
The 17th Scottish Borders Walking Festival

Returns to Hawick

4th-10th  September, 2011
Designed by ILF Imaging, Hawick.       Printed by Core 3 Partners, Hawick.

T

Map: David Langworth



Images used in this brochure are by ILF Imaging, JPM Photography and Mike Baker

Welcome..............................................................................1

Teviotdale & Liddesdale...............................................2-3

SEStran.................................................................................5

Tripshare Borders...............................................................6

Overview of Walks.............................................................8

Walk Gradings.....................................................................9

Walks and Events

Sunday 4th September..............................................10

Monday 5th September.............................................11

Tuesday 6th September.............................................12

Wednesday 7th September......................................13

Thursday 8th September..........................................14

Friday 9th September................................................15

Saturday 10th September.........................................16

Walking Festival Sponsors.............................................17

Accomodation............................................................18-21

Booking Information................................................22-24

Festival Information.................................................25-27

Area Map............................................................................28

Contents



THE 2011 SCOTTISH BORDERS 
FESTIVAL OF WALKING
I am very pleased to welcome every walker 
to the Scottish Borders and to Teviotdale and 
Liddesdale in particular this year.

This is an area rich in folklore and history 
which you will come across with every 
step you take. If you read Sir Walter Scott’s 
Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border you will 
hear the ringing music in the words of the 
old Border ballads he collected, and as you 
step out over the hills let the words ring in 
your head as you listen for the jingle of the 
old riders and feel the history of the area 
surround you.

Over the ground you will cover once rode 
the bands of armed horsemen known as the 
Border Reivers. They raided nightly across 
the Border turning the area into the most 
dangerous in Britain.

They are long gone and in 2011 you will 
find Teviotdale and Liddesdale a tranquil 
and beautiful area with rolling hills and 
majestic views. Our rivers and burns wimple 
musically through the countryside and you 
will find the Border welcome the warmest in 
the Kingdom.

And when the walking festival is done, come 
back again and see the parts you did not 
have a chance to see this time. You will be 
doubly welcome as old friends.

Welcome to the 2011 Scottish Borders 
Festival of Walking and haste ye back.

Alasdair Hutton

Convener
Scottish Borders Council

WELCOME
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The 17th Scottish Borders 
Walking Festival returns to 
Hawick in 2011. The Festival 
will take place from 4th-10th 
September.

The Scottish Borders Walking Festival 
is the longest established walking 
festival in Scotland.  It takes place in 
a different part of the Borders each 
year and for 2011 it is returning to the 
historic town of Hawick and the hills of 
Teviotdale and Liddesdale. 

“There’s a toon by hills surrounded
Stands by bonnie Teviot’s side……” 

“Where heath clad hills stand guaird  
around
And crystal rivers tummle doon,
There stands an ancient burgh toon,
Auld Hawick ma Border hame……”

 “Where the braid backed hills     
 forgether
Wi’ their shouders in the mist,
And the peat-broun burns come 
lowpin
Doun the glens the sun has kissed,
To the Teviot and the Slitrig,
Wi’ the sangs they sing sae sweet,
Stands the toun we lo’e owre a’ 
toons
Where the twae hill waters meet…..”

It is an acknowledged fact that there 
are few if any places in the world 
of comparable size which have had 
more songs or poems written in their 
praise than the town of Hawick in the 
Scottish Borderland and many of their 

writers, as illustrated, make mention 
of the hill country which provides the 
old burgh with its scenic backdrop.  
The town’s very name is derived from 
its situation for Hawick means “the 
settlement which is hedged around by 
the hills”.

The “twae hill waters”, the Teviot and 
the Slitrig which meet in the centre of 
the town at first provided the water 
power for the mills and it was the 
wool from the sheep which grazed on 
the hill slopes that provided the raw 
material for the town’s world famous 
textile industry which came to be 
synonymous with high quality tweed 
and knitwear, especially cashmere.

The main event in Hawick’s calendar  
is its famous annual Common Riding.  
It is a stirring spectacle to see over 
300 horses and their riders following 
the Cornet and the flag captured from 
an English raiding party a few miles 
down the Teviot at Hornshole in 1514, 
the year after the disastrous Battle 
of Flodden, as the boundaries of the 
town’s common land are checked 
for another year.  This used to have 
to be done for real in the turbulent 
days of the infamous Border Reivers.  
Liddesdale which is the base for one 
day of this year’s Walking Festival was 
a particularly lawless valley in the 
reiving days to such an extent that 
it needed its very own warden, the 
Keeper of Liddesdale who was based 
at brooding Hermitage Castle which 
has been described as “the bluntest 

Teviotdale & Liddesdale
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fortress in Britain…a sod off in stone”.

The picturesque village of Denholm 
is the base for another day.  Its 
historical associations are less 
bloodthirsty, in fact more scholarly.  
The Gothic monument in the centre 
of its extensive village green 
commemorates the poet and linguist, 
John Leyden while a plaque on a 
house in Main Street marks the 
birthplace of Sir James A H Murray 
who became Editor of the monumental 
“New Oxford English Dictionary”.

Teviotdale and Liddesdale remain 
comparatively undiscovered and yet 
they have been described as “one of 
God’s better ideas”!  We invite you to 
sign up for the 2011 Scottish Borders 
Walking Festival. By so doing you will 
discover a fascinating corner of Britain. 

 “So come and A wull show ti ee
The spot that means the world tae 
me,
The place ma hert aye longs ti be
Auld Hawick ma Border hame.”

 

Ian W Landles

www.borderswalking.com
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L o v e   C a s h m e r e   i s   a   c o l l e c t i o n   o f   c o v e t a b l e,   c o n t e m p o r a r y   l u x u r y   
d e s i g n e r   c a s h m e r e  a c c e s s o r i e s - h a n d   m a d e  i n   Sc o t l a n d 

u s i n g   t h e   f i n e s t   c a s h m e r e   y a r n . 

S h o p  O p e n i n g  H o u r s :   W e d  -  Sa t     1 0 a m  -  4 p m

L o v e   C a s h m e r e,   L a d y l a w    M i l l,   C o m m e r c i a l   R o a d,   H a w i c k.

Te l : 0 1 4 5 0   3 7 7 6 4 8                                                                w w w . l o v e c a s h m e r e . c o . u k

Walking in the Land of Reivers

Book on sale at Deans and Simpson, Think Fitness, Smail’s Key Express Store & ILF Imaging
 CD on sale at Spences & Deans and Simpson. 

2009 Cast Recording of
 “A Reiver’s Moon”

New illustrated walking guide through Reivers country

£10
£6



SEStran (South East of Scotland Transport 
Partnership) is proud to sponsor the 2011 
Borders Walking Festival. The event, which 
is now in its 17th year, plays a major role 
in encouraging people to take up walking 
and to enjoy the wide variety of beautiful 
landscapes the Borders has to offer.

SEStran’s  Role
SEStran is the Regional Transport 
partnership (RTP) for South East Scotland,  
comprising eight local authorities 
including ; Clackmannan, Fife, East Lothian, 
West Lothian and Midlothian, Edinburgh, 
Falkirk and the Borders. Our aim is to 
develop a comprehensive, sustainable, 
transportation system for the region 
that will enable business to function 
effectively, and improve access to health 
care, education, public services and 
employment opportunities for all.

The task is urgent. South East Scotland’s 
population is expected to grown by more 
than 10% by 2023. If future generations 
are not to face increasing congestion 
and a major threat to the economy and 
the environment, we must achieve a 
step-change in public behaviour towards 
transportation.

Why Walk?
Walking is an ideal form of transportation 
for shorter journeys and contributes 
towards cutting traffic congestion and 
improved public health. By walking for 
just 30 minutes a day, you can reduce the 
risk of death by heart disease or stroke 
and significantly improve overall health.  

There is no need for an expensive gym 
membership, any special equipment and 
you can do it at any age; with a  sturdy 
pair of shoes and (in Scotland, at least!) 
a waterproof, you can improve your 
health, strength and stamina through 
walking while shopping, going to work, or 
just getting out and about enjoying the 
countryside. 

Getting there
SEStran is committed to promoting 
sustainable forms of transportation. Please 
try to use public transport if possible to 
get to the walk centre or why not extend 
your day out by getting there on foot or by 
bicycle?  

If you really need to use the car, why not 
share the journey with friends? A fully 
laden car can potentially take up to three 
vehicles off the road, while sharing the 
drive to work can make a real contribution 
towards cutting traffic congestion and 
reducing the region’s carbon footprint. You 
can find out more about the benefits of car 
sharing on the TripshareBorders page.

 

Russell Imrie 

Chair of SEStran

SEStran is proud 
to be a sponsor 

of Borders 
Walking Festival 

2011
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What is TripshareBorders.com?
TripshareBorders.com is a website that 
offers people a way of linking up with 
others who want to travel in a more 
environmentally-friendly manner through 
sharing journeys. The online database 
allows members to search for travel 
companions and arrange shared journeys 
with other members.

Who runs it?
TripshareBorders.com is funded by SEStran 
and supported by Borders Council. A range 
of additional  Tripshare sites are operated 
by SEStran in cooperation with our partner 
Local Authorities. These include:

■ Borders Council• 

■ City of Edinburgh Council• 

■ Clackmannanshire Council• 

■ East Lothian Council• 

■ Falkirk Council• 

■ Fife Council• 

■ Midlothian Council• 

■ West Lothian Council• 

Who is it for?
TripshareBorders.com is for everyone. It 
can match all types of journeys, whether 
by car, bicycle or walking. You can even 
arrange to share a taxi!

What are the advantages?
■ Membership is free!• 

■ Journey costs are reduced• 

■ You can save up to £1,000 pa• 

■ It helps reduce congestion• 

■ Reduces your carbon footprint• 

How do I get started?
To join, log on to TripshareBorders.com 
Once registered, log your journeys on your 
profile to be matched with others in your 
area.

When can I Tripshare?
You can share virtually any journey. Many 
members choose to share a journey:

■ Getting to work• 

■ Doing the weekly shop• 

■ Taking the children to school• 

■ Going to the match at the weekend• 

■ Travelling to a festival or show• 

■ For university• 

■ Visiting friends• 

■ Getting to the airport• 

■ Getting to a Park and Ride• 

Register on TripshareBorders.com today 
and start saving money:

www.TripshareBorders.com
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Ian Fraser
ian@ilfimaging.co.uk

07946 653662

Lesley Fraser
lesley@ilfimaging.co.uk

07958 312860

2 Sandbed, Hawick, TD9 0HF.     Telephone: 01450 379757 

Print your own photos at our digital photo kiosks

Hawick cards and postcards

Picture frames

Stockists of Rollei and Vivitar Cameras

Camera Accessories 

including 

Memory cards and camera cases

We also carry out event photography and design work

View our photo galleries online at

www.ilfimaging.co.uk or www.pbase.com/lesleyfraser



The Borders Walking Festival week begins 
on Sunday, 4th September 2011 with walks 
setting out from different points to take in 
Denholm village and the surrounding area.   
Denholm,  the birthplace of Sir James A 
H Murray, editor of the Oxford Dictionary 
and Dr John Leydon, Poet and Linguist, 
is located 5 miles from Hawick.   Later in 
the day all three walks will converge on 
Ruberslaw to enjoy the panoramic views 
across the Borderland.   This hill was 
formed by volcanic activity millions of 
years ago and is a prominent feature on 
the Border landscape.  The summit has the 
remains of an Iron Age hill fort and was the 
location of a Roman signal station.  To mark 
its’ association with the Covenanters there 
will be a short service at Peden’s Pulpit 
just below the summit at 2.45 p.m.

This will set the scene for a week of 
interesting walking to discover some of 
the fascinating history of the area and 
experience at first hand the stunning 
natural beauty and abundant wildlife.  On 
Monday  there are walks to Skelfhill Pen 
for more breathtaking views, also the 
“1514” walk round Hawick Common in the 
company of author and local historian Ian 
Landles which promises to be particularly  
interesting and entertaining.  There is also 
a more relaxed 6 mile saunter across the 
“Joogly Brig” taking in riverside and park 
before returning to the walk centre in 
plenty of time to enjoy the famous scones 
and tea.

The longest walk on Tuesday is to the Will 
H Ogilvie cairn located in the countryside 
that inspired this popular poet to compose 
“The Hill Road to Roberton.”  The other 
walks are to other places of interest 
around Hawick, also a Paths to Health walk. 

Wednesday is Newcastleton day when all 
walkers will be invited to travel by coach 
to this interesting village that nestles in 
the Liddesdale valley 20 miles south of 
Hawick.  This is an area with a turbulent 
history in the Elliot and Armstrong  family 
heartlands.  One walk takes the form of 
a transnational expedition “Across the 
Border.”  Local enthusiasts will be guiding 
the other walks which will take in places of 
interest in the village and surrounding area 
with a visit to a very interesting village 
heritage centre.

Back to the Hawick area on Thursday for 
a riverside walk along the Teviot and 
interesting circular walks.  On Friday the 
most challenging walk will start at the 
Shankend railway viaduct then across 
country to the Maidens Paps and on to 
Greatmoor.  There will also be a 12.5 
mile linear walk into Hawick following 
the Waverley route and a 3 mile leisurely 
circular taking in Riccarton Junction, at 
one time a vibrant railway community 
inaccessible by road which is now deserted 
as a result of the Beeching axe.

On the Saturday there is a 12 mile linear 
walk into Hawick through typical Reiver 
country, following the route taken by the 
Hawick Cornet and his mounted supporters 
on their annual journey to Mosspaul.  Also 
a circular walk at Teviothead taking in 
Johnnie Armstrong’s grave, the Hizzy cairn 
and Henry Scott Riddell monument. The 
less energetic can join a very scenic 3 mile 
circular walk in the Hawick area taking in 
the Heip Hills and Wilton Dean.    

Overview of the 2011 Walks
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Festival Information

Walk Grading
Festival walks have been graded as 
follows:

Easier: Up to 7.75 miles / 12.5 kilometres 
distance with up to 820 feet / 250 metres 
of ascent. No steep gradients and minimal 
rough terrain.

These walks are suitable for most, including 
those with limited walking ability and 
families with children.

Moderate: Up to 10 miles / 16 kilometres 
distance with up to 1,700 feet / 520 metres 
of ascent. There may be some short sections 
of steep gradients and some rough terrain.

These walks are suitable for most people of 
average fitness.

Long: Up to 13 miles / 21 kilometres 
distance with up to 1,650 feet / 500 metres 
of ascent. There may be some short sections 
of steep gradients and some rough terrain. 

These walks are suitable for people who can 
manage distance but not too many ascents.

Strenuous: Up to 15 miles / 24 kilometres 
distance with up to 2,830 feet / 870 
metres of ascent. There will be some steep 
gradients and rough terrain. 

These walk grades together with the walk 
length, ascent (where this is significant) 
and description will enable you to select 
a suitable walk for your capability and 
interest.

A number of the walks featured in the 
programme do follow similar routes 
throughout the area.

Walk Numbers 
For safety and logistical reasons, walk 
places are limited to a maximum of 30 
people per walk and some walks will have 
fewer places available.

Booking is therefore essential to ensure a 
place on the walks of your choice.

Symbols
Full Hill Walking Gear

Where this symbol is shown, 
warm clothing, waterproofs and 
hill walking boots are advised. 
Good, comfortable footwear is 
recommended for all walks in 
the programme.

Coach Service – Outward

Where this symbol is shown, 
coach transport from the walk 
registration centre will be 
provided.

Coach Service – Return

Where this symbol is shown, 
coach transport back to the 
walk registration centre will be 
provided.

Packed Lunch

A packed lunch should be taken 
where this symbol appears.

9



Sunday    All walkers will converge on  Ruberslaw for a break and short service  at 
2.45 P.M. conducted by the Rev Douglas Nicol

Distance 7m

Grade Long

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 500mtr

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 16.15

Leaders: Iain Crozier & Jackie Middlemas,   
 Hawick 50+

Depart Hawick by way of Wellogate Brae to 
Kaimend then across country by Ormiston Hill, 
Kirkton Hill, past Birnieknowe to the road at 
Hawthornside. Strike out across country again 
heading for the summit of Ruberslaw to learn of 
its many historical associations and enjoy the 
views. There will be a hilltop service (optional) 
then we descend to Denholm Dean and into the 
village of Denholm itself to browse and join the 
shuttle bus back to Hawick.

Sponsor: Hamilton Sound and Light

Distance 5m

Grade Strenuous

Duration 3.75 hrs

Ascent 1300ft

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 12.00

Check In 11.30 Arrive Back 16.15

Leaders:  Ian W Landles, local historian

Ian W Landles leads this circular walk from the 
picturesque and historic village of Denholm, 
which climbs at first gently by the Borders 
Abbeys Way then more steeply to the summit 
of volcanic Ruberslaw with its many historical 
associations. After a hill top service (optional) 
the descent is by Denholmhill Quarry and the 
secluded Denholm Dean.

Sponsor: Auld Cross Keys Inn, Denholm

Ruberslaw, Denholmhill Quarry & 
Denholm Dean1.2Hawick to Denholm1.1

Distance 3.5m

Grade Moderate

Duration 3.25 hrs

Ascent 858ft

Price/ Places £3/25 Depart 12.30

Check In 12.00 Arrive Back 16.15

Leaders: Margaret Smith & Margaret Cairns
 Hawick 50+

On leaving the bus at Denholmhill we strike out 
for the summit of volcanic Ruberslaw.  Uphill 
over open country keeping Ruberslaw Covert to 
the left.  Joining with other groups assembling 
for an optional service at what was Peden’s 
Pulpit in the days of the Covenanters.This hilltop 
was also the site of an Iron Age fort and Roman 
signal station. We return to the starting point by 
way of the same route.

Sponsor: The Fox & Hounds, Denholm

Denholm Hill to Ruberslaw Circular1.3 1.4 Event

Conveners Reception & Talk

Start 19.30 Place Tower Mill

Booking None

Price Free

Alisdair Hutton, Convener of Scottish Border 
Council, hosts a reception in the auditorium in 
Tower Mill to welcome walkers to the festival.

Keith Robeson, Senior Countryside Ranger for the 
Scottish Borders, will then give a presentation.

Sponsors: Scottish Borders Council 
      SEStran
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Monday

Distance 9.5m

Grade Strenuous

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 500mtrs

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 16.30

Leaders:  Alistair Hogg & Sylvia Hogg,  
 Hawick 50+

From Linhope Farm a good track follows the 
Linhope Burn for one mile, and then the route 
climbs steeply on rough ground to reach 
Tudhope Hill 599mtrs. From there we head 
north over rough open moorland to Skelfhill Pen 
532mtrs. (Both hills have extensive views). After 
a short section of forest track the route turns 
back onto lower undulating ground via the Phaup 
Burn back to Linhope to rejoin the bus. This 
section is part of the route taken by the Cornet & 
his followers on their annual ride to Mosspaul.

Sponsor: Mosspaul Hotel

Distance 10m

Grade Moderate

Duration 5 hrs

Ascent 1350ft

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 15.00

Leaders:  Ian W Landles, local historian  
  

A circular walk, from Hawick climbs over the golf 
course with spectacular views in all directions. 
The walk follows the Cornets’ Common Riding 
Friday Route by Williestruther and Acreknowe 
reservoirs out to the Ca’ Knowe. The return route 
takes in Goldielands Tower a typical Border 
peel-tower. Ian W Landles, local historian, leads 
this walk which means there will be a number of 
interesting anecdotes at stops along the way.

Sponsor: 1514 Club

Hawick Common and Goldielands 
Tower2.2Skelfhill Pen Circular2.1

Distance 6m

Grade Easier

Duration 2 hrs

Ascent Level

Price/ Places £3/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 12.00

Leaders:  Jackie Middlemas & John Moffat, 
 Hawick 50+

A gentle amble, with no hills or rough ground 
to negotiate, up the A7 by Teviot side to 
Branxholme Bridge, then down by the “Joogly 
Brig” followed by a pleasant relaxing walk 
through Wilton Lodge Park and back to the Walk 
Centre.

Sponsor: Scott and Charters

Hawick, Branxholme Bridge, ‘Joogly 
Brig’ & Wilton Lodge Park Circular2.3 Events2.4

Start 19.30 Place Croft Road

Booking At the Walk Centre

Price £2

The film group will show films of local wildlife 
and local events.

Hawick Film & Video Group

Music by Jenna Reid of “Blazing Fiddles” 

Start 19.30 Place Tower Mill

Booking Heart of Hawick see advert 

Price £10 (£8)

Early booking recommended see Heart of Hawick 
advert for booking details.
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Tuesday

Distance 10.5m

Grade Long

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 1200ft

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 15.30

Leaders: Margaret Smith & Margaret Bell, 
 Hawick 50+

Walk from the centre up through Wilton Dean 
out by Whitehaugh then by the “Forty Fits” on 
to open moorland with tracks and an old Drove 
road to follow, cross the Woo Burn to the Ogilvie 
Cairn for lunch and perhaps an Ogilvie poem to 
set the scene. Return to the centre past Woo Law, 
Rotten Moss, Todshaw Dean and Wilton Burn.  
On this part you should spot some interesting 
wildlife along the way.

Sponsor: Hawick 50+

Distance 9m

Grade Moderate

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 150mtrs

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 16.00

Leaders:  Jackie Middlemas & John Robertson, 
 Hawick 50+

A circular walk from Hawick via Highchesters 
to Branxholme Loch (lunch stop). Then it’s on 
to Newmill-on-Teviot for refreshments at the 
pub. Those wishing to cut the walk short can get 
the service bus home from here. The walk then 
heads for home across country to Whitchesters 
farm and Goldielands.

Sponsor: Tuesday Walkers

Hawick Circular by Branxholme Loch 
and Newmill-on-Teviot3.2W.H. Ogilvie Cairn Circular3.1

Distance 2m

Grade Easier

Duration 1 hr

Ascent Level

Price/ Places £3/20 Depart 11.00

Check In 10.30 Arrive Back 12.00

Leaders: Denise Carmicheal & Felicty Howden, 
 Scottish Borders Council

Join the Walk It project for a walk around the 
multi award winning Wilton Lodge Park.  The park 
is situated in the picturesque Teviot valley in 
the town of Hawick. Within the park’s 107 acres 
there are a wide range of features, floral displays, 
monuments, a waterfall and a walled garden.

Sponsor: Hawick Community Council

Paths To Health Walk It Walk -  
Wilton Lodge Park3.3 Event3.4

Start 19.30 Place Town Hall

Booking None

Price Donation

Hawick Archaeological Society talk.

“Ribbon of Wildness-Discovering the 
Watershed of Scotland” talk by Peter Wright

The S.A.D. Dancers 

Start 19.30 Place Buccleuch Hotel

Booking None

Price Donation

Entertaining evening of comic sketches.
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Transport Sponsor: SESTran                    Wednesday

Distance 10.5m

Grade Strenuous

Duration 6.5 hrs

Ascent 1716ft

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 16.30

Leaders:  Helen Rabour & Sandra McGregor,   
 Coldstream Ramblers & U3A

From Hartsgarth pass the old settlement of 
Hazelyside to the Peden Stone, one of the 
Covenanters preaching stones. From here is a 
steep climb to the Dumfries and Galloway border 
which we follow enjoying the expansive views  
until we join the track from Tarras Burn which 
takes us past the attractive Blackburn Falls and 
Roan Farm to Newcastleton.

Sponsor: It’s Great Outdoors

Distance 12m

Grade Long

Duration 5 hrs

Ascent 250mtrs

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 16.30

Leaders:  John Robertson & Sandy Jarvis,   
 Hawick 50+

From the square at Newcastleton we make our 
way north east to Yethouse Hill. Then entering 
Newcastleton Forest we reach the footbridge 
across Kershope Burn and enter England. Only a 
brief visit as we now proceed beside the burn we 
re-enter Scotland. Returning via the old Waverly 
Railway Line we pass the historic sites at Tourney 
Holm and Mangerton Tower on the way back to 
cross Holm Bridge into Newcastleton.

Sponsor: Tuesday Walkers

A Walk Across The Border4.2Hartsgarth, Peden Stone, Millstone 
Edge, Blackburn Falls, Newcastleton4.1

Distance 5m

Grade Easier

Duration 2.5 hrs

Ascent Level

Price/ Places £3/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 14.30

Leaders:  Joan Robson, local historian  
 

An easy relaxing day looking round this 
interesting example of a planned village which 
was established in 1793 as a settlement for 
handloom weavers. There is plenty of open 
space with a main gathering place called Douglas 
Square. The walk leader, Joan Robson is a 
member of the Liddesdale Heritage Association 
which guarantees an interesting day culminating 
in a visit to the excellent village Heritage Centre. 
Many stops along the way and free time at your 
leisure to enjoy coffee, lunch or refreshments 
locally or take your packed lunch in very 
pleasant surroundings.

A Look Round Copshaw4.3 Event4.4

“Hawick Sings” Concert

Start 19.30 Place Burns Club

Booking Reserve Tickets, see below 

Price £5 (£3)

An evening of entertainment by local singers and 
musicians including the likes of Scocha.  These 
evenings are popular with visitors and locals 
alike.

To reserve a ticket for collection at the walking 
festival centre:

Tel: 01450 379757, 

email: lesley@ilfimaging.co.uk

Tickets must be reserved by Wednesday 24th 
August.
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Thursday

Distance 13.25m

Grade Strenuous

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 450mtr

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 16.00

Leaders:  Alistair Hogg & Sylvia Hogg,    
 Hawick 50+

This circular walk leaves the town and goes 
via Heip Hill on designated tracks and minor 
roads to contour around Borthaugh Hill, with 
views across Borthwick Water and River Teviot 
to Goldielands Tower. A minor road and riding 
route rises to St Leonards Park (Hawick Mair). 
Now on open fields the walk takes in Pilmuir Rig 
and Winnington Rig before skirting Acreknowe 
Reservoir, Williestruther Loch and Vertish Hill 
golf course. Good views all the way and a bit of 
history.

Sponsor:  SESTran

Distance 7.5m

Grade Moderate

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 258mtr

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 16.00

Leaders:  Ian Loudon & Wattie Scott,    
 Hawick 50+

This is a circular and moderate walk which passes 
through some of Hawick’s historic parts before 
reaching Williestruther loch and Acreknowe 
Reservoir. We then follow a woodland path to the 
former Stobs army camp which was purchased 
by the War Office in 1902 as a military training 
ground then held 6,000 German prisoners in 
the Great War and remained in military use until 
it closed in 1959. Next is a visit to Barnes Loch 
prior to returning to Hawick.

Sponsor: SESTran

Hawick to Stobs and Barnes Loch5.2Hawick, Borthaugh, Vertish Hill 
Circular5.1

Distance 6m

Grade Moderate

Duration 4 hrs

Ascent 100mtr

Price/ Places £3/30 Depart 10.30

Check In 10.00 Arrive Back 14.45

Leaders:  Marjory Bell & Myra Neilson,    
 Hawick 50+

We depart from Denholm Green and head 
across the River Teviot where we then follow the 
Border Abbeys Way upriver to Hornshole, the 
sight of a skirmish between Hawick Youths and 
English Soldiers in 1514. After a brief visit to 
the monument we then continue upstream past 
Mansfield into Hawick.

Sponsor: SESTran

 Denholm to Hawick via Hornshole5.3 Event5.4

Start 19.30 Place Walk Centre

Booking None

Price Donation

A demonstration by the local rescue team

Tweed Valley Rescue Team

Talk by Alistair Moffat,    
“The Scots: A Genetic Journey”

Start 19.30 Place Tower Mill

Booking Heart of Hawick see advert 

Price £5

The author, historian and broadcaster introduces 
his new book.

Early Booking Recommended
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Transport Sponsor: SESTran      Friday

Distance 12.5m

Grade Strenuous

Duration 6.5 hrs

Ascent 677mtr

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 17.00

Leaders:  Sandy Jarvis & John Robertson,   
 Hawick 50+

This walk starts at Shankend with its impressive 
viaduct on the now disused Waverley Line. 
Our route follows forest tracks to the Maidens 
Paps onto a steep climb up for fantastic views 
at the top. We then continue over open hill to 
Greatmoor via Scaw’d Law and Berry Knowe. 
A descent back along the forest track via 
Peelbraehope to Penchrise and back down to the 
start point at Shankend.

Sponsor: Horse & Hound Country Inn,  
   Bonchester Bridge

Distance 11.5m

Grade Long

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 16.00

Leaders:  Keith Robeson & Erica Niven,    
 Scottish Borders Ranger Service

Climb over Whitrope tunnel on this route 
which follows the line of the disused Waverley 
Railway Line and overlook Long Burn and Slitrig 
Water on the way.  We pass the Shankend 
Viaduct and Stobs Castle then walk through the 
remains of Stobs Camp and onto Acreknowe 
and Williestruther Loch before the final leg onto 
Vertish Hill for great views over Hawick and the 
surrounding countryside.

Sponsor: Ellistrin

Whitrope To Hawick6.2Shankend Circular via Maidens Paps 
and Greatmoor6.1

Distance 4.5m

Grade Easy

Duration 3 hrs

Ascent 200mtr

Price/ Places £3/30 Depart 10.00

Check In 09.30 Arrive Back 14.00

Leaders:  Margaret Cairns & Tom Tokley,   
 Hawick 50+

An easy walk along forest track to Riccarton 
Junction which is now a deserted railway village 
that in its heyday was a thriving community with 
118 residents with a school, post office, grocery 
store and police station. It was only accessible by 
rail until 1963. The walk then returns along the 
old Waverley Railway Line to Whitrope Tunnel.

Sponsor:  Hawick Community Council

Riccarton Junction6.3 Event6.4

Start 19.30 Place Wilton Church Hall

Booking See below

Price See below

Concert of local talent to launch the weekends 
Buskers festival. For more information go to 
www.teribuskers.co.uk

Hawick Buskers Concert

Film At Tower Mill

Start 7pm Place Tower Mill

Booking Heart Of Hawick see advert

Price See below

See Heart of Hawick website for more details.
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Saturday

Distance 12m

Grade Long

Duration 6 hrs

Ascent 400mtr

Price/ Places £6/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 1630

Leaders:  Tom Riddell & Haig Martin,    
  

The walk starts at Castleweary on a forest 
road, then on to the old bridle path in typical 
Border Reiver hill country past Colterscleuch 
Shiel across Southdean Burn to Alderybar, 
Lochburnfoot to Hawick via St. Leonards Park. 
The Hawick Cornet and his followers use this 
route every May on the ride-out to Mosspaul 
Hotel.

Sponsor: It’s Great Outdoors

Distance 9m

Grade Moderate

Duration 4.30 hrs

Ascent 1450ft

Price/ Places £5/30 Depart 09.30

Check In 09.00 Arrive Back 14.30

Leaders:  Iain Crozier & Jackie Middlemas,   
 Hawick 50+

This is a circular walk in the Teviothead area.
Over a lonely country road and open hill country 
which takes in memorials to three very different 
Borderers.  Goes by way of Bowanhill Farm – 
Johnnie Armstrong’s grave then via Carlenrig 
to visit Hizzy’s Cairn, on to Blackcleuchgate, 
Blackcleuch Rig, Falnash, Birkebrae, Henry Scott 
Riddell monument then return to start point.

Sponsor: Land of Reivers

Teviothead Circular7.2Castleweary To Hawick7.1

Distance 4m

Grade Easier

Duration 2.5 hrs

Ascent 200mtr

Price/ Places £3/30 Depart 14.00

Check In 13.45 Arrive Back 16.30

Leaders:  Jim Kyle & Alex Brodie,    
 Hawick 50+

On leaving the Walk Centre  we cross the river 
Teviot then walk through the park passing the 
museum, war memorial,  Jimmie Guthrie statue 
and sports pitches. We then take the road to 
Briery Hill Farm, turn right onto 2 Dykes track, on 
reaching Whitehaugh road we then join the right 
of way which takes us across the Heip Hills to 
enjoy the views. On reaching the end of the right 
of way we descend back into Hawick and return 
to the Centre.

Sponsor: It’s Great Outdoors

Hawick , Whitehaugh Circular7.3
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The Auld Cross Keys Inn
The Green, Denholm TD9 8NU 

Tel 01450 870305
www.crosskeysdenholm.co.uk  

Fox and Hounds
Main Street,  Denholm, Hawick,  TD9 8JN.

Tel 01450 870247 
www.foxandhoundsindenholm.co.uk

Tuesday Walkers

Ellistrin

Sponsors

Hawick Walking Festival Group would like to thank  the following groups/businesses and 
people for supporting the 2011 Scottish Borders Walking Festival.

Mosspaul Inn
Teviothead, Hawick, TD9 OLP.

Tel 01450 850245 
www.mosspaulinn.com

Horse and Hound Country Inn
Bonchester Bridge, Hawick, TD9 8JN.

Tel 01450 860645
www.horseandhoundbonchesterbridge.co.uk

Hawick 50+

Tel 01450 373418
Mob 07889948306

www.scottcharters.com
www.scottcharterscashmereshop.com

1 High Street, Hawick, TD9 9BZ
www.its-great-outdoors.com www.1514.co.uk

Walk Sponsors
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Accommodation  |  Dining  |  Weddings  |  Functions

All rooms newly refurbished

Weensland Road, Hawick, Scottish Borders TD9 8LB
Tel: 01450 360400  Fax: 01450 372007

Email: reception@themansfieldhousehotel.co.uk

Standing in 10 Acres of garden, an excellet backdrop for weddings and 
with the personal attention ensures a wonderful day to remember.

www.themansfieldhousehotel.co.uk

Accommodation  &  Dining  
Douglas Square, Newcastleton, Roxburghshire TD9 0QD

Tel: 013873 75255  Fax: 013873 75577
Email: reception@theliddesdalehotel.co.uk

Fully refurbished and located in Douglas Square, in the heart of 
Newcastleton and set in peaceful, unspoilt countryside.

www.theliddesdalehotel.co.uk



Accommodation

In Hawick 

Mansfield House Hotel
Weensland Road, Hawick, TD9 8LB.
Tel 01450 360400           
www.themansfieldhousehotel.co.uk  

In private grounds this hotel has recently 
been upgraded, car parking, all rooms en 
suite, full dining, function room, lounge 
and conference facilities.   

Hopehill Guest House
Mayfield Drive, Hawick, TD9 7EW.
Tel 01450 375042
www.hopehill.btinternet.co.uk 

All rooms en suite with private parking.

Elm House Hotel
17 North Bridge Street, Hawick, TD9 9BD.
Tel 01450 372866              
www.elmhouse-hawick.fsnet.co.uk   

All rooms have private bathroom or 
shower, T.V. and tea making facilities.  
Centrally located with private car park.

The Bank Boutique
Guest House, 12 High Street, Hawick,  
TD9 9EH.
Tel. 01450 363760 or 07595 25671 
www.thebankno12highst.com  

Highly rated town centre location all rooms 
en suite with private secure parking.

Oakwood  House
Buccleuch Road, Hawick, TD9 OEH.
Tel 01450 372814                                       
www.oakwood-hawick@amserve.net  

Located near walk centre (100 metres).   
Well established quality guest house all 
rooms en suite.

Bridge House Guest House and  
Sonia’s Bistro
Sandbed, Hawick, TD9 OHE.
Tel. 01450 370701 
www.bridgehouse-bistro-hotel.co.uk  

Riverside location only 150 metres from 
walk centre has 10 rooms all en suite.   
Good food at Sonia’s.

Lynnwood Cottage
22 Liddesdale Road, Hawick TD9 9QR.
Tel 01450 372461 
www.lynnwoodcottage.co.uk 

Bed and Breakfast suites.

Lux Bed and Breakfast
1 Teviotside Terrace, Hawick, TD9 9QR. 
Tel 01450 363393 
www.luxbandb.co.uk 

Town Centre location, all rooms en-suite.

North Bridge Guest House 
28 North Bridge Street, Hawick, TD9 9QS.
Tel 01450 376200 
www.northbridgeguesthouse.co.uk  

7 rooms (3 en suite).

The Laurels Guest House
6 Princes Street, Hawick, TD9 7AY.
Tel 01450 370002 (Mrs. Peddie)    

Well established popular B and B with 3 
rooms (mixed double and twin) all with en 
suite facilities.
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Brougham House B & B 
Brougham Place, Hawick TD9 7ER.
Tel 07814 354 106 
www.broughamhouse.com 

Various en suite rooms and suites 
conveniently located in town centre 
facilities for walkers, packed lunches etc.

Hawick’s Surrounding Area 

The Auld Cross Keys Inn
The Green, Denholm TD9 8NU.
Tel 01450 870305
www.crosskeysdenholm.co.uk  

12 bedrooms (all en suite) dining room, 
function room, free parking. 
Located 5 miles from Hawick with regular 
bus service at door.   Walk Sponsor.

Mosspaul Inn
Teviothead, Hawick, TD9 OLP.
Tel 01450 850245 
www.mosspaulinn.com 

Located in the hills 12 miles south of 
Hawick on the A 7 Carlisle to Edinburgh 
road.   Five bedrooms refurbished to a 
high standard (all en suite), Sauna, award 
winning restaurant and a Caravan Club 
certified location for 5 caravans with 
electric hook up.  On bus route.   
Walk Sponsor.

Riverside Country Inn
Newmill-On-Teviot,  Hawick,  TD9 OJU.
Tel 01450 850266
 www.riversidecountryinn.co.uk  

Located 5 miles south of Hawick, on the A7 
road.   All rooms en suite with restaurant, 
function room and bars.   
Free parking - on bus route.

Horse and Hound Country Inn
Bonchester Bridge, Hawick, TD9 8JN.
Tel 01450 860645
www.horseandhoundbonchesterbridge.co.uk 

This historic Inn is located 6 miles from 
Hawick with 10 en-suite bedrooms 
decorated to a very high standard, superior 
accommodation having steam rooms.  
Relaxing lounge and traditional country 
restaurant.  Car Parking.  Infrequent on-call 
bus service, transport  available for guests.
Walk Sponsor.

Fox and Hounds
Main Street,  Denholm, Hawick,  TD9 8JN.
Tel 01450 870247 
www.foxandhoundsindenholm.co.uk 

Village pub restaurant with bar and 
lounge/dining facilities, 3 letting rooms in 
cottage type accommodation  consisting 
of two double rooms and one family room.   
5 miles from Hawick, with regular bus 
service. 

Liddesdale Hotel
16 Douglas Square, Newcastleton, TD9 OQD.
Tel 01387 375255 
www.theliddesdalehotel.co.uk  

Full hotel facilities available in this three 
star rated hotel with en suite rooms and 
catering for guests who participate in 
outdoor activities, packed lunches etc.   
Located 20 miles from Hawick.

Accommodation
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Grapes Hotel
17 Douglas Square, Newcastleton, TDP OQD.
Tel 013873 75245                     

www.the-grapes-hotel.com  

Full hotel facilities with en suite rooms 
and catering for guests who enjoy outdoor 
pursuits, packed lunches etc.     
20 miles from Hawick. 

Wiltonburn Farm
Hawick,  TD9 7LL .
Tel 01450 372414 

Farmhouse B and B in 3 rooms and cottage 
self catering, with further three rooms.  
Located 1.5 miles from Hawick, not on bus 
route.

Gledsnest B and B
Teviothead, Hawick, TD9 OLF.
Tel 01450 850296 
www.gledsnest.co.uk 

Located on A7 Hawick-Carlisle road 7 miles 
from Hawick on bus route.

Caversknowes Farmhouse
Cavers, Hawick, TD9.
Tel 01896 822411 (Mrs Bell) 
www.caversknowes.co.uk 

Self catering accommodation – Farmhouse 
sleeps 5 and cottage sleeps 4 located 3 
miles from Hawick.   No public transport.

Syntonmains Holiday Cotts
Askirk by Selkirk, TD7 4PA.
Tel 01750 32388
 www.syntonmains-holidaycottages.co.uk  

Self Catering 6 miles from Hawick.

Woll Estate Cottages
Askirk by Selkirk, TD7 4NY.
Tel 01750 32711 
www.wollgolf.co.uk  

Self catering cottages 6 miles from Hawick.

Headshaw Self Catering, Cottages
Ashkirk by Selkirk, TD7.
Tel 01750 32233    
www.headshaw.co.uk  

3 Cottages located approx 6 miles from 
Hawick.

Hoscote Cottages
Roberton,Hawick, TD9 7PN.
Tel 08445 616887 
www.hoscote.com  

3 Self Catering cottages located 5 miles 
from Hawick.  Visit Scotland 4 *rating.

VisitScotland can book quality assured 
accommodation in the Hawick area via 
Jedburgh VIC on 01835 863170 or in 
Hawick VisitScotland office. 

For a list of quality assured accommodation 
please request a copy of the Scottish 
Borders Where to Stay guide 2011 form 
Jedburgh VIC on 01835 863170.

Accommodation
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Festival Information

Booking
Staff at VisitScotland look forward to 
taking your booking by the following 
methods:

By Post: A booking form can be found 
in this programme. Please return the 
completed form by post to the VisitScotland 
Information Centre, Murray’s Green, Abbey 
Place, Jedburgh, TD8 6BE. 

Postal bookings must be received by 
Friday 26th August 2011.

By Telephone: Please call 01835 863170 to 
speak to a VisitScotland Advisor.

In Person: From 4th-10th September you 
can book places on walks and events in 
person up to 4pm on the day before your 
proposed walk(s) or event(s) are due to 
take place, at the VisitScotland Information 
Centre, 1 Tower Mill, Heart of Hawick 
Campus, Hawick, Roxburghshire, TD9 0AE . 

Please note that advance bookings will not 
be taken at the walk registration centre. 
Walkers who wish to pay on the day, may 
turn up at the walk registration centre but 
are reminded that spaces will be subject 
to availability. This year, tickets will not be 
issued for walks or events. Please ensure 
that you bring your booking confirmation 
with you, as you will need this at the 
walk registration centre and for proof of 
payment at social events.

Payment may be made by credit or debit 
card by phone and by cheque. Please note 
that VisitScotland cannot accept cheques 
over £100.

For all Scottish Borders Walking Festival 
booking enquiries please contact 
VisitScotland:

@:  Jedburgh@visitscotland.com

Tel:   01835 863170

Ticket Prices
We have tried to keep things simple when 
pricing walks.  Some walks are priced at  
£3, £5 and £6, and include coach transfers.

Booking Terms & Conditions
Full payment must be received in 
advance to validate bookings. Booking 
numbers are equivalent to a voucher 
and these booking/voucher numbers are 
non-transferable between participants. 
Bookings made by post, telephone, or in 
person are non-refundable.

In the unlikely event that the Scottish 
Borders Walking Festival is cancelled 
by the Walking Festival Steering Group, 
participants will receive the walk place 
ticket fees only. 

Cancellation of event tickets,travel 
reservations and hotel reservations is the 
exclusive responsibility of the participant.
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Booking

Walk 
No. Name of Walk Cost No. of 

People Total

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

Total £

Walks

Walk and event places are limited. In order to ensure availability on the walks and events 
of your choice, we strongly recommend that you book in advance. Bookings can be made  
by telephone on 01835 863170, or by post using this form.

Please note that for postal bookings we can only accept payment by cheque. Cheques 
should be made payable to VisitScotland and VisitScotland cannot accept cheques over 
£100.

If you would prefer to pay by debit or credit card, please make your booking by 
telephone. 

Events

Most of the events at this years festival do not need to be booked, however some of 
the events listed are run by Heart of Hawick and must be booked through their booking 
system . Please see the relevant booking information included with each event.



Booking

Total Cost of Walks £

Title First Name Surname

Address

Town Postcode

County Country

Telephone

Email

Please return your completed form by post to the VisitScotland Information Centre, 
Murray’s Green, Abbey Place, Jedburgh, TD8 6BE. Postal bookings must be received by 
Friday 26th August 2011.

Please note that we are unable to process forms received without payment and full 
payment must be received in advance to validate bookings. Please note that walk and 
event bookings are non-refundable. Please refer to the terms and conditions of booking 
detailed in the Festival Information section.

Tickets will not be issued for walks or events; however, you will receive booking 
confirmation. Please bring this confirmation with you, as you will need it at the walk 
registration centre.

Thank you for your booking and we look forward to welcoming you to the Scottish 
Borders in September.

For all Scottish Borders Walking Festival booking enquiries, please contact VisitScotland 
by email Jedburgh@visitscotland.com, or by telephone 01835 863170.

Data Protection
We would like to keep you updated on walking in the Scottish Borders and associated  
events. Please indicate by ticking this box if you do not wish to receive further   
communications.

We may also wish to pass your details to third parties offering similar promotions. Please 
tick this box if you do not wish your details to be passed to third parties.



Festival Information

Walk Registration Centre
The walk registration centre will be based 
at St Mary’s and Old Parish Church Hall, 
Buccleuch Road, Hawick

The hall is on the A7 road and a short walk 
over a foot bridge from the free car park in 
the Common Haugh.

Please see map at the back of this 
programme.

The walk registration centre will open 
45 minutes prior to the departure of the 
first walk of the day. Please arrive at least 
15 minutes prior to your walk departure 
time, in order to register your attendance. 
Please remember to bring your booking 
confirmation with you.

If you do not register prior to your walk 
departure, your name will not be on the 
leader’s list and you may not be allowed 
to join the walk. Start times for walks will 
be strictly adhered to, but finishing times 
are approximate. The approximate time 
involved for each walk is provided in this 
programme.

This year, various local organisations look 
forward to welcoming you to the walk 
registration centre and providing teas, 
coffees and exceptional home baking each 
afternoon when you return from your walk. 
Donations to the groups will be welcome. 

Parking and Coaches
There is ample free parking at the Common 
Haugh Car Park, which is a short walk over 
the footbridge from the walk registration 
centre (it will be clearly signposted). This 
is also where the coaches will depart from. 
So please do not take your car to the start 
of the walk, instead please park and use 
the free coach provided.

Social Events
There is plenty on offer to satisfy your 
cultural urges, sate your appetite and keep 
you amused. Enjoy an informative talk, 
traditional music session, film show or 
concert. Whatever you choose to do, we 
hope that you will start the week by joining 
us at the Walkers Welcome Reception on 
Sunday 4th, kindly hosted by the convener 
of Scottish Borders Council in Tower Mill, 
Tower Knowe, Hawick.

Refreshments
We have indicated where walks run over 
lunchtime, and where you will require a 
packed lunch. Many of the walks will also 
pass some of the region’s delightful pubs, 
tearooms and cafes, which we hope you 
will enjoy. Walkers are also advised to 
carry adequate water on all walks.

Walking Safely
We are committed to running the Scottish 
Borders Walking Festival safely and your 
co-operation with this is much appreciated. 
Your leaders’ duty is to the group and 
they may refuse to accept a walker whose 
clothing, equipment or behaviour is 
unsuitable. If you choose to leave the 
group at any time, your leader is no longer 
responsible for you.

Please have consideration for other people 
and keep mobile phone use to a minimum.

25



Festival Information

What to Wear & Bring
To enjoy the Scottish Borders Walking 
Festival safely and in comfort, it is 
essential that you come equipped with 
suitable footwear, clothing and equipment. 
Scotland is famous for its changeable 
weather, so our advice is to come prepared 
for all eventualities.

Clothing & Footwear

• Waterproof jacket and overtrousers

• Walking boots providing ankle support 
and good grip for Long Moderate and 
Strenuous walks, waterproof walking shoes 
with good grip are advisable for Easier 
walks

• Good walking socks

• Trousers suitable for walking

• Thin fleece or jumper plus a spare - several 
thin layers are more effective than one thick 
layer of clothing

• Warm hat and gloves

• Sun hat

Equipment

• Rucksack with waterproof liner

• Water bottle (at least 1 litre)

• Thermos flask for a hot drink

• Survival bag

• Spare high-energy food (e.g. glucose-
based confectionery)

• Personal first aid kit

• Sunscreen

Optional Equipment

• Walking poles or other suitable walking 
stick useful for awkward descents

• Insect repellent

• Sunglasses

Your Health
If you have a particular health condition 
that you think is relevant, please advise 
us at the time of booking and make the 
leaders aware of this prior to each walk. 
The Scottish Borders Walking Festival 
and leaders will treat any information 
provided of this nature in the strictest 
confidence. Germs from animals can cause 
human illness. Stay safe when out in the 
countryside by following these simple tips:

• Wash your hands with soap and water (or 
use wet wipes) after visiting the toilet, after 
activities and before handling and eating 
food

• Take care to avoid spreading animal faeces 
on footwear

• Avoid camping or having a picnic on land 
which has recently been used for grazing 
animals

• Do not drink untreated water from rivers, 
streams and lochs 

• Avoid tick bites by covering arms and legs 
when walking through long vegetation. 
Examine yourself for ticks at the end of the 
day and visit a doctor if you experience a 
red rash spreading from a bite.

Liability
Participants in the Scottish Borders 
Walking Festival take part at their own 
risk. The organisers, walk leaders and 
funding partners shall not be liable for any 
accident or injury, however so caused. You 
are advised to check your own personal 
accident insurance cover.

Persons under the age of 16 and 
vulnerable adults must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult.
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www.borderswalking.com

Dogs/Smoking
Dogs are not allowed on the Festival 
walks, many of which go through livestock 
areas. This rule is strictly applied. It does 
not apply to guide dogs accompanying 
registered blind walkers.

We also ask all walkers not to smoke while 
on guided walks, out of consideration to 
others and to avoid undue risk of fire.

Travel and Transport
If you are arriving by car the main roads 
into Hawick are the A7 from the north and 
south, and the A68/A698 from the east.  

If you are arriving by air, you will probably 
arrive via Newcastle or Edinburgh Airport. 
For bus services please consult Traveline 
Scotland on  0871 200 22 33 or visit   
www.travelinescotland.com

The nearest railway stations are Edinburgh 
Waverley, Carlisle or Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
Please consult Traveline Scotland for train 
times and dedicated bus connections.

Bus services in the area are provided by 
First Group. Please call 0871 200 2233 
or visit www.firstgroup.com for more 
information.

Accessibility
To help us ensure that everyone attending 
the Scottish Borders Walking Festival is 
able to participate fully, please advise the 
organisers of any requirements you may 
have that relate to accessibility, visual or 
hearing impairment or any other disability.

You can do this by contacting Lesley on 
01450 374166 or by emailing  
 info@borderswalking.com

More Opportunities to Walk in 
the Scottish Borders
Scottish Borders Council’s Ranger Service 
undertake an annual programme of guided 
walks. For more details and to find out 
about other local countryside events visit 
www.outdoor-diary.info

2011 The European Year of 
Volunteering - 
An Acknowledgement
The delivery of the 2011 Scottish Borders 
Walking Festival has been made possible 
through the participation of a large 
number of local volunteers.  

Many are walking enthusiasts and have a 
passion about their local countryside and 
its history.  People involved in the key 
tasks such as walk leaders usually have 
previous relevant experience and many 
have been involved in organizing and 
leading walking festivals since the 90’s. 

All undergo special training for each event. 
Most of the evening events also involve 
entertainers, lecturers, as well as club and 
society members who have volunteered 
their services for the benefit of visitors to 
the festival.  Local W.R.I. groups and Girl 
Guides have come forward to supply teas 
in the Walk Centre. 

This huge voluntary commitment is not 
unusual in our community but does merit 
special mention in this European Year of 
Volunteering and the new “Big Society” 
initiative.  The cooperation and consent 
for access so readily given by the many 
owners of land through which the walks 
pass is very much appreciated. 

Thanks must also go to Keith Robeson, SBC 
Ranger for his assitance and also Lesley 
Fraser, ILF Imaging for the design work.
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Borders Abbeys Way
Maps

If you would like maps of the local area, the 
Landranger 1:50000 maps numbers 79 or the 

Explorer 1:25000 maps numbers 331 and 324 
cover the areas that the walks are in. These 

maps will be available locally in Hawick or can 
be purchased on-line. 
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tower mill
 
 

Once a derelict spinning mill built over a river, Tower Mill, 
a category ‘A’ listed building, has been completely 
transformed to include:                                                              
  
•	 111 seat cinema / theatre & conference centre,                         

part of a multi-award winning campus
•	 Workspaces and meeting rooms for hire
•	 Beanscene café bar open 7 days from 9am
•	 VisitScotland Information Centre

The	café	has	a	unique	glass	floor	over	the	14	foot	high	
Victorian waterwheel which once powered the mill. 
There’s  a monthly programme of entertainment including              
film,	live	music,	theatre,	talks	&	workshops.	Please	visit	us	
or	log	on	to	our	website	to	find	out	what’s	on	in	Tower	Mill.

Café bar opening times Box office opening times
Monday   Monday 
Tuesday       Tuesday 
Wednesday    Wednesday   
Thursday        Thursday 
Friday      Friday 
Saturday       Saturday 
Sunday           Sunday 

 
Buying your ticket
Online: www.thebooth.co.uk
Tel:	01450	360688	(box	office	hours)
In	person:	VisitScotland	box	office	
On	the	night	(tickets	subject	to	availability)
 

Heart of Hawick - Tower Mill, Kirkstile, Hawick TD9 0AE   
Tel: 01450 360680
Email: heartofhawick@scotborders.gov.uk
www.heartofhawick.co.uk

heritage hub
The Heritage Hub is 
the Scottish Borders 
Archive & Local History 
Service. Our centre 
can help you trace 
your ancestors or research more about the 
history and heritage of the Borders. Learn 
about famous Borderers such as Sir Walter 
Scott,	find	out	how	people	lived	&	worked	
in the past.

Opening times (free admission)
Monday		 10:00		-	16:45
Tuesday		 10:00		-	19:45
Wednesday	Pre-arranged	talks	and	tours
Thursday		 10:00		-	19:45
Friday		 10:00		-	16:45
Saturday	 10:00		-	13:00	&	14:00	-	16:45

Heart of Hawick - Heritage Hub, Kirkstile, 
Hawick TD9 0AE 

Tel: 01450 360699

Email: archives@scotborders.gov.uk
www.heartofhawick.co.uk

 

The	heritage	and	future	of	Scotland’s	premier	textile	manufacturing	region	is	
presented	within	a	beautifully	restored	16th	Century	towerhouse.	Some	of	the	
world’s most famous fashions are made right here in the Borders. Learn about 
the processes, people, craft and history behind the clothes we take for granted. 
View	ever-changing	design	studio	and	catwalk	displays,	archive	photo,	film	&	
audio gems and historic knitting & weaving machines. Kids can dress up and 
experience	hands	on	activities	as	well	as	regular	workshops	and	craft	
demonstrations.	The	shop	sells	colourful	textiles,	crafts,	books	and	souvenirs.	

 Heart of Hawick - Borders Textile Towerhouse, 1 Tower Knowe, 
Hawick TD9 9BZ

Opening times 
(free	admission)

Monday  
Tuesday  
Wednesday  
Thursday  
Friday  
Saturday  
Sunday  
 

Tel:	01450	377615		
Email:	textiletowerhouse
@scotborders.gov.uk

borders textile towerhouse 	borders	textiles:	past,	present	and	future

9:00 - 22:00 
9:00 - 22:00  
9:00 - 22:00  
9:00 - 22:00  
9:00 - 22:00  
9:00 - 22:00  
9:00 - 19:00

10:00	-	17:30
10:00	-	18:15
10:00	-	17:30
10:00	-	18:15
10:00	-	19:15
10:00	-	19:15
12:00	-	15:30

10:00	-	16:30
10:00	-	16:30
10:00	-	16:30
10:00	-	16:30
10:00	-	16:30
10:00	-	16:30
12:00	-	15:00
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