
Ranger Service 

Head up from the small settlement beside Peel House 
near Clovenfords to reach Williamhope. Peel House is a 
Baronial Mansion built at the turn of the 19th century. 
The house had an important role to play in WWII. We 
will continue over moorland along the droving route 
from Williamhope to the high Minch Moor drove road; 
following the Southern Upland Way before finishing at 
Walkerburn by Little Minch Moor. 

Glenkinnon to Walkerburn 3.2 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 6 hours 

Distance 9 ¼ miles / 15 km  

Ascent 1250 feet / 380 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 15:55 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Erica Niven of Scottish Borders Council 
Ranger Service and David Langworth of 
Melrose Paths Group 

 

Take an exclusive look into the workings of the famous 
Traquair Brewery housed in the eighteenth century 
wing where the world famous Traquair House Ales are 
produced. After the tour taste all four delicious bottled 
ales brewed at Traquair in the 18th century dining 
room.  

Guided Brewery Tour and Real Ale Tasting in Traquair Dining Room E 

Time 20:00 Cost £8.50 

Venue Traquair House, Innerleithen  

 

Some of John Buchan’s earliest writings were inspired 
by the Borders landscape. This glorious west east 
traverse of the Upper Tweed Valley takes us from 
Broughton via Stobo and the Manor Valley to Cademuir 
and Peebles. We walk along hill tracks, farm tracks and 
minor roads visiting Stobo Parish Church on the way. 

John Buchan Way,  
Stobo to Peebles 3.3 

Grade Moderate Duration 5 hours 

Distance 7 ½ miles / 12 km  

Ascent 900 feet / 275 metres  

Depart 10:00 Return 15:45 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Biggar Ramblers  
 

A walk around the pretty and picturesque grounds of 
Stobo Estate in the upper Tweed Valley passing by the 
Stobo Castle Health Spa and their intriguing Japanese 
Water gardens and loch. 

Stobo Circular 3.4 

Grade Easier Duration 3 ¾ hours  
Distance 5 ¼ miles / 8.5 km  
Ascent 525 feet / 160 metres  
Depart 10:00 Return 14:45 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Barry Teasdale of Tweeddale U3A  
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 Tuesday 3rd September Walks around Peebles, Traquair, Stobo and Broughton 

CLOVENFORDS  
- COUNTRY INN - 

 

We have a cosy bar, family friendly 
lounge and the Vineyard Restaurant 

 

Good quality homemade food made 
with locally sourced fresh produce 

 

Every Monday night is Grill Night! 

A main meal plus a glass of wine for just £12! 
 

Sunday Carvery - 12-4pm - only £9.95 

Choose from four roasts, slow cooked to 
perfection, add freshly prepared vegetables, 
roast and boiled potatoes and a soft drink. 
 

Book now to avoid disappointment! 
 

Tel: 01896 850203 
 

See our what’s on page at 
www.clovenfords-hotel.co.uk 

Southern Upland Way above Traquair Church 
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 Wednesday 4th September      Walks around Blackhopebyre, Philiphaugh, Thornielee and Stow 

 

A linear walk in the Moorfoot Hills from Stow to 
Innerleithen via Lugate and Scroof going over Mossy 
Rig, Windlestraw Law and Glede Knowe. Discover more 
about the different land uses patterns of the area with 
an opportunity for some fantastic views over the 
Borders and central Scotland and to observe the upland 
flora and fauna of the area. 

Wedale to Tweeddale 4.1 

Grade Harder Duration 7 hours 

Distance 12 ¼ miles / 21.4 km  

Ascent 2400 feet / 730 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 16:55 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Colin Kerr, Mike Baker and Alison Baker  

 

Climb up through Thornielee Forest and then head out 
over open moorland to Windlestraw, a Donald. 
Returning along the ridge over Scawd law and Cairn 
Hill. An excellent opportunity to see upland wildlife and 
fine views across most of the Scottish Borders and 
beyond. 

Thornielee to Walkerburn  
via Windlestraw Law 4.2 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 7 hours 

Distance 11 miles / 17.7 km  

Ascent 2830 feet / 870 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 16:25 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Susan Kevan of Scottish Borders Council 
Ranger Service  

 

A linear walk in the hills (including Windlestraw Law 
and Glede Knowe) high above Innerleithen. 
Magnificent views with an opportunity to observe the 
land use patterns and upland wildlife of the area and to 
learn about the history of the mill town. On paths, 
tracks and over some rough ground. 

Blackhopebyre to Innerleithen 4.3 

Grade Moderate Duration 5 ½ hours  

Distance 8 miles / 12.9 km  

Ascent 1300 feet / 395 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 15:10 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Gordon Banks of Tweeddale U3A  
 

Starting near the impressive Glen House, the walk 
follows a gently rising track through the Border hills to 
Glenshiel Banks. Here we enter a section of remote 
moorland before descending to the placid Loch Eddy, 
then following a good track down the picturesque Glen 
to complete the circuit. 

The Glen and Loch Eddy 4.4 

Grade Easier Duration 3 ½ hours  

Distance 4¾ miles / 7.5 km  

Ascent 525 feet / 160 metres  

Depart 10:00 Return 14:10 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Jim Lyon of Tweeddale U3A  

InkyPrints 

This walking and printing activity will involve a walk 
around the nature trail and then a session of printing 
and making from what is collected. Children under 8 
must be accompanied by an adult. Children over 8 can 
attend without an adult but must be registered by an 

adult at the start and let leaders know arrangements for 
collection at the end. The activity will involve a walk 

around the nature trail which is uneven and not paved. 

For more information contact 

Smail’s on 0844 493 2259. 

G 

Time 15:15 - 17:00 Cost Free 

Venue St Ronans Primary School, Innerleithen  
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 Wednesday 4th September      Walks around Blackhopebyre, Philiphaugh, Thornielee and Stow 

 

Quiz Night F 

Time 20:00 Cost £10 a team (max 6 ) 

Venue Vale Club, Innerleithen  

Innerleithen History Walk H 

Local historians Ted McKie and Ross McGinn will take 
you on a tour of Innerleithen gone by.  

Time 18:00 Cost £3, no need to book  

Venue Meet outside Memorial Hall, Innerleithen  

Innerleithen High Street c.1950 

Scroof Cottage, Bowland Estate near Stow 
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 Thursday 5th September Walks around Melrose 

 

From Gala Policies follow the route over Hogg Hill to 
the Tweed, then climb through Yair Forest to the Three 
Brethren cairns, then out along the Minchmoor ridge 
with fine views across the central Borders. 

The Southern Upland Way: 
Galashiels to Innerleithen 5.1 

Grade Harder Duration 7 hours 

Distance 13 miles / 21 km  

Ascent 2200 feet / 670 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 16:50 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Keith Robeson and Euan Calvert of  
Scottish Borders Council Ranger Service  

This pleasant walk visits the site of the Eildon Tree, the 
spot where Thomas the Rhymer first met the Faerie 
Queen. The tree itself has long disappeared and is now 
marked by the Eildon Tree Stone. This encounter with 
the elfin queen resulted in Thomas’ acquisition of 
prophetic power and he went on to make a number of 
significant predictions. The walk then circles the foot of 
the Eildons over Bowden Moor to Cauldshiels Loch 
(look out for water-kelpies). Return to Melrose via 
Rhymer’s Glen. 

Rhymer’s Walk 5.2 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 5 ¼ hours  

Distance 9½ miles / 15.3 km  

Ascent 1400 feet / 425 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 16:00 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Melrose Ramblers 

 
 
 

The Boyds will be playing a live mix of 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s 
songs including Beatles, Fleetwood Mac, and Eagles at the 
Country Inn with a two hour set in the conservatory. The 
Clovenfords Hotel was originally Whytbank Cottages, the first houses 
in the village, converting to an inn circa 1750. Sheriff Sir Walter Scott 

stayed in the hotel from 1799 to 1801, before moving to Ashiestiel. 

Finger Buffet and Live Entertainment at the Clovenfords Country Inn I 

Time 7.30 for 8 pm  Cost £5, no need to book  

Venue Clovenfords Country Inn  

 

A long walk with some moderate gradients exploring 
part of Sir Walter Scott’s Abbotsford Estate, one of the 
most significant designed landscapes in Scotland. Walk 
up through Rhymer’s Glen to Cauldshiels Loch, then 
drop down to the riverside path passing the front of 
Abbotsford House and back by the Tweed to Melrose 
along the Borders Abbeys. 

Cauldshiels and Tweed 5.3 

Grade Moderate Duration 5 ¼ hours  

Distance 9 miles / 14.5 km  

Ascent 650 feet / 200 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 16:00 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by John Henderson of Walking Support  
 

Starting from Melrose and its famous Abbey we visit Sir 
Walter Scott’s Abbotsford House and then along the 
River Tweed, a chance to see the rich and varied plant 
life. With the Eildon Hills in the background we carry on 
along The Tweed past the old suspension bridge at 
Gattonside and then back to Melrose, famous for 
Sevens rugby at the Greenyards. 

Melrose and Abbotsford 5.4 

Grade Easier Duration 4 hours 

Distance 7 miles / 11.3 km  

Ascent 160 feet / 50 metres  

Depart 10:00 Return 15:30 

Bring Walkers should bring a packed lunch  

Led by Melrose Ramblers 
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 Thursday 5th September Walks around Melrose 

 

A walk from medieval Melrose past the Abbey and 
along the Tweed Valley to Newstead, reputed to be the 
oldest inhabited village in Scotland. A circuit of the 
hidden Roman fortress of Trimontium includes stunning 
views from the towering Leaderfoot viaduct followed 
by tea in the village hall before returning to Melrose. 

The Trimontium Walk 5.5 

Grade Moderate Duration 4 hours 

Distance 5 miles / 8 km  

Ascent 900 feet / 275 metres  

Depart 10:00 Return 15:30 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Trimontium Trust  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

12 High Street  Innerleithen 
Peeblesshire  EH44 6HA 

 
 

We Are Open: 
Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
 

For more information 
 about us and our services 

give us a call on 01896 830374 or email  
info@whistlestopcafeinnerleithen.co.uk 

or visit our website: 
www.whistlestopcafeinnerleithen.co.uk 

 

Cauldshiels Loch, near Melrose 

Walks are priced at £6 
(photo walks are £25) 

 

Book your tickets online 
 at borderswalking.com  
or phone 01835 863170 

Abbotsford House 
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 Friday 6th September Walks around Yarrow Valley and Innerleithen 

 

A traditional route used by cattle drovers, passing the 
ancient Dryhope Tower House, rebuilt 1613, and now 
in a ruinous state. Views over the Glen and Glen House, 
famous for association with royalty, and finally down to 
Traquair Church. 

Tibbies to Traquair via 
Southern Upland Way 6.1 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 6 hours 

Distance 10¾ miles / 17.3 km  

Ascent 1310 feet / 400 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 16:00 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Kevin McKinnon of East Tweeddale Paths 

 

A chance to climb another Donald hill above the gently 
remote Yarrow Valley. On the high ridges where the 
shepherds tend their flocks we will cross over to the 
Southern Upland Way on Pykestone Rig. The route 
continues down to the ruin of the abandoned 
shepherd’s home at Riskinhope Hope from where we 
will descend to Loch o’ the Lowes and St Mary’s Loch. 

Birkhill to St. Mary’s 
Loch via Herman Law 6.2 

Grade Harder Duration 5 hours 

Distance 6¼ miles / 10 km  

Ascent 1375 feet / 420 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 15:40 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Erica Niven and Susan Kevan of Scottish 
Borders Council Ranger Service 

 

A traditional Scottish ceilidh with a bar and dancing to 
the music of the Clarty Cloot. Light supper included. 

Ceilidh with the Clarty Cloot J 

Time 20:00 Cost £8.00 

Venue Memorial Hall, Innerleithen  

 

A traditional route used by cattle drovers, part of which 
is now the Southern Upland Way, passing the ancient 
Dryhope Tower House, rebuilt 1613, and now in a 
ruinous state with views over St Mary’s Loch before 
dropping down to Craig Douglas. 

Blackhouse and  
Dryhope Towers 6.3 

Grade Moderate Duration 5 hours 

Distance 7¾ miles / 12.6 km  

Ascent 450 feet / 135 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 15:40 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Gordon Banks of Tweeddale U3A  

A lovely walk around the forest overlooking Walkerburn 
and the Tweed Valley. There are many chances of 
panoramic views and some interesting historical 
features. 

Bier Law Circular 6.4 

Grade Easier Duration 4 hours 

Distance 7½ miles / 12 km  

Ascent 820 feet / 250 metres  

Depart 10:20 Return 14:35 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Nan and Bill Mclure of 
Walkerburn Walkit group  

clartycloot.co.uk 
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 Friday 6th September Walks around Yarrow Valley and Innerleithen 

Flower and Vegetable Shows 
 

For fantastic shows of flowers, 
vegetables, baking and handiwork 

pop along to these local shows. 
 

Innerleithen 

Sunday 1st September 2 pm 
 Memorial Hall, Leithen Road 

 
Walkerburn 

Saturday 7th September 2pm 
Public Hall, A72 

 
Clovenfords 

Sunday 15th September 1-4pm 
Caddonfoot Village Hall 

 Corner House Hotel 

TRADITIONAL FOOD &  

CHINESE CUISINE 

 

LUNCHES / SNACKS /  

TAKEAWAY 

 

TEA & COFFEE 

AVAILABLE ALL DAY 

 

CORNER HOUSE HOTEL 

1 CHAPEL STREET 

INNERLEITHEN 

EH44 6HT 

  

01896 831181 

cornerhousehotel@yahoo.co.uk 

St Mary’s Loch 
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 Saturday 7th September Walks around Peebles 

 

Follow the Glensax Burn along this fine valley before 
striking out for the Summit of Dun Rig (742m). here 
there are great views across Tweeddale and a chance of 
seeing a variety of upland wildlife before descending 
down through The Glen following the Quair Water. 

Peebles to Kirkhouse by Glen 
Sax and Dun Rig 7.1 

Grade Harder Duration 6 hours 

Distance 11 miles / 17.7 km  

Ascent 2000 feet / 610 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 15:45 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Keith Robeson and Erica Niven of Scottish 
Borders Council Ranger Service  

This route goes up the Gypsy Glen, following an old 
drove road, over Kailzie Hill and Kirkhope Law before it 
descends down into the Glen. A chance to see a variety 
of wildlife and some tremendous views over Peebles, 
the Tweed Valley and the surrounding countryside. 

Gypsy Glen to Kirkhouse 7.2 

Grade Moderate Duration 5 hours 

Distance 7½ miles / 12 km  

Ascent 1300 feet / 395 metres  

Depart 09:10 Return 14:45 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Brian Henry  

 

Starting in the ancient Burgh of Peebles, following the 
Glenkinnon Burn into Glentress Forest, famous for its 
mountain biking centre. Thereafter skirting the forest 
along the ridge overlooking both the Tweed and 
Leithen Valleys, before reaching the pinnacle of the 
walk Lee Pen and then down to Innerleithen and home. 

Peebles to Innerleithen via 
Dunslair Heights and Lee Pen 7.3 

Grade Harder Duration 6 ½ hours  

Distance 10 miles / 16 km  

Ascent 2300 feet / 700 metres  

Depart 09:30 Return 16:15 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Colin Kerr  

 

This route from Eddleston goes up an old track to the 
top of Dundreich for some tremendous views over the 
Lothians, Scottish Borders and beyond. The walk then 
goes down past Portmore Loch to visit the ancient 
“Rings” before continuing onthrough the wooded 
grounds of Portmore Estate to the Scots Pine Cafe. 

Dundreich Hill and Northshield 
Rings 7.4 

Grade Harder Moderate Duration 5 ¾ hours  

Distance 7 miles / 11 km  

Ascent 1600 feet / 485 metres  

Depart 10:00 Return 16:45 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by 
Mike Baker, Alison Baker and  
Rory McDonald  

Gypsy Glen 
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 Saturday 7th September Walks around Peebles 

 

Innerleithen’s Silver Band and Pipe Band will play and 
the Shepherd’s crook handed over to the host of next 
year’s walking festival. Meet at Hall Street, Innerleithen 
and walk to Memorial Hall.  

Closing Ceremony L 

Time 17:00 Cost Free, no need to book  

Venue Memorial Hall, Innerleithen  

 

Start at Kingsmeadow car park using the new access 
path down the River Tweed to Innerleithen. Good 
oppurtunity to see the Upper Tweed Valley in its 
granduer. Possible sightings of Osprey as we pass 
Cardrona Forest and Kailize gardens. 

Peebles to Innerleithen 
via Old Railway 7.5 

Grade Easier Duration 4 hours 

Distance 6¾ miles / 10.8 km  

Ascent 100 feet / 30 metres  

Depart 1000 Return 14:15 

Bring Full hill walking gear and a packed lunch  

Led by Biggar Ramblers  

 

Borders Country Market 
 

A traditional farmers' market 

with a range of fresh, locally 

sourced produce including  

free range pork, vegetables, 

cheeses and home baking, 

plus a number of craft stalls. 
 

Held on the first Saturday of 

the month from 10 am - 2 pm 

in the car park of the Borders 

General Hospital, Melrose. 
 

Dates of future markets: 

6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th 

October, 2nd November, 7th December 
  

www.borderscountrymarket.co.uk 

See walk 1.6 for more information. 

Photo Walk with  
Graham Riddell Photography 7.6 

Depart 10:00 Return 12:00 

See walk 1.6 for more information. 

Photo Walk with  
Graham Riddell Photography 7.7 

Depart 14:00 Return 16:00 

Innerleithen Union Club 
 

Peebles Road 
 

Supporting the Scottish  
Borders Walking Festival 

 

Visitors welcome  
 

We are across the road  
from the Co-op 

 

Walk in to a warm welcome 
and rest those feet 
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Health and safety 

We are committed to running the walking festival safely and appreciate 
your cooperation with this. However, participants take part in walks at 
their own risk and we cannot accept responsibility for any accident or 
injury. If you have a health condition that you think is relevant, please 

make the leaders aware of this prior to your walk. Dogs (except guide 
dogs) are not allowed on festival walks. Persons under the age of 16 
should be accompanied by a paying adult. Participants are asked not to 
smoke on walks or at events. 
 

What to wear and bring 
To enjoy the Scottish Borders Walking Festival safely and in comfort, it is 
essential that you come equipped with suitable footwear, clothing and 

equipment. Scotland is famous for its changeable weather, so our 
advice is to come prepared for all eventualities. 
 

This may include: 
 

• Waterproof jacket and over-trousers 
• Walking boots providing ankle support and good grip 

• Good walking socks 
• Trousers suitable for walking 

• Thin fleece or jumper plus a spare – several thin layers are more 
 effective than one thick layer of clothing 
• Warm hat and gloves 

• Sun hat 
• Rucksack with waterproof liner 
• Water bottle (at least 1 litre) 

• Thermos flask for a hot drink 

• Survival bag 
• Spare high-energy food (e.g. glucose-based confectionery) 

• Personal first aid kit 
• Sunscreen 

• Walking poles or other suitable stick useful for awkward descents 

• Insect repellent 
• Sunglasses 
 

Map on centre pages contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2013 

Important Information 
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The following local attractions are offering discounted entry to festival 
participants, which you can claim by showing your booking confirmation. 
 

Robert Smail’s Printing Works  Normal price Special price 
7-9 High Street, Innerleithen, EH44 6HA £6.50   £4.50 
 

Smail’s is the living museum of a Victorian printing firm which gives you a 
hands-on demonstration of how things were printed not so long ago in 
premises more or less unchanged for over a century. 
 

Traquair House     Normal price Special price 
Innerleithen, EH44 6PW    £14   £8 
 

Dating back to 1107, Traquair was originally a hunting lodge for the kings and 
queens of Scotland. Later a refuge for Catholic priests in times of terror the 
Stuarts of Traquair supported Mary Queen of Scots and the Jacobite cause 
without counting the cost. 
 

Visitors are invited to enjoy the house, extensive grounds, maze, craft 
workshops, 1745 Cottage Restaurant and the famous Traquair House Brewery. 

Discounts 

A delightful, 3 star fully modernised holiday  
cottage sleeping 4 to 6 people in Innerleithen, 
Scottish Borders. 

 VisitScotland’s Family Friendly, Walker 

and Cyclists Welcome accredited  

 Assisted wheelchair access (category 2) 
 

Let Cosaig be your holiday home from home. 
Free local apple juice or beer for each visitor 
quoting this advert. 

 
        is 
 

proud to support 
the Scottish 
Borders Walking  
Festival….. 

Visit our website to see offers and find out 
more….We’re on Facebook and Twitter too! 

 

                 www.cosaigselfcatering.co.uk 
                 tel: (01896) 830 882 

CRUMBS   
B & B 

  

Mrs Barbara Allan Jones 
Bellanrig 
25 St. Ronans Terrace 
Innerleithen 
EH44 6RB 
 

Tel. 01896 833846 
 

www.crumbsbakingbandb.co.uk 
info@crumbsbakingbandb.co.uk 

Crumbs B & B offers a 
comfortable, welcoming 
place to stay with delicious 
home-baking and great 
views. 
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Innerleithen derives its name from its situation near the confluence of 
Leithen Water and the River Tweed. The Leithen was of major 
importance to the development of the town as a source of power and 

soft water for the processing of woollen textiles. Innerleithen was also a 
spa and so water has played a prominent role in the town’s industrial 
and cultural heritage. 

The Iron Age forts on Pirn and 
Caerlee hills are evidence of 
settlement in the area since before 
Roman times, but it was the 12th 
century before “Inverlethane” 
entered the annals of recorded 

history. In 1169 Malcolm IV 
granted the church at Innerleithen 
the right of sanctuary as a mark of 
his gratitude to the villagers who 
had recovered the drowned body 

of his son from the Tweed. At that time Traquair House, reputedly the 
oldest inhabited house in Scotland, was a royal hunting lodge and this is 

where the king and his court would be staying. 

At the close of the 18th century Innerleithen was a small community of 
crofters, shepherds and weavers in cottages spread randomly between 
the present day Damside and Leithen Road as far as the Kirklands. At 
that time the hamlet’s “Doo Well” was a mineral spa of considerable 
reputation. After the publication of St. Ronan’s Well by Sir Walter Scott, 

Innerleithen became associated with the fictitious “St. Ronan’s” in the 
novel and visitor numbers greatly increased. The Earl of Traquair 
commissioned an elegant pavilion in the 1826 to create more 
comfortable accommodation for visitors to the spa. St. Ronan's Wells 

continues today as a visitor centre and garden and admission is free. 

In order to promote sport and to entertain the many visitors to 
Innerleithen in the hey-day of the spa James Hogg and others founded 

the St. Ronan’s Border Club in the 1820s. This led to the inaugural St. 
Ronan’s Border Games being held by the side of Leithen in September 

Innerleithen - Past and Present from the Innerleithen Community Trust 

Innerleithen from Caerlee Hill c.1900 
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Innerleithen - Past and Present from the Innerleithen Community Trust 

1827. With the exception of years of global conflict the Games have 
been held annually since that date, constituting the oldest organised 
event of this type in Scotland. 

The fictional mineral well in Scott’s novel had sprung from the ground 
following an encounter in which St. Ronan had thrust the Devil down 
into hell. This tale was adapted as a pageant to be acted out by school 

children in 1901 and was the foundation of the Cleikum Ceremonies 
which has since been part of the town’s annual festival – St. Ronan’s 
Border Games Week. Though there is no direct historical link between 
him and Innerleithen the St. Ronan associated with the Cleikum 
Ceremonies had his church or cell on the Isle of Bute, travelled widely 

and died in AD 737. 

Like other Border towns Innerleithen enjoyed its boom years during the 
rise in the mill industry throughout the mid and late 1800's. Following 
the decline of the textile industry in the Borders all the mills bar one 
have been demolished to make way for modern housing. Caerlee Mills 
is famed worldwide for the production of high quality cashmere 
garments now on a much reduced scale. Part of this mill complex is the 
five storey block built by entrepreneur and philanthropist Alexander 

Brodie, a native of Traquair, to boost employment in the locality. 

Erected and equipped between 1788 and 1790 this is believed to be the 
oldest surviving custom-built woollen textile processing mill in Scotland.  

The lively main street has several 

buildings of historic interest, 
including Robert Smail’s Printing 
Works run by the National Trust for 
Scotland and open to visitors. The 

shops and cafes are mainly locally 
owned and, therefore, create an 
interesting variety for residents and 
visitors alike. The neighbouring 

Forestry Commission Scotland woodlands and 

community woodlands add to the amenities around 

the town. 
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Walkerburn is a small Scottish Borders community on the A72 between 
Peebles and Galashiels. The village has about 450 homes and a 
population of over 650 permanent residents. It is set amidst the 

beautiful Tweed Valley, has a village shop/Post Office, a coffee shop, a 
primary school and a number of local businesses in the old mill 
buildings. 

Henry Ballantyne bought land to build a tweed mill here in 1846. The 
village was custom built, designed by 'Eccentric' Pilkington with houses 

for the workers and for the Ballantyne family set on the north side of 
the Tweed valley. The new village came into being in 1854, taking its 
name from the Walker Burn. Shops opened, a school was built and the 
railway arrived in 1866.  

The Good Templar Movement built a Public hall in 1877 and this is still 
in use. The Church of Scotland was built in 1883 and closed in 2009, it 
contains stained glass windows which are ‘listed’ but it is currently not 
in use. A French style ‘pissoir’ was installed as a public toilet on the A72 

beside the bridge over the Walker Burn. It also is no longer in use! 

At its peak the mills employed 1000 and the population rose to 1200 
persons. One may ask now – where did they live? Remember that the 

average home occupancy was 6.5 and now it is 2.2. Seventeen shops 
and small enterprises were open for business supporting a vigorous 

village. Many employees came daily from Innerleithen and Galashiels 
initially on foot or bicycle and later by train. 

Initially the mill lade produced 
enough power for the mills in 

Walkerburn but as production 
expanded more cheap energy was 
needed. In 1920-21 Messrs Boving 

& Co of London built a revolutionary 
system, pumping water from the 
Tweed up to a reservoir on Kirnie 
Law above the village then bringing 

it down to drive a Pelton turbine to 
produce electricity. 

History of Walkerburn  

Tweed Bridge, Walkerburn 



27 

 

History of Walkerburn  

A funicular railway was built from 
the A72 up to the reservoir site to 
haul up all the materials used in 

construction – a total weight of 
3,650 tons was carried on the 
railway. As production in the mills 
declined, less power was required. 
The system was dismantled and all 
that is left is the old reservoir. To 
see what is left of the reservoir, 

walk towards Priesthope from the A72 and climb uphill to the left. 

The views are magnificent. In 1904 David Ballantyne built the Henry 

Ballantyne Memorial Institute in memory of his father. The Institute was 
built in red Dumfriesshire sandstone, next to the Tweed Bridge, to 
provide education and entertainment for mill workers and their families. 

 

Walk maps 
 

This year the walking festival has partnered with ViewRanger  
to provide you with detailed maps of each walk. 

 

You can also follow this year’s walk routes on a GPS enabled 
smartphone with the free ViewRanger app, even after the festival. 

 

Find the maps at www.borderswalking.com/walks  

or scan the QR code below and download the app. 
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CLOVENFORDS, the village of the split fords nestling in the valley at the 
crossroads between the “Kings Ford” over the River Tweed and the “Old 
Ford” at Caddon Mill, originally called Whytbanklee. 

The Clovenfords Inn, circa 1750, was a stagecoach route between 
Carlisle and Edinburgh. The village boasted a smithy, a post office and a 
handful of cottages when Galashiels was only a hamlet dependent on 

Clovenfords for its mail deliveries and news from the outside world. 

On being appointed Sheriff of Selkirkshire, Sir Walter Scott stayed at the 

inn in 1779, before living at Ashiestiel House. At the inn Sir Walter met 
William Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy during their tour of the 
Scottish Borders which produced a wealth of poetry and prose including 
those lines, ‘Yarrow Unvisited’: 

     “And when we came to Clovenfords so said my winsome marrow.  
     What’er betide we’ll turn aside and see the braes of Yarrow”.  

Today Sir Walter Scott’s statue stands in the forecourt of the 
Clovenfords Hotel watching over the village with a tolerant, 
benign and compassionate smile at the corner of his 

mouth, irrespective of the many changes taking place 

around him, symbolizing the greatness and the spirit 
that makes similar villager’s to Clovenfords, so 
important to the integral life of the Scottish Borders.       

John Leyden, a bosom friend of Sir Walter Scott, a 
contemporary poet, minister in the Church of 
Scotland, historian, philosopher, and surgeon. In 

1792, when only 17 years of age, Dr Leyden taught 
in the village school, in Millbank Road. A stone 
dye, part of a gable end, is all that remains of the 
school which was fondly known as ‘The Luggie’. 
The site of the school is marked by a granite slab 

which was erected in his memory in 1911. 

Tweed Vineyards was created by William 

Thomson in 1869, choosing Clovenfords, Vine 

Street, because it had its own railway station, 

History of Clovenfords by Tom Quayle 
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History of Clovenfords by Tom Quayle 

essential for delivering the many 
tons of coke required to heat the 
large complex of hothouses and 

because his brother-in-law was a 
builder and contractor living in 
Galashiels. The Tweed Vineyards of 
Scotland became the crème de la 
crème of the grapevine producing 
six tons of Muscat and Gros 
Colman grapes per year, then 

delivered by rail as far south as 
Covent Gardens and Harrods of London. For 90 years the Tweed 
Vineyards flourished under four generations of the Thomson family until 

the price of grapes fell dramatically. They sold the business in 1959, to 
Robert Affleck, a market gardener. Time took its toll and the once 

famous vineries fell into a state beyond repair. Only the name remains 
the same, Tweed Vineyards.   

Caddonfoot Parish Church was 
begun in March 1860, and was 
opened for worship 3rd February 
1861. It was built as a memorial to 
Alex Pringle of Whytbank by his 
friends and relatives. In 1875 the 
church was enlarged and the 
seating increased to accommodate 
360 worshippers. In 1933 Hon. 

Alex Shaw of Fairnilee, later the 
2nd Lord Craigmyle, had the 

church remodelled to form a chancel. He and his wife Lady Craigmyle 
also gifted two stained glass windows, one believed to be the only 
stained glass window in the country in the memory of Sir Walter Scott. 

 

For more, see Tom Quayle’s History of Clovenfords and Sir Walter Scott 

which is available to read online at www.clovenfords.net/history. 

Caddonfoot Church 

Muscat Grapes in the Hothouse 
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St. Ronan’s Wells is a historic spa and visitor centre on the edge of town 

below Lee Pen, the peaked hill to the north of Innerleithen. It can be 
reached via Wells Brae or St. Ronan’s Terrace. Founded in the 1820s by 
the Earl of Traquair and popularised by the novel St. Ronan’s Well by Sir 
Walter Scott, this was a popular health resort during the nineteenth 

century. In the early 1900s, with royal approval, “St. Ronan’s” was the 
first bottled mineral spring water produced in Britain. 

The former bottling plant room is now a visitor centre containing 

artefacts and information connected with the town’s history and 
heritage.   Spring water from a tap can be sampled on the veranda at 

the front of the pavilion from where the views over the Leithen and 
Tweed valleys are breathtaking. Or just relax in the gardens where you 
can visit the Well, commune with nature and enjoy a picnic in blissful 
surroundings. Admission to the visitor centre and grounds is free. 

Opening times 

Monday – Friday  10am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm 

Saturday – Sunday 2pm to 5pm 

St Ronan’s Wells 
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BACKCROFT BED and BREAKFAST 

31-33 CHAPEL STREET 

INNERLEITHEN 

01896 830792 

www.backcroft.co.uk 

 

Fabulous accommodation, fine fare and friendly sevice. 
  

“A little gem in the Scottish Borders” 
 

Visitors to Innerleithen for the Scottish Borders Walking Festival  

2013 can expect a warm welcome from Bob and Lesley at Backcroft.  

The B&B is situated just off the High Street and opposite the  

Memorial Hall, handy for registration and evening functions. 
 

Comfortable beds, hot showers, the famous Backcroft Breakfast  

and a place to put your boots… Everything the walker needs! 

For more information email us at info@backcroft.co.uk 
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Relax the legs and exercise the brain... Why not come and visit one of the UK’s last fully operational 
letterpress printers and learn about the history of the town through our extensive archive, water power and 
how printing used to be done? Come and have a go yourself... and if you mind your p’s and q’s you will be 
sure to make a good impression! 
 

The National Trust for Scotland is very happy to offer two special Walking Festival Events in support of 
the Scottish Borders Walking Festival and the Year of Natural Scotland. 
 

2 September − Whistle Stop Smail’s and Supper. Evening Tour of the Printing Works followed by a two 
course supper at the Whistle Stop Cafe, starts 6pm. Ticket: £17 − booking: www.borderswalking.com 
 

4 September − InkyPrints Workshop, Starts 3.15pm at St. Ronan’s School. Workshop includes a walk 
around the nature trail and then printing from what we find (free but spaces limited). 

Robert Smail’s Printing Works 
7−9 High Street, Innerleithen, EH44 6HA 
T: 0844 493 2259   E: smails@nts.org.uk 

1 April − 31 October 
Thursday until Monday, Noon − 5pm 

PLEASE NOTE WE ARE CLOSED ON TUES & WEDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 We support the Scottish Borders Walking Festival and wish the organisers 

and walkers alike a very successful week and hope the weather is kind. 
 

The Traquair Arms is a popular venue for both visitors and locals with our 
warm welcome, great food, inviting surroundings and comfortable 

accommodation in our Hotel and in self-catering cottages. 
 

We offer a great selection of real ales in our newly refurbished bar along 
with a great menu of fantastic home cooked food made from local produce. 

All the management and staff look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Traquair Road, Innerleithen   01896 830229   info@traquairarmshotel.co.uk 
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As well as walking in our spectacular countryside there are many other 
things to keep you busy while you are visiting us.  From a therapeutic 
massage at a top spa hotel after striding up a hill to an extreme 

adrenalin experience on our world class mountain bike tracks there is 
something for everyone. 
 

Activity and adventure 
Mountain biking at 7Stanes centres at Glentress and Innerleithen 
Go Ape zip wire and aerial activity course at Glentress 
Fishing on the Tweed or at Kailzie Gardens, near Peebles 
Golf in Innerleithen, at Cardrona or in Peebles 
 

Culture 

Packed with history, castles and historic sites - immerse yourself in the 

Tweed Valley’s delightful towns: Peebles, Innerleithen and Selkirk are all 
steeped in culture and history each with a very different tale to share. 
 

St Ronan’s Wells, Wells Brae, Innerleithen 

Traquair House, Traquair, near Innerleithen 
Abbotsford House, home of Sir Walter Scott, near Melrose 
Neidpath Castle, Peebles 
Robert Smail’s Printing Works, Innerleithen 
Sir Walter Scott’s Courthouse, Selkirk  
Breeze Gallery, Peebles 
 

Tranquility 
There are 3 top class spa hotels in easy reach as well as local salons 
offering a range of relaxing treatments.  There are also many stunning 
gardens to visit. 
 

MacDonald Cardrona Hotel, Cardrona 
Peebles Hydro, Peebles 

Stobo Castle Health Spa, Stobo, near Peebles 
Siobhan’s Beauty Spot, High Street,  Innerleithen 
Kailzie Gardens, near Peebles 

Dawyck Botanic Gardens, West of Peebles 

While you’re here, or on your next visit... 
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Light refreshments will be available before and after walks at the 
registration centre, and at some evening social events.  During the rest 
of your visit you can keep your strength up with a range of food and 

drink from local outlets. 
 

Groceries and snacks 

The Co-operative Food, Peebles Road, Innerleithen 
Premier Store, Caddon Court, Innerleithen and  
Premier Store, Galashiels Road, Walkerburn 
The Village Store, High Street, Innerleithen 
Shaws Fine Meats, High Street, Innerleithen 

Caldwells, High Street, Innerleithen 
Smith’s Stores, Clovenfords 
 

Cafés and takeaways 
Pound Bakehouse, High Street, Innerleithen 
John Adam Bakery, High Street, Innerleithen 

Volcano Takeaway, High Street, Innerleithen 
Happy Days Chinese Takeaway, High Street, Innerleithen 
Corner House Chinese Takeaway, High Street, Innerleithen 
Whistle Stop Café, High Street, Innerleithen 
Caberston Coffee Shop, Innerleithen Road, Walkerburn 
 

Restaurants, hotels and bars 

Fiko’s Bistro, High Street, Innerleithen 
Traquair Arms, Traquair Road, Innerleithen 

Saffron Indian Restaurant and Takeaway, High Street, Innerleithen 
Corner House Hotel, High Street, Innerleithen 

Tweedside Hotel, High Street, Innerleithen 
St Ronan’s Hotel, High Street, Innerleithen 
Traquair Arms, Traquair Road, Innerleithen 
Union Club, Peebles Road, Innerleithen 
Vale Club, Leithen Crescent, Innerleithen 

356 Social Club, Chapel Street, Innerleithen 
Clovenfords Country Inn, Vine Street, Clovenfords 
HB Club, Caberston Road, Walkerburn 

Keeping your strength up... 
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In 2013, the Scottish Borders Walking Festival celebrates the enduring 
story of the Innerleithen Alpine Club. In the final years of the 19th 
century, long before the advent of heritage organisations, long before 

the advent of the Ramblers or the internet, the Club seized the 
imagination of an entire community. Its guiding spirit was the 
charismatic Robert Mathison, a man who instinctively shared his 
immense knowledge of the botany, geology and history of the Tweed 
Valley.  

The roots of the Club lay in Mathison’s walks over the Borders’ hills.  
Born in Peebles in 1832, the young Robert was brought up at Traquair 
where his father was a forester on the Traquair Estate. As an apprentice 
stonemason, he was involved with the building of the Glen, Sir Charles 

Tenant’s Scottish baronial mansion, a mile and a half to the south of 
Innerleithen. Working with stone, Mathison, who was later described as 
a “Borders’ Hugh Miller”, was a passionate geologist, aware of all the 
latest geological theories; in all probability, he was intrigued by evidence 
of glaciation, by Quair Water. Fascinated by natural history, he scoured 

the Border hills for botanical finds and began a fern collection in his 
father’s greenhouse. The young polymath was equally drawn to the 
history, folklore and antiquities of the Borders. He developed a 
particular interest in the Iron Age hill forts, which, to this day, stand 
sentinel and silent over the Tweed Valley. He was also a keen amateur 

astronomer. 

In 1871, Mathison moved to Innerleithen, where he established himself 
as a builder. Business prospered, as did his natural history walks in the 

Borders’ hills. Mathison’s scientific knowledge and enthusiasm for the 
outside world attracted the companionship of two local bank 
employees, Thomas Young and Robert Stevenson. On 19th April 1889, 
thanks to the efforts of Stevenson, the Innerleithen Alpine Club was 
founded. The object of the Club was, to pursue, on a more formal 
footing what Mathison had already started: “the study of the Botany, 
Geology and Antiquities of the District, by means of Excursions, Lectures 

and Meeting for the reading of Papers”. The “alps” were the hills of the 
Tweed Valley and Mathison, fittingly, the first president of the Club. 

Robert Mathison and the Innerleithen Alpine Club by Alastair Learmont 
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Robert Mathison and the Innerleithen Alpine Club by Alastair Learmont 

What is striking, from a 21st century “internet” perspective, is how 
quickly the local community became involved in the Club’s activities – a 
triumph for “word of mouth” - and how admirably this enthusiastic 

group, with Mathison to the fore, defied any social stereotype. There 
were as many female as male Alpinists. There were landlords as well as 
tenants. There were “learned savants, clergyman, eminent geologists, 
enthusiastic botanists, many bonny Tweedside lassies and some ordinary 
cannie folks”. Yet, beneath this shared enthusiasm, this sense of fun, 
there co-existed a spirit of solid scientific enquiry. The leader of an 
excursion was “the conductor”, and the day’s outing referred to as the 
“day’s work”. The Alpinists were deeply concerned for the preservation 

of their Borders heritage. For transport, they made use of the local 
railway line, threading its way along the floor of the Tweed Valley, but 
travelling to the Grey Mare’s Tail and White Coombe, as 63 Alpinists so 
memorably did on 21st September 1889, they travelled in a cavalcade 

of horse drawn coaches. 

Although the later history of Club was marred by tragedy and the 
shadow of war, its story is as eloquent now, as it was 125 years ago, of 

the value of community. It remains an inspiration.  
 

On 1st September, evoking the spirit of the early Alpinists, Alastair 
Learmont will lead a Robert Mathison walk. This circular walk, linking 
the Glen with Blackhouse Tower, will include places frequented by the 
late 19th century excursionists, as well as a fine stretch of the Southern 
Upland Way. 

Then at 7 pm at the Union Club, 
Alastair will give a talk on Robert 
Mathison and the Innerleithen 
Alpine Club. For more information 
on this event, please see page 6 of 
this programme. 

Blackhouse Tower 
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Map of Innerleithen 
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What is Tripshare Borders.com?  

TripshareBorders.com is a website 

that offers people a way of linking 
up with others who want to travel 
in a more environmentally friendly 
manner through sharing journeys.  
The online database allows 
members to search for travel 

companions and arrange shared 
journeys with other members. 
 

Who runs it? 
TripshareBorders.com is funded by 

SEStran and supported by Scottish 
Borders Council. A range of 
additional Tripshare sites are 

operated by SEStran in cooperation 
with our partner Local Authorities.  
These include Scottish Borders 

Council, City of Edinburgh Council, 
Clackmannanshire Council, East 

Lothian Council, Falkirk Council, 
Fife Council, Midlothian Council 
and West Lothian Council. 
 

Who is it for? 

TripshareBorders.com is for 
everyone. It can match all types of 
journeys, whether by car, bicycle or 
walking. You can even arrange to 

share a taxi! 

What are the advantages? 

 Membership is free! 

 Journey costs are reduced 

 You can save up to £1,000 pa 

 It helps reduce congestion 

 Reduces your carbon footprint 
 

How do I get started? 
To join, log on to Tripshare 

Borders.com and select your local 
scheme from the map provided. 
Once registered, log your journeys 
on your profile to be matched with 
others in your area. 
 

When can I Tripshare? 

You can share virtually any journey.  
Many members choose to share a 

journey: 

 Getting to work 

 Doing the weekly shop 

 Taking the children to school 

 Going to the match at the 

weekend 

 Travelling to a festival or show 

 For university 

 Visiting friends 

 Getting to the airport 

 Getting to a Park and Ride 

Register on TripshareBorders.com today and start saving money. 
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The organising committee for 2013 would like to thank everyone who 
has given their support, time and effort towards making the 19th 
festival a success. It is supported by South East of Scotland Transport 
Partnership, Scottish Borders Council and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

Meigle and Neidpath Hills 


